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SUMMARY TABLE OF SURVEY IMPLEMENTATION AND THE
SURVEY POPULATION, SURVEY ON CHILDREN’S EDUCATION

IN BANGLADESH, 2021

Survey implementation

Sample frame: Bangladesh Population and Housing
Census 2011

Interviewer training: December 2021

Questionnaire: Household questionnaire

Field work: December 2021 - January 2022

Survey sample
1. Households

- Sampled 9,000
- Occupied 8,996
- Interviewed 8,995
- Response rate (percent) 99.9
2. Girls and women age 10-24 years
- Eligible for interviews 5,333
- Interviewed 5,318
- Response rate (percent) 99.7

3. Children age 5-17 years
- Eligible
- Interviewed
- Response rate (percent)

9,415
9,384
99.7

Survey Population

Average household size 4.2 | Percentage of population living in
Percentage of population under: - Urban areas 23.0
- 5 years 9.5 | - Rural areas 77.0
- 18 years 33.7
- Barishal 5.8
- Chattogram 17.6
Total population (no. of household 37,935 | - Dhaka 254
members) - Khulna 11.6
Urban population 8,735 | - Mymensingh 7.5
Rural population 29,200 | - Rajshahi 14.3
Male population 18,841 | - Rangpur 11.9
Female population 19,094 | - Sylhet 5.9

Housing characteristics

Household or personal assets

Percentage of households with

- Electricity 98.4
- Improved sanitation 88.7
Mean no. of persons per room used for 23

sleeping

Percentage of households owning:
- A television

- A refrigerator

- Agricultural land

- Farm animals/livestock

Percentage of households where
at least a member owns or has a
- Mobile phone
- Bank account

48.9
44.4
39.5
60.5

96.0
38,5
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SUMMARY TABLE OF KEY FINDINGS

MICS INDICATOR | SDG' | Module? | Definition®

SAMPLE COVERAGE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RESPONDENTS

SR.1 Acces.s.to 7.1.1 HC Percentage of household members with access to electricity 98.7
electricity

SR.2 I;(::j;holds with HC Percentage of households that have a radio 0.6

SR3 Househqlds with HC Percentage of households that have a television 48.9
a television

SR.4 | Households with Percentage of households that have a telephone (fixed line or mobile

HC — MT 96.4

a telephone phone)

SR.5 | Households with HC Percentage of households that have a computer 7.0
a computer

SR6 Households with HC Percentage of households that have access to the internet by any device 49.0
internet from home

SR.7 | Household size HC Average number of household members 4.2
Sleeping per .

SR.8 room HC Mean number of persons per room used for sleeping 23
Under-18 . .

SR.9
population HC Proportion of population aged below 18 years 33.7
Use of improved L o -

SR.10
sanitation facilities 3.8.1 WS Percentage of household members using improved sanitation facilities 88.7
Use of basic 14.1 Percentage of household members using improved sanitation

SR.11 | sanitation & ws facilities which are not shared 1.2
services 6.2.1

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Indicators, http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/indicators-list/. The Inter-agency Working
Group on SDG Indicators is continuously updating the metadata of many SDG indicators and changes are being made to the list of
SDG indicators. MICS covers many SDG indicators with an exact match of their definitions, while some indicators are only partially
covered by MICS. The latter cases are included here as long as the current international methodology allows for only the way that the
MICS indicator is defined, and/or a significant part of the SDG indicator can be generated by the MICS indicator. For more information
on the metadata of the SDG indicators, see http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/

Refers to the modules in the MICS questionnaire. Some indicators are constructed by using questions in several modules in the MICS
questionnaires. In such cases, only the module(s) which contains most of the necessary information is indicated.

All MICS indicators are disaggregated, where relevant, by wealth quintile, sex, age, ethnicity, functional difficulty and geographic
location (as per the reporting domains), or other characteristics, as recommended by the Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG
Indicators: http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/Official%20List%200f%20Proposed%20SDG%20Indicators. pdf

Xii
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MICS INDICATOR | SDG .Module .Description

EDUCATION
Percentage of children attending the first grade of primary school who
LN.1 | School readiness ED attended early childhood education programme during the previous school 75.0
year
Net intake rate in Percentage of children of school-entry age who enter the first grade of
LN.2 - . ED - 56.7
primary education primary school
Percentage of children of
LN.3a (a) primary school age currently attending primary or secondary school a.80.5
Net attendance .
LN.3b . . ED (b) lower secondary school age currently attending lower secondary
ratio (adjusted) ; b. 59.6
LN.3c school or higher
(c) upper secondary school age currently attending upper secondary c.50.5
school or higher
Percentage of children of (Oos)
Out-of-school rate (a) primary school age who are not attending primary or lower secondary | a. 15.4
(Oos) school
(b) lower secondary school age who are not attending primary school, b. 15.7
lower or upper secondary school or higher
(c) upper secondary school age who are not attending primary school, c.34.2
LN.4a lower or upper secondary school or higher
LN.4b ED
LN.4c Percentage of children of (DoR) (reference year used for the survey)
Drop-out rate
(DoR) (a) primary school age children who were enrolled in school in 2020 a3l
but no longer attended school (dropped out) in 2021 b. 5.0
(b) lower secondary school-age children who were enrolled in school e
in 2020 but no longer attended school (dropped out) in 2021 e 71
(c) upper secondary school-age children who were enrolled in school o
in 2020 but no longer attended school (dropped out) in 2021
Percentage of children attending the last grade for the first time to
LN.5a | Gross intake rate children at appropriate age to the last grade
LN.5b | to the last grade ED
(@ Primary school a. 88.7
(b) Lower secondary school b. 83.6
Percentage of children or young people aged 3-5 years above the intended
LN.6a age for the last grade who have completed that grade
tsg: Completion rate 412 ED (a) Primary school a. 78.2
' (b) Lower secondary school b. 64.1
c er secondary schoo c. 20.
Upp dary school 20.2
. Percentage of children attending the last grade of primary school during the
Effective : . .
. previous school year who are not repeating the last grade of primary school
LN.7 | transition rate to ED . ) . 94.1
and in the first grade of lower secondary school during the current school
secondary school
year
Percentage of students attending in each grade who are 2 or more years
LN.8a | Over-age for o older than the official school age for grade
LN.8b | grade . a. 82
(@) Primary school b. 115
(b) Lower secondary school T
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MICS INDICATOR | SDG .Module .Description

Net attendance ratio (adjusted) for girls divided by net attendance ratio
(adjusted) for boys
(@) Primary school a. 111
(b) Lower secondary school b.1.35
() Upper secondary school c.1.14
Net attendance ratio (adjusted) for the poorest quintile divided by net
attendance ratio (adjusted) for the richest quintile
(@) Primary school a. 0.89
(b) Lower secondary school b. 0.50
(c) Upper secondary school c.0.42
Net attendance ratio (adjusted) for rural residents divided by net
attendance ratio (adjusted) for urban residents
(@) Primary school a. 1.01
(b) Lower secondary school b. 0.96
(c) Upper secondary school c.0.86
Education Parity
LN.9a | Indices Foundational learning skill for girls divided by foundational learning
LN.9b i. Gender ;
skills for boys
LN.9c | ii. Wealth 451 ED
LN.9d iii. Area (a) reading (age 7-14 years) a. 1.13
iv. Functioning (b) numeracy (age 7-14 years) b. 1.03
Foundational learning skill for children in the poorest quintile divided by
foundational learning skills for the richest quintile
(@) reading (age 7-14 years) a.0.53
(b) numeracy (age 7-14 years) b.0.52
Foundational learning skill for children in rural residents divided by
foundational learning skills for urban residents
(a) reading (age 7-14 years) a.0.84
(b) numeracy (age 7-14 years) b.0.88
Foundational learning skill for children with functional difficulties divided
by foundation learning skills for children without functional difficulties
(a) reading (age 7-14 years)
(b) numeracy (age 7-14 years) a.0.76
b. 0.69
LN.10 Reading habit at FL Percentage of children aged 7-14 years who read books or are read to at 952
home home
School and home Percentage of children aged 7-14 years attending school whose home
LN.11 FL . 95.8
languages language is used at school
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MICS INDICATOR | SDG .Module .Description | Value

Percentage of children who successfully completed three foundational
reading tasks*

(@) Age7-14 a. 49.8
. . (b) Age for grade 2/3 b. 28.8
LN.12a | Children with (c) Attending grade 2/3 c.30.2

LN.12b | foundational

. 411 FL
LN.12c | reading and . .
. Percentage of children who successfully completed four foundational
number skills 5
number tasks
(&) Age7-14 a. 258
(b) Age for grade 2/3 b.13.2
(c) Attending grade 2/3 c. 153
MICS INDICATOR | SDG l Module ' Description | Value

PROTECTED FROM VIOLENCE AND EXPLOITATION

Percentage of children age 5-14 years who experienced any physical
punishment and/or psychological aggression by caregivers in the past one 76.6
month

UCD -

PR.2 | Violent discipline FCD

Percentage of women age 20-24 years who were first married or in marital

PR.4a Y union
PR.4b Early Marriage 531 MA (a) before age 15 a. 11.2
(b) before age 18 b. 40.7

Young women
age 15-19 years
PR.5 |currently married MA Percentage of women age 15-19 years who are married or in marital union 33.1

or in marital union
™)

MICS INDICATOR | SDG |Modu|e .Description

EQUITABLE CHANCE IN LIFE
Children with UCF - Percentage of children aged 5-17 reported with functional difficulty in at

EQ.1 X L i 4.2
functional difficulty FCF least one domain
Children wear UCF - .

EQ.1 glasses FCF Percentage of children aged 5-17 who wear glasses 2.3
Children use UCF - . . .

EQ.1 hearing aid FCF Percentage of children aged 5-17 who use hearing aid 0.5
Children use
equipment or UCF - Percentage of children aged 5-17 who use equipment or receive

EQ.1 ! ) ) . 0.4
receive assistance FCF assistance for walking
for walking
Children with
difficulty seeing UCF — | Percentage of children aged 5-17 with difficulty seeing when wearing

EQ.1 i 2.7
when wearing FCF glasses
glasses
Children with
difficulty hearing UCF — | Percentage of children aged 5-17 with difficulty hearing when using

EQ.1 . h - 6.9
when using FCF hearing aid
hearing aid

4 Correctly reading 90% of words in a story, answering comprehension questions and demonstrating foundational reading skills
> Number reading, number discrimination, addition, and pattern recognition and completion
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MICS INDICATOR | SDG |Modu|e .Description

Children with
difficulty
EQ.1 walking when UCF — | Percentage of children aged 5-17 with difficulty walking when using 288
using equipment FCF equipment or receiving assistance ’
or receiving
assistance
LEARNING ONLINE DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE DUE TO COVID-19
Percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age
children who participated in online learning during school closure 18.7
(regardless of education level)
Percentage of children with presence of any device in household to assist 36.9
with online learning '
Percentage of children who had scope of using devices for online learning,
i.e., how frequent have chances to use; (they have own devices or other’s
devices which they can use):
(@) Regularly (a) 30.3
) ) (b) Occasionally (b) 10.5
Onl.lne learning (c) Rarely (c) 4.6
during the sehool (d) Notatal () 4.3
COVID-19 (e) No scope of using devices (either for not having own devices or (e) 50.3
for other’s devices without scope of use)
Percentage of children who had participated in online learning (including
TV) (i.e., who have already used devices available to them; this is among
those who have chances/scope of using devices:
(@) Always (a)57.7
(b) Occasionally (b) 22.1
(c) Very little (c) 10.3
(d) Notatall (d)9.9
Average online learning time (in minute) per day (only among those who 1771
attended online learning) :
Primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children’s
) mean study time (in minute) every day before the school closure due to
Children’s mean COVID-19 (regardless of education level):
study time (in
minute) per day (@) Athome (a) 127.1
before the school (b) Atschool (b) 190.0
closure .
(c) Atcoaching centre (c) 46.1
(d) Total (overall) (d) 363.3
Primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children’s
overall mean study time (in minute) every day at home or online or
Children’s mean coachirjg centre during the school clqsure QUe to.COVID—:.LQ (regardlegs of
study time (in edgcatlon Ieyel) among all school going children irrespective of attending
minute) per day online learning or not):
after the school (a) Athome (a) 83.4
closure (b) At school (through online learning) (b) 13.3
(c) At coaching centre (c) 26.8
(d) Total (overall) (d) 123.6
) ) Percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age
Children studied at children who studied at home before or after class time - before, during the
horpe before and school closure and after reopening of school (regardless of education
during the school level):
closure for COVID-
19 and.after (@) Before the school closure (@) 95.5
reopening of .
school (b)  During the school closure (b) 80.8
(c)  After reopening of school (c) 90.8
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MICS INDICATOR

| SDG |Modu|e .Description

Mean study time (minute/day) of primary, lower secondary and upper
secondary school age children who studied at home before or after class
time - before, during school closure and after reopening of school
(regardless of education level):

(@) Before the school closure (a) 117.5
(b) During the school closure (b) 85.8
(c) After reopening of school (c) 111.3
Percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age
children who studied at school- before, during school closure and after
reopening of school (regardless of education level):
94.1
. : (a) Before the school closure (@)
Children studied at . ) . . (b) 7.9
(b) During the school closure (i.e., through online learning)
school before and Aft ; f school (c) 85.7
during the school (c) er reopening of schoo
closure for COVID- Mean study time (minute/day) of primary, lower secondary and upper
19 and.after secondary school age children who studied at school - before and during
reopening of school closure and after reopening of school (regardless of education
school level):
(a) 186.2
(@) Before the school closure (b) 80.3
(b) During the school closure (i.e., through online learning) (c) 86.1
(c)  After reopening of school
Percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age
children who studied at coaching — before, during school closure and after
reopening of school (regardless of education level):
48.7
. . (@) Before the school closure (a) 48
Children studied at ) (b) 27.5
) (b) During the school closure
coaching before Af ) ¢ school (c) 39.2
and during the (c) ter reopening of schoo
school closure for Mean study time (minute/day) of primary, lower secondary and upper
COVID-19 ahd secondary school age children who studied at coaching - before, during
after reopening of school closure and after reopening of school (regardless of education
school level):
73.4
(@) Before the school closure (a) 73
. (b) 68.2
(b)  During the school closure (€) 69.5
(c) After reopening of school :
Percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age
children who did not participate in online learning during school closure
according to main reasons for non-participation (regardless of education
Reasons for non- level)
participation in
online learning (a) Permanent closure of school (a)17.6
dlunng Sghoil (b) No scope of online learning from school (b) 42.1
EOOS\;JII';_lge ° (c) No scope of using internet at home (c) 41.8
(d) No television or radio at home (d) 30.9
(e) No supportive device at home for distant learning (e) 39.9
Institutes gave assignment to students to complete 24.2
( 9 g p
Percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school
going children according to main measures taken by households to
Measures taken by overcome learning loss during school closure (regardless of education
households to level)
prevent learning
Ic|>ss dur:jng StChOOI (@) Engaged a house tutor (a) 38.9
((:;gs\;rg_l;e 0 (b) Taught by parents or family’s other members (b) 24.0
(c) Self-learning (c) 44.2
(d) Household did nothing (d) 35.8
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MICS INDICATOR . SDG |Modu|e .Description

Percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school
going children according to main measures taken by school to overcome
learning loss during school closure (regardless of education level)
Measures .taken by (@) Teachers monitored through phone
E:;?]?r:;ﬂglsns (b) Teachers gave homework (i.e., t.e.achers.,‘ instruction for students (3) 20.3
during school to go through / stud.y some specific §ectlons/pages of a textbook) (b) 20.0
closure due to (c) Teaghers gavg assignment/sheets (|.e.., gave a copy gf som_e (©) 7.7
COVID-19 specific exercise pages of a textbook, fixed by education office of () 175
a district, for which students provided necessary answers in a ’
written form and submitted those to the teachers on weekly basis,
and got marks)
(d) School did nothing
Percentages of school going children (regardless of education level)
according to their parents’ views on online learning during school closure,
i.e., classroom learning was hampered due to school closure:
(a) Alot (8) 72.2
. (b) Somewhat (b) 26.2
Parents’ views (c) 1.6
on/assessment of (c) Notatall
online learning Percentages of school going children (regardless of education level)
during school according to their parents’ views on online learning during school closure,
closure due to i.e., compared to the classroom learning before COVID-19, online study
COVID-19 during COVID-19 was:
(@) Veryless (a) 64.0
(b) Less (b)24.8
(c) Averageffair (c)8.7
(d) Very high (d)2.1

Modules (references from MICS)

HC Household Characteristics ED Education MA Marriage
MT Mass Media and ICT FL Foundational Learning Skills UCF-FCF | Child Functioning
WS Water and Sanitation UCD-FCD | Child Discipline
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

BBS
CAPI
COVID-19
CRC
CSPro
EA

ECE
FCT
GDP
GoB
GPI
IFSS
LLECE
MDG
ME
MICS
MoE
MoHFW
MoPME
MoSW
NAR
PASEC
PISA
PPS
PSU
RME
SACMEQ
SDG

SF

SID
SPSS
TIMSS
UNICEF

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
Computer-Assisted Personal Interviews

Corona Virus Disease 2019

Convention on the Rights of the Child

Census and Survey Processing System
Enumeration Area

Early Childhood Education

Field Check Table

Gross Domestic Product

Government of Bangladesh

Gender Parity Index

Internet File Streaming System

Latin American Laboratory for Assessment of the Quality of Education
Millennium Development Goal

Margin of Error

Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

Ministry of Education

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Ministry of Primary and Mass Education

Ministry of Social Welfare

Net Attendance Ratio

Programme for the Analysis of Education Systems
Programme for International Student Assessment
Probability Proportional to Size

Primary Sampling Unit

Relative Margin of Error

Southern and Eastern Africa Consortium for Monitoring Educational Quality

Sustainable Development Goal

Sampling Fraction

Statistics and Informatics Division

Statistical Package for Social Sciences

Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study
United Nations Children’s Fund
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Minister
Ministry of Planning
Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh

MESSAGE

| would like to congratulate the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) for conducting the
‘Survey on Children’s education in Bangladesh 2021°. In the Constitution of the Peoples'
Republic of Bangladesh, Article 28(4) particularly emphasizes in making specific provisions
concerning the advancement of the children.

Ensuring child rights, the Government has been carrying and active in building up honest,
patriotic and able future generation through ensuring comprehensive development and
preservation of child rights. As such, the demand for and use of statistical information for
evidence-based policy and decision making is essential. Monitoring changes at household
and individual level through household surveys has, therefore, become more important now
than ever before.

During COVID-19 pandemic, the Government declared nationwide closures of all
educational institutions for 18 months and established a remote learning system to ensure
learning continuity. The ‘Survey on Children’s education in Bangladesh 2021’ would help to
understand the extent of the impact of the prolonged school closure during COVID-19
pandemic on attendances, out-of-school, drop-out, and learning loss of children, along with
other education outcomes and support the government to take steps for improving the
guality and standard of education.

| place on record my appreciation to Secretary, Statistics and Informatics Division and
Director General, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics for their efforts to make the survey
success. | would like to thank the long-standing partner UNICEF for supporting the
execution of the survey.

| hope this report will be useful for planners, policy makers, academicians and researchers.

March 2023 M. A. Mannan MP
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Minister of State
Ministry of Planning

Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh

MESSAGE

| am delighted to know that the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics has conducted the ‘Survey
on Children’s Education in Bangladesh 2021’ in collaboration with UNICEF Bangladesh. The
survey has been initiated to generate important statistics related to education in the country
that may have been impacted due to the prolonged closure of educational institutions
during COVID-19.

Since its start in early 2020, COVID-19 has left its footprint on human lives worldwide,
causing the deaths and sufferings of so many and the decline of the economies of the
countries, decreasing income, limiting movement, and hampering normal life, Bangladesh is
no exception to that. Children, after all, are the most vulnerable group, and disruptions in
the country's education system will have a long-term impact on their livelihood in the
coming years.

Even though the government of Bangladesh had to close all educational institutions
immediately during COVID-19 to limit the spread of the virus, it has taken the necessary
alternative steps to continue education in order to minimize education losses. The initiative
includes, home visits by teachers to provide assignments to students and follow-up, remote
learning sessions through TV and radio, online classes, and tutorials. Besides government
initiatives, private institutions have also taken up effective measures for remote learning. In
this regard, we must acknowledge the country’s achievement in connecting most of its
population by providing necessary digital platforms.

The report presents important key indicators of education which will help to address the
impact of COVID-19 on children’s learning and offer extra support if necessary. The survey
also presents significant measures taken by the government, schools, and families as well.
The survey findings will work as comprehensive data source to take action required curbing
learning disruptions due to COVID-19 situation.

| would like to thank the Secretary, Statistics and Informatics Division, and the Director
General of the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics for providing guidance for the successful
completion of the survey. | greatly appreciate the collaboration of UNICEF Bangladesh, a
long-standing partner of BBS, in accomplishing the survey.

| hope the findings of the report will be useful for planners, policymakers, academicians,
researchers, and program implementing authorities for making decisions in their respective
areas.

Mo

March, 2023 Dr. Shamsul Alam
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Secretary
Statistics and Informatics Division (SID)
Ministry of Planning

Government of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh

FOREWORD

| am very pleased to be associated with Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) on
publishing the report of the ‘Survey on Children’s education in Bangladesh 2021’ which is
both innovative and informative relating to children education. This household survey
generates quality statistics on a few selected key indicators of the educational status of
children: including drop-out rate, foundational literacy and numeracy skills at primary and
secondary education levels in the year of 2021.

It is education that can develop the nations’s qualities and skills. Ensuring education for all
children is a fundamental issue. This survey was conducted in 2021 which would enable to
assess the impact of the school closure during COVID-19 pandemic on children’s
education. The findings of the survey would provide important information to the
stakeholders and the persons who are involved in implementing education programme for
taking effective measures. The survey results will also help to monitor the children’s
education in Bangladesh

| would like to thank Mr. Md. Matiar Rahman, Director General, BBS for providing timely
support and guidance to make the survey successful. Special thanks to Mr. Md. Mashud
Alam, Director, Demography and Health Wing, BBS and his team for the execution of the
survey from conceptualization to the production of this report.

Also Appreciation goes to the UNICEF Bangladesh for their long standing collaboration with
BBS that enabled the survey to take place and the production of this report. All the
distinguished members of technical committee, monitoring committee and working
committee for their efforts at various stages and respondents for their inputs in the survey
deserve special thanks.

| believe the information will assist in formulating evidence-based policy and planning as
well as help monitoring the performance of Child development programs.

/

March, 2023 Dr. Shahnaz Arefin, ndc
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Director General

Py Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)
: : Statistics and Informatics Division (SID)
%% g Ministry of Planning
ROEEN Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh

PREFACE

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) has conducted the ‘Survey on Children’s Education
in Bangladesh 2021’ in collaboration with UNICEF Bangladesh to provide crucial data on
the education of children and adolescents during the 18-month period of school closure in
2020-2021.

The household survey aimed to be completed within the shortest possible time so that new
interventions and adjustments to existing education programs could be made quickly. BBS
released the preliminary report in June 2022 and the final report now on February 2023.

The instruments and methodology used in Bangladesh MICS 2019 are the basis for this
survey. Besides the new module "Learning online during school closure due to COVID-19,"
eight modules of the Bangladesh MICS 2019 have been used for this survey. The
instrument was designed to allow comparison of a few indicators with the findings from
similar surveys completed before the COVID-19 era.

| would like to express my gratitude to the Secretary of Statistics and Informatics Division,
Ministry of Planning, for providing guidance and valuable support for the survey. Members
of the Programme Implementation Committee (PIC) and Working Committee deserve
special thanks for their contribution to the survey and to embedding quality assurance
elements in this endeavor.

Furthermore, | express my sincere appreciation to Mr. Md. Mashud Alam, Director,
Demography and Health Wing, and his team for their hard work and dedication in
accomplishing the survey and finalizing the report. | would also like to extend my thanks to
the concerned officials of BBS and SID.

| deeply acknowledge the collaboration of UNICEF Bangladesh for their technical and
financial support to the survey. The long-standing partnership between BBS and UNICEF
Bangladesh is expected to continue.

| believe that the report will be very useful to policymakers, researchers, development
partners, NGOs, and other stakeholders to guide the formulation of programs and

strategies.
By

March, 2023 Md. Matiar Rahman
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unicef € Representative
for every child UNICEF Bangladesh

MESSAGE

Data, information, and evidence are important elements that allow us to understand situations
[on the ground] and take an informed decision to improve certain aspects of a situation. Survey
on Children’s Education in Bangladesh 2021 — successfully conducted by the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS) in partnership with UNICEF Bangladesh — generated primary data on
key education and child protection-related indicators, which provides us with a greater
understanding of where our children were in 2021, a year that was marred by COVD-19
pandemic across the globe, in terms of their educational access and learning as well as on
issues relating to their protection and wellbeing.

The data captured through this survey has the potential for indicating the extent of the impact of
the prolonged school closure due to the global pandemic COVID-19 prevalent during that
period on children’s education and well-being, by comparing them to similar indicators from the
MICS 2019 for Bangladesh. This understanding is expected to lead to a better realisation of
whether any significant learning loss has happened, whether certain children populations had
dropped out of school, whether the pre-existing digital divide had widened the educational
disparity through unequal access to remote learning provisions, whether children were subject
to the more acute form of negative social normative practices of child marriage and child
discipline and what should be done to offset the negative impacts and supporting the children
and their communities and education service providers with appropriate programmatic
corrective responses.

Certainly, Bangladesh needs more rapid progress in these indicators to achieve the ambitious
SDG goals by 2030 which is less than a decade away, and to continue to develop as a thriving
middle-income country. There is enough global evidence that shows that these issues
perpetuate the vicious cycle of poor human development leading to the continuation of poverty
and disparity from one generation to another and eventually leading to less-than-optimal growth
of the affected countries. | hope the new set of data available from this survey continues to
promote a data-driven public discourse, policy-making, and programmatic response for the
betterment of the children in Bangladesh.

It gives me great pleasure to see the publication of the survey report. On behalf of UNICEF and
my colleagues who were associated with the survey, | would like to express my sincerest
appreciation for the enormous work done by the BBS in planning, implementing, and
preparation of the report on the National Survey on Children’s Education 2021, during a time
that was difficult for field implementation, and the great role it plays in providing robust
information on the situation of children. | also thank USAID Bangladesh for its generous
financial contribution to generating key data.

March, 2023 Sheldon Yett
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Director
Demography and Health Wing
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)

Statistics and Informatics Division (SID)
Ministry of Planning

Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Demography and Health Wing of the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) conducted
the ‘Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh, 2021’ in collaboration with UNICEF
Bangladesh in January 2022.

The survey was initiated mainly to generate data on a few selected key education
indicators, including drop-out rate, foundational literacy and numeracy skills at primary and
secondary education levels, as well as online learning and length of study during school
closures due to COVID-19. The report presents estimates at the national and divisional
levels, with disaggregation of the national level estimates by sex, location, relevant age
groups, mothers’ education level, children’s functional difficulties, sex of the head of the
household, ethnicity, and wealth index quintile.

| would like to express my gratitude to Dr. Shahnaz Arefin ndc, Secretary, Statistics and
Informatics Division, and Mr. Md. Matiar Rahman, Director General, Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics, for their invaluable support and guidance in ensuring the smooth operation of the
survey and finalization of the report. | am also grateful to Mr. Kazi Nurul Islam, Deputy
Director General, BBS, for his support in preparing the report.

Also, | would like to acknowledge the contribution of UNICEF Bangladesh in terms of
providing necessary funds and technical support for the implementation of the survey.

| would like to express my deepest appreciation to Professor Muhammad Shuaib, the
Institute of Statistical Research and Training (ISRT), University of Dhaka, Mr. Mahboob-E-
Alam, Statistics and Monitoring Specialist, Mr. Mashiur Rahman Khan, Statistics and
Monitoring Officer (Rtd.), Ms. Laila Farhana Apnan Banu, Education Specialist, UNICEF
Bangladesh for their technical inputs and support, and all the members of the Working
Committee for their cooperation’s in conducting the survey and finalizing the report.

My sincere appreciation to Ms. Asma Akhter, Deputy Director, Mr. Md. Lutfor Rahman,
Statistical Officer (PRL), Mr. Md. Mahabub Alam, Statistical Officer, and all other
team members of this survey for their extensive hard work to make the survey successful.
All the enumerators of the survey also deserve special thanks for their cordial efforts.

| hope this report will be very useful for policy makers, planners, researchers, development
partners, and other stakeholders, particularly for addressing issues on education that
emerged due to COVID-19 pandemic.

Suggestions and comments for further improvement will be highly appreciated.

L

March, 2023 Md. Mashud Alam
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh, 2021, was conducted to generate estimates for a host of
indicators on the status of children’s education during the pandemic COVID-19. The survey aimed to generate
primary data on a few selected key indicators including drop-out rate, foundational literacy and numeracy
skills at primary and secondary education levels, as well as online learning with length of study during school
closure due to COVID-19. The intent is to provide estimates at the national and divisional levels, with
disaggregation of the national level estimates by sex, area, relevant age-groups, mothers’ education level,
child’s functional difficulties, sex of the head of the household, ethnicity, and wealth index quintile.

The survey covered a sample of 9,000 households (8,995 successfully interviewed) across all 64 districts in 8
divisions. The Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) conducted the survey between December 2021 and
January 2022, in collaboration with UNICEF Bangladesh.

The specific objectives of the Survey on Children’s Education were to capture the extent of impact of the
prolonged school closure due to the onset of COVID-19 pandemic on drop-out and learning loss of children
and adolescents, over the past 18 months, and to capture data on child marriage and child discipline, that are
proven correlates of the education situation, which had impact due to prolonged closure of schools,
necessitated to take appropriate measures to mitigate COVID-19 risks.

The Survey on Children’s Education followed a two-stage stratified cluster sampling approach (design),
utilised Computer-Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI) technique for face-to-face data collection at field
level. One questionnaire with two modules, prepared on the lines of MICS6 standard questionnaire, was used
in the survey.

Here is the summary of the findings of the report, which presents national level summary results of the survey.
This is immediately followed by the analytical report containing division level estimate as also the
disaggregated data by different household characteristics that are related to the indicator. A summary of the
survey findings are presented below.

Household composition and housing characteristics

The majority of the surveyed households are headed by a male (87.6 percent); most of the members belong
to age 35-64 years (69.8 percent) and are living mostly in the rural areas (76.5 percent). The households
commonly had 3-5 members, about 68.5 percent (ranging from 19.7 to 29.1 percent). There are about two-
thirds of the household heads have formal education, i.e., primary or above (65.9 percent).

Access to electricity of households are almost universal (98.4 percent). About a half of households (49
percent have internet access at home, it is much higher in urban (65.3 percent) than in rural areas (44.0
percent).

A large proportion of households own their dwelling (87.5 percent), it is more in rural (95.5 percent) than in
urban areas ( 61.6 percent), while about 4 in 10 households possess agricultural land (rural: 44.8 percent;
urban: 22.1 percent) and 6 in 10 own farm animals/livestock. Ownership of livestock is mostly presents in
rural areas (70.4 percent).
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Almost every household has at least one member with a celular phone (96.0 percent) but only about 39
percent households have at least one member with a bank account, which is more prevalent among urban
(53.3 percent) than in rural households (33.9 percent).

Sanitation

The survey shows that 88.7 percent of the population have access to improved sanitation, which is 4
percentage higher increase in past 3 years compared to MICS Bangladesh 2019 (84.6 percent) results. Again,
71.2 percent of the population is using improved sanitation facilities which is not public or shared, which again
has increased by 7 percentage in the last 3 years (MICS 2019). Flush/pour to septic tank or to piped sewer
system are the most commonly used facilities in the urban areas and pit latrine with a slab is the most
common in rural areas.

Learning

A majority of children are attending school at their official age (primary: 77.7 percent, lower secondary: 66.2
percent) as compared to those attending at an age below the official age or are underage (primary: 5.2
percent, lower secondary: 7.4 percent). Children attending school at an age which is higher than the official
age or are overage, are substantially high (primary: 17.1 percent, lower secondary: 26.4 percent), though they
are much lower than those attending at their official age.

The Gross Intake Rate (GIR) to the last grade of primary school is 88.7 percent, about 8 percent higher
among girls than boys (97.5 percent vs. 89.2 percent). GIR is similar in rural and urban areas but vary
considerably across divisions (111.1 in Barishal and 67.6 in Mymensingh). The GIR to the last grade of lower
secondary school is 83.6 percent and is much higher for girls (88.8 percent) than boys (74.9 percent).

Further, the primary school completion rate is 78.2, which is much higher for girls (85.6) than boys (70.7). The
school completion rates however fall for lower secondary school (64.1 percent) and upper secondary school
(20.2 percent). The rates are much lower than those reported in 2019 (MICS), especially at the primary and
upper secondary levels ((primary: 82.6 percent; lower secondary: 64.7 percent and upper secondary: 29.4
percent)

The effective transition rate to the secondary level, i.e., children in the last grade of primary school moving on
to secondary school has remained very high at 94.1 percent, which is very much comparable to 2019 rates
(94.5 percent). These rates do not show much variations across sex of the child, area of residence,and even
across the divisions.

The ratio of girls to boys, known as Gender Parity Index (GPI), attending primary, lower and upper secondary
school, obtained from net attendance ratios, are 1.11, , 1.35 and 1.14, respectively, which suggests that more
girls than boys attend school and particularly at the lower secondary school. Though GPIs by area are very
similar to the overall GPI. It varies significantly across divisions (GPI in primary school is 1.49 in Mymensingh,
while it is 0.99 in Rangpur).

Children’s foundational reading skills seem to be lacking as among children aged 7-14 years, only 62.3
percent can correctly read 90% of words in a given story, while 52.8 and 52.9 percent of children correctly
answered comprehension questions of three literals and two inferential, respectively, with an overall
foundational reading skills are exhibited in 49.8 percent of children; urban children (56.8 percent) have better
reading skills than rural children (47.7 percent). Foundational numeracy skills among children aged 7-14 years
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are also at low levels with only 25.8 percent children who could complete all 4 tasks under the numeracy
skills. Among them, 59.1 percent successfully completed number reading, 59.6 percent completed number
discrimination, 53.5 percent completed addition and 37.5 percent recognized the pattern in numbers. Urban
children are a little better than rural children in each of the numeracy tasks.

Primary school drop-out rates are much lower at 3.1 percent (boys: 4.0 percent, girls: 2.3 percent) and are
about 4 percentage lower than that at upper secondary school (7.1 percent; boys: 6.4 percent, girls: 7.8
percent) while the drop-out rate at lower secondary level lies in between these two levels. The drop-out rates,
regardless of education level, is 4.9 percent with insignificant differences across the background
characteristics. On the other hand, the repetition rate is as high as 27.9 percent in upper secondary education,
while it is much lower in primary education (3.7 percent) and lower secondary education (2.4 percent). The
overall school repetition rate stands at 11.4 percent, irrespective of the level of education.

Online learning during the school closure due to COVID-19

The survey presents school age children’s learning status before the closure of school due to COVID-19,
during the peak hour of COVID-19, when a country wide lockdown was enforce and educational institutions
remained closed as well as immediately after reopening of educational institutions in late 2021. It shows that
that only about 1 in 5 (18.7 percent) school going children (regardless of education level) attended online
learning during the school closure, with little sex differentials though the levels varied across area of
residence (urban: 28.7 percent; rural: 15.9 percent). The primary level participation rate (13.1 percent) was
lower compared to lower and upper secondary levels (20.3 and 23.7 percent, respectively). Overall, 36.9
percent of children had some supportive devices in the household to ensure online learning, which again was
more in urban (50.6 percent) than in rural areas (32.9 percent), though sex differentials in availability of
supportive devices was not very prominent. Nevertheless, among f the school age children who had the scope
of using such devices for online learning, about | 57.7 percent used them always, while 22.1 percent used
them occasionally and 10.3 percent very little and about 1 in 10 (9.9 percent) never used devices for online
learning. Usage of devices was more during the lockdown in urban (67.2 percent) than rural (53.4 percent)
children. On an average the children. Studied online for about 3 hours (177.1 minutes) per day.

Regardless of education level, children’s everyday study time for learning was 127 minutes per day at home,
190 minutes per day at school and 46 minutes per day at coaching centres, with a total of 363 minutes per
day of study time before the school closure. This came down to about 124 minutes per day during the school
closure, with 83 minutes at home, 13 minutes at school for online learning and about 278 minutes per day at
coaching centres .

Among school going children, a large proportion of 95.5 percent children studied at home before the school
closure for pandemic. This dropped sharply to 80.8 percent during the school closure and have not come to
the pre-closure levels yet, as it has recovered to 90.8 percent after reopening of schools. Their average study
time per day during the three periods are 117.5, 85.8 and 111.3 minutes, respectively. Also, during the three
periods under discussion children studying at coaching centres was 48.7, 27.5 and 39.2 percent,
respectively. The mean study time at coaching centres were 73.4 minutes, 68.2 minutes and 69.5 minutes
per day, respectively, showing that the mean study time at home and at the coaching centres reduced during
the school closure days together with the proportion of children that studied at home and at the coaching
centres.

As mentioned before, about 4 in 5 school going children did not participate in online learning during the school
closure. The main reason for non-participation in online learning (including through radio/television) during
school closure were absence of scope of online learning from school (42.1 percent), absence of internet
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facility at home (41.8 percent) and non-availability of supportive device for online learning at home (39.9
percent) and not having radio/television at home (30.9 percent).

The ‘prolonged closure of school’ was the most significant reason (43.6 percent) for children’s non-attending
any educational institution in the school year 2021, among those who attended school in 2020, i.e., those who
dropped out in 2021. Besides, ‘decrease in family income’ (23.6 percent) and ’child’s unwillingness to attend’
(22.8 percent), were some other notable reasons for drop-out.

The measures taken by the household to prevent learning loss during school closure for COVID-19, ‘self-
learning’ (44.2 percent), ‘engaging a house tutor’ (38.9 percent), and ‘teaching by parents/family members’
(24.0 percent) were the more important ones through which children got benefited. In contrast, 35.8 percent
did not get any benefit as households did not take any measure in this respect. ‘Giving assignment to students
by teachers’ (71.7 percent), ‘monitoring by teachers through phone’ (20.3 percent) and ‘assigning homework
by teachers’ (20.0 percent) were the main measures taken by school that benefited the children to prevent
learning loss during school closure. However, 17.5 percent of children did not get any benefit as the schools
did not take any measure in this respect.

The school closure during the pandemic hampered children’s classroom learning to a great extent was felt by
large proportion of parents/caregivers of the school going children (72.2 percent) while some felt it has
hampered children’s classroom learning to some extent (26.2 percent).

About 64% of children’s parents/caregivers felt that online learning during the pandemic was ‘quite less’ while
about 33 percent felt it was ‘less’ or ‘average’ as compared to the effectiveness of classroom study before the
pandemic.

Child marriage

The survey shows that 9.1 percent of women aged 15-24 years got married before the age of 15 while 11.2
percent and 40.7 percent of women aged 20-24 years got married before 15 and 18, respectively. Mother’s
education appears to be strongly negatively correlated with child marriage, where higher proportion of children
are married off at an early age when mothers have low or no education (55.6 percent of women of age 15-19
are married), while this it is 28.4 percent among those whose mothers have higher education. Also, among
women of age 20-24 years about 40.7 percent had been married before age 18, while 11.2 percent had been
married before age 15 years. These proportions were 51.4 percent and 15.5 percent, respectively, in 2019
(MICS), showing consistent drop in the rates of child marriage over the years in Bangladesh.

To find a ‘suitable groom’ was reported as the main reason for marrying early (81.2 percent). While ‘social
practice’ was cited by 23.6 percent of women, ‘school closure due to COVID-19' as a reason for child
marriage was reported in 5.1 percent cases.

Child functioning

About 4.2 percent of children aged 5-17 years were reported to have a functional difficulty in at least one
domain of the listed domains® based on the Washington Group on Disability Statistics. It was higher among
boys (4.8 percent) than girls (3.6 percent) and in urban (5.3 percent) than in rural areas (3.9 percent). Among
children who wear glasses, 2.7 percent have difficulty in seeing even after wearing glasses; of the children
using hearing aid, 6.9 percent have difficulty in hearing even after using hearing aid and among children using

6 . . . . - . . . .
The domains include seeing, hearing, walking, selfcare, communication, learning, remembering, concentrating, accepting changes,

controlling behaviour, making friends, anxiety and depression
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equipment for walking, 28.8 percent have difficulty in walking even after using equipment. Though no area
differences exist in these proportions, sex differences show that a higher proportion of boys difficulties than
girls in all these three domains. Notably, about 37.7 percent of boys as against 20.9 percent of girls have
difficulty in walking even after using equipment.

Conclusion

The Survey on Children’s Education 2021 reflects the educational status of school age children immediately
before and during the school closure for COVID-19 and after reopening of school. School readiness among
primary school children is high (75 percent), indicating a high attendance in pre-primary education in the year
before the survey year and is comparable with result in the year 2018 where it was 72.7 percent (MICS 2019).
Although net attendance ratio (adjusted) in primary school is quite high (80.5 percent), it is considerably low in
lower or upper secondary school (59.6 percent and 50.5 percent, respectively). The corresponding attendance
ratios three years ago were very much higher at primary level (85.9 percent) but were comparable at lower
secondary (57.8 percent) and upper secondary levels (48.1 percent). Similarly, the primary school completion
rate is seen to be higher (84.3 percent) than lower and upper secondary school completion rates (69.4
percent and 32.2 percent, respectively), though they were also at similar levels in 2018 (MICS 2019). The
gross intake rate to the last grade of primary school (88.7 percent) and lower secondary school (83.6 percent)
as well as the effective transition rate to secondary school (94.1 percent) are very high. The GPI in school
suggests girls had higher attendance than the boys particularly in lower secondary school (GPI 1.35) and
were close to parity at other levels of education. Children of age 7-14 show moderate levels foundational skills
in reading (49.8 percent children qualify all three reading skills), but their numeracy skills are disappointing
(25.8 percent complete all 4 numeracy tasks). Drop-out and repetition rates in primary level are low (3.1 and
3.7 percent, respectively) although it is moderately high in upper secondary level (7.1 and 27.9 percent,
respectively).

During the school closure due to COVID-19, children were less likely to participate in online learning (18.7
percent) mainly due to lack of scope of online learning from school (42.1 percent), absence internet support at
home (41.8 percent), unavailability of supportive device (39.9 percent) and lack of radio/television at home
(30.9 percent). Online learning apparently failed to satisfy parents, as they opined that online study was ‘quite
less’ (64.0%) or ‘less’ (24.8%) effective in comparison to classroom study before the school closure. They also
observed that the school closure hampered children’s education a lot (72.2%) or to some extent (26.2%).
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

In March 2020, when the novel coronavirus (later termed as COVID-19 by WHO) started to spread in
Bangladesh, the GoB immediately took various measures and strategies to tackle the situation including
nation-wide shutting down the educational institutions, closing the market and other public spaces along with
the transport system to restrict free movement and public gathering. School shutdown continued for 18
months and schools were reopened on September 12, 2021. During the closure, the GoB quickly established
a remote learning system to ensure learning continuity, with lessons broadcasted on television and radio, e-
contents uploaded, and live classes conducted by teachers on online platforms. In addition, teachers and local
education officials continued to communicate with students and parents, paid home visits, and distributed
worksheets or assignments to aid remote learning activities.

Despite all these initiatives, there remained a high risk of substantial losses in learning and increasing drop-
out rates, particularly in rural and remote areas, as not all children could be reached equitably by remote
learning due to access to devices and connectivity. Analysis of past experiences of school closure confirms a
significant reduction in foundational skills and basic competencies among children from 11 to 54 per cent.’

Against this backdrop, there was an urgent need to understand the extent (causes, consequences, and
correlations) of COVID-19 on education (attendance, out-of-school, drop-out, and learning loss, among other
education outcomes). Also, there was a need to learn status of its associated domains such as child marriage
and violent discipline method against children, disaggregated by division, sex, area (urban/rural), relevant age
groups, mothers’ education levels, child’s functional difficulties, ethnicity and wealth quintile. This was needed
to make the authority able to take appropriate measures to mitigate the risks or learning losses that the
COVID-19 crisis has induced, including attempts to reverse any negative trend, and restore past achievement
in these areas.

Based on the felt need, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), Statistics and Informatics Division (SID),
Ministry of Planning, Government of Bangladesh (GoB), in collaboration with UNICEF Bangladesh undertook
an initiative to gather evidence-based data on the learning status of students during the school closure, side
by side the status immediately before the outbreak of COVID-19 as well as after reopening of educational
institutions, through a country-wide national survey of households.

This present report is based on this survey viz., Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh, conducted in
2021 by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS). The survey provides statistically sound data on education
situation after the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, which are essential for developing evidence-based
policies and formulating programmatic responses and to take appropriate recovery initiatives to address
impact of COVID-19 on education,

Bangladesh has been responding to its commitment to children by implementing various development
programmes through different social sector ministries such as the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW), Ministry of Primary and Mass Education (MoP&ME), Ministry of Education (MoE), Ministry of Social
Welfare (MoSW), etc. A good number of laws/acts for protecting the rights of children have been enacted
such as, the Children Act 2013, Birth and Death Registration Act 2013, Disabled People’s Rights and
Protection Act 2013 and National Human Rights Act 2009. These have been complemented by a number of
national policies: Early Childhood Care and Development Policy 2013, National Children Policy 2011, National

! UNICEF, 2020. COVID-19: Effects of School Closures on Foundational Skills and Promising Practices for Monitoring and Mitigating
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Health Policy 2011, National Education Policy 2010, Child Labor Elimination Policy 2010, National Population
Policy 2012, etc. The government has also formulated the national development strategy and the Five-Year
Development Plans.

In addition to the efforts made by the GoB, international organisations such as UNICEF provided full support
for television lessons, while UNESCO supported radio-based lessons.® Notwithstanding these initiatives, there
is a high risk of substantial losses in learning and increasing drop-out rates,’ particularly in the rural and
remote areas, since all children could not be reached equitably by remote learning system due to lack of
access to devices and internet connectivity.

1.2 Survey Objectives

Primary objectives of the Survey on Children’s Education was to understand the extent (causes,
consequences, and correlations) of COVID-19 on education (attendances, out-of-school, drop-out, and
learning loss, among other education outcomes). As also the connected domains like child marriage and
violence discipline method against children, to be able to take appropriate measures to mitigate the risks that
the COVID-19 crisis has induced.

The specific objectives of the survey were:

1. To capture the extent of the impact of the prolonged school closure on the drop-out and learning
loss of children and adolescents over the past 18 months.

2. To capture data on child marriage and child discipline connected to the education situation as a
result of prolonged school closures

1.3 Scope of the Survey

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) and UNICEF Bangladesh agreed to jointly conduct this household
(HH) survey to generate primary data on a few selected key indicators, including, drop-out rates, foundational
literacy and numeracy skills at primary and secondary education levels. The plan aimed to provide estimates
at the national and divisional levels, with disaggregation by division, child’s sex, area of residence, relevant
age groups, mothers/fathers' education levels, child's functional difficulties, ethnicity and household wealth
quintile.

For this, the MICS™ (Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys) instruments and approach has been used,
considering the following advantages:

e The last round of MICS was conducted in Bangladesh in 2019. Therefore, conducting this survey in
2021 would enable a comparison between the pre-COVID 2019 data (as baseline) and current data
(2021) on the selected indicators. With this, the impact of COVID-19 can be monitored.

e In the country, MICS is owned, managed, and technically supervised by the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS), a government entity. The results generated in the survey are expected to give
confidence to planners, decision-makers and programme implementing agencies for its efficient use.

e The MICS methodology incorporates Education, marriage and child discipline modules, within which
tools and instruments were readily available for measuring school attendance, drop-out rate,

8 https://lwww.unicef.org/bangladesh/en/stories/students-bangladesh-adjust-remote-learning-national-tv-during-covid-19-lockdown
°® World Bank 2020. Simulating the Potential Impacts of COVID-19 School Closures on Schooling and Learning Outcomes: A Set of
Global Estimates

MICS (Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys): https://mics.unicef.org
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foundational literacy and numeracy skills. The tools could be quickly customized, and a household
survey could be immediately planned to reduce the planning and execution time.

e Trained enumerators who worked in the 2019 MICS round were tracked and engaged in data
collection to reduce training time, as MICS involves extensive training processes.

The Survey on Children’s Education results are expected to fill key data gaps by generating primary data on
key education and protection indicators which will be vastly useful for planning and designing appropriate
short, medium and long-term response and recovery measures to address the impact of the global pandemic,
and thereby contributing to the achievement of the SDGs. The survey is also expected to contribute indirectly
to the evidence base of other important initiatives of the Government of Bangladesh and international
organisations towards children’s betterment and welfare.

This report presents the results from the survey together with analysis of results.






2. SURVEY METHODOLOGY

2.1 Sample Design

The sample for the Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh 2021 has been designed to provide
estimates for a host of indicators on children’s educational status in Bangladesh at the national level, for urban
and rural areas, and for eight divisions of the country. A two-stage, stratified cluster sampling approach was
used to select the survey sample. The sampling frame was based on the 2011 Bangladesh Census of
Population and Housing. The primary sampling units (PSUs), selected at the first stage, are the enumeration
areas (EAs) defined for the census enumeration, and are selected from the PSU’s selected for MICS 2019.
The MICS 2019 household listing has been used for each sample EA, and a sample of households has been
selected at the second stage.

The number of PSUs and households in the sample of the survey are 450 and 9,000, respectively.

2.2 Sample Size

The overall sample size for the Survey on Children’s Education is 9,000 households. For the calculation of the
sample size, the key indicator used is the proportion of drop-out among school age children. Since the survey
results were planned to tabulate at the divisional level, it was necessary to determine the minimum sample
size for each division. For the purpose, the following formula has been used:

[4(r)(1 —7)(deff)]
[(0.12r)? (pb)(AvgSize)(RR)]

Where

n= the required sample size, expressed as number of households

4= a factor to achieve the 95 percent level of confidence

r= the predicted or anticipated value of the indicator, expressed in the form of a proportion

deff = the design effect for the indicator, estimated from a previous survey or using a default value of 1.5

0.12r= the margin of error (ME) to be tolerated at the 95 percent level of confidence, defined as 12
percent of r (relative margin of error of r)

pb = the proportion of the total population upon which the indicator, r, is based
AveSize = the average household size (number of persons per household)

RR = the predicted response rate

For the calculation, r (proportion of drop-out) has been taken as 4.5 percent. The value of deff (design effect)
has been taken as 1.3 based on estimates from MICS 2019. Further, pb has been taken as 42 percent,
AveSize (average household size) has been taken as 4.3 persons per household, and the response rate is
assumed to be 90 percent.

The formula above has been used to calculate expected margins of error for different sample sizes at the
divisional level. The relative margin of error (RME) is found higher at the divisional level and finally considered
at 25 percent level to calculate the sample size. The conclusion from studying the expected confidence



intervals and RME is that 1000-1,200 households per domain would be adequate to yield estimates with
sufficient precision for most of the indicators. It had been decided to have an average sample size of about
1,125 households per stratum. The strata will be the eight divisions. This would give a total sample size of
9,000 households at the national level.

2.3 Sample Allocation

The number of households selected per cluster for the survey has been determined as 20 households,
therefore, 450 clusters were required. As sampling fractions (SF) are varying between divisions (SF, i.e., the
number of sample households to total household, is much higher for Barishal division compared to Dhaka
division due to the different population size), it resulted in variation in sampling weights. Thus, a few
departures from the equal allocation of the sample were made while considering the minimum number of
required sampled households (1,000) for the precise estimates at the divisional level. The equal allocation has
been therefore been adjusted in a way that it increased the sample for larger divisions and decreased for the
smaller divisions compared to an equal allocation.

Table SM 2.1: The allocation of sample households and clusters within each of the eight divisions,
Survey of Children’s Education in Bangladesh, 2021

Division Number of PSUs Number of households

Rural Urban Total Rural Urban Total
Barishal 42 8 50 840 160 1,000
Chattogram 48 17 65 960 340 1,300
Dhaka 53 22 75 1,060 440 1,500
Khulna 45 10 55 900 200 1,100
Mymensingh 42 8 50 840 160 1,000
Rajshahi 45 10 55 900 200 1,100
Rangpur 44 6 50 880 120 1,000
Sylhet 42 8 50 840 160 1,000
Total 361 89 450 7,228 1,772 9,000

2.4 Listing Activities and Selection of Households

As mentioned earlier, the households listed for MICS-2019 have been used for this survey in order to
minimize the time required for fresh listing of households, with the assumption that not much change would
have happened in the number of households in the selected PSU during this short period. The listed
households were sequentially numbered from 1 to n (the total number of households in each enumeration
area). Then, 20 households in each enumeration area were selected using random systematic selection
procedures. The MICS6 spreadsheet template for systematic random selection of households has been
adapted and used for this purpose.

2.5 Data Collection Method

The Survey was conducted using Computer-Assisted Personal Interviews (CAPI) technique for face-to-face
data collection at field level. The data collection application has been developed based on the CSPro (Census
and Survey Processing System) software, version 7.2. Procedures and standard programmes developed




under the global MICS programme have been customized for the Survey on Children’s Education 2021
guestionnaire and used throughout.

2.6 Training

Training for the final data collection took place for 7 days during December 12-19, 2021, except on December
16, 2021, the national victory day. Since, trained enumerators who worked in the 2019 MICS round were
tracked and engaged in data collection, it justified the reduction in training time, as MICS involves extensive
training processes. Training included lectures on interviewing techniques and the contents of the
guestionnaire, and mock interviews between trainees to gain practice in asking questions. Participants first
completed full training on the paper questionnaire, followed by training on the CAPI application. The trainees
spent three days with paper questionnaires, three days with CAPI, and one full day on the field practice.

Six officials of the BBS headquarter worked as trainers and 26 supervisors and 83 enumerators for the survey
participated in a face-to-face training programme at BBS headquarter in Dhaka. In addition, 8 Joint Directors
of 8 divisions and 64 Deputy Directors/Statistical Officers of BBS from 64 districts, participated in the training
from a remote location online as coordinators of the survey.

Field supervisors attended additional training on the duties of team supervision and related responsibilities.

2.7 Fieldwork

Twenty-four (24) teams, each comprised of 3 interviewers and 1 supervisor, have collected data from the
selected PSUs in 21 working days from December 21, 2021 to January 10, 2022. Android-based tablets were
used for the data collection. The tablets utilized a Bluetooth application for field operations, enabling transfer
of assignments and completed questionnaires between supervisor and interviewers.

2.8 Fieldwork Quality Control Measures

Team supervisors remained responsible for the daily monitoring of fieldwork. Besides supervision of
household interviews, the supervisor observed the work of team members and guided them when needed.
He/she observed interviewers’ skills and performance every day.

During the fieldwork, in addition to the division and district survey coordinators, the BBS survey management
team members and senior officials visited the field teams. Throughout the fieldwork, field check tables (FCTs)
were produced weekly for analysis and to allow field teams to take immediate corrective measures.

2.9 Data Management, Editing and Analysis

Data were received in the server of BBS headquarter via Internet File Streaming System (IFSS) integrated
into the management application on the supervisors’ tablets. Data were synchronized at the headquarter on a
regular basis as soon as they were ready. The monitoring teams established at the BBS headquarter
communicated application updates or any other technical issue to field teams through this system.



During the data collection and following the completion of fieldwork, data were edited according to editing
processes outlined in detail in the MICS Guidelines for Secondary Editingll, a customised version of the
standard MICS6 documentation.

The datasets were analysed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software, version 23.
Model syntax and tabulation plan developed by UNICEF were customised and used for this purpose.

2.10 Data Tables

The tables based on the data from the survey have been included as part of the sections under which a theme
of the survey has been covered and have not been put under a separate section. It may be noted that some of
the indicators are based on relative smaller unweighted sample cases. Following the MICS guidelines, all
estimates based on smaller samples, unweighted sample numbers between 25 and 49, should be used with
caution, and estimates based on less than 25 unweighted sample numbers are not statistically robust and
should not be used.

2.11 Survey Findings

Following the basic statistical disclosure control (SDC) procedure, unique identifiers such as location and
names collected during interviews were removed from datasets to ensure privacy and anonymity. These
anonymised data files are made available on the BBS website and can be freely downloaded for legitimate
research purposes.

2.12 Questionnaire

One questionnaire with two modules was used in the survey: 1) A household module to collect basic
demographic information on all de jure household members (usual residents), household characteristics and
the dwelling; 2) A module for children and adults aged 5-24 years, administered to all mothers (or caregivers)
or child him/herself living in the household.*

In addition to administering the questionnaire, fieldwork teams observed the latrines. Also, the module for

children and adults age 5-24 years included a reading and mathematics assessment administered to children
age 7-14 years.

The questionnaire included the following modules:

HOUSEHOLD MODULE CHILDREN AGE 5-24 YEARS MODULE

e Household Information Panel
e List of Household Members e Learning and Attendance to School
e Education [3+ Years] including Effect of e Child Discipline [5-14]

COVID-19 on Education and Psycho-Social e Child Functioning [5-17]

Aspects e Parental Involvement [7-14]
e Early Childhood Development e Foundational Learning Skills [7-14]
e Household Characteristics e Marriage [10-24]
e Sanitation
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Children aged 15-17 years living without their mother and with no identified caregiver in the household were considered emancipated
and the questionnaire for children aged 5-17 years has been administered directly to them.



In line with the survey's objectives to capture information on children's educational status during COVID-19,
some new questions were incorporated into the existing education modules to explore the influence of the
pandemic on education and learning of the children.

Using the MICS6 standard questionnaire, a draft structured questionnaire was developed based on the
study's objectives. The questionnaire was modified and translated into Bangla and tested in combination with
the CAPI application on November 27, 2021 (the paper questionnaire) and December 4, 2021 (the CAPI
application). Based on the results, modifications were made to the wording and translation of the
guestionnaire and its CAPI application. A copy of the questionnaire is provided in Appendix 2.

2.13 Ethical Protocol

As a National Statistical Office, BBS considered all the ethical issues of conducting this survey as though
there was no biological experiment involved. Specific strategies necessary to prevent or avoid COVID-19
infection and spread were addressed. Additionally, the study was human rights-based (including child rights)
and gender-sensitive, where all applicable data are disaggregated by sex and age. BBS formed different
committees to review or approve all the procedures and survey tools and provide necessary guidelines for
smooth operation of the survey.

Verbal consent was obtained for each of the respondents participating and, for children age 15-17 years
individually interviewed, an adult consent was obtained before obtaining child’s assent. All respondents were
informed of the voluntary nature of participation and the confidentiality and anonymity of information.
Additionally, respondents were informed of their right to refuse to answer all or particular questions, as well as
to stop the interview at any time.






3. SAMPLE COVERAGE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF
RESPONDENTS

3.1 Results of interview

Results of the sample implementation including response rates are presented in Table SR™.1.1. Of the
sample of 9,000 households, 8,996 were found to be occupied. Of these, 8,995 were successfully interviewed
with a household completion rate of 99.9 percent and response rate of 100 percent.

In the interviewed households, 5,333 girls and women (age 10-24 years) were identified. Of them, 5,318 were
successfully interviewed, resulting in a response rate of 99.7 percent within the interviewed households.
Similarly, a total of 9,415 children age 5-17 years were identified. Of them, 9,384 children were interviewed,
which corresponds to a response rate of 99.7 percent within the interviewed households.

By area of residence and division, a similar pattern exists with respect to the number of households sampled,
occupied and interviewed and girls and women age 10-24 years and children age 5-17 years eligible and
interviewed.

Table SR.1.1: Results of households, girls and women age 10-24's and children age 5-17's interviews

Number of households, girls and women age 10-24 and children age 5-17 by interview results, Bangladesh, 2021

Total Area Division
Urban | Rural | Barishal Chattogram‘ Dhaka ‘ Khulna ’Mymensingh ‘ Rajshahi ‘ Rangpur‘ Sylhet

Households

Sampled 9,000, 1,780 7,220 1,000 1,300 1,500 1,100 1,000 1,100 1,000 1,000

Occupied 8,996 1,778 7,218 999 1,297 1,500 1,100 1,000 1,100 1,000 1,000

Interviewed 8,995 1,778 7,217 999 1,296 1,500 1,100 1,000 1,100 1,000 1,000

Household completion rate 99.90 99.9 100.0 99.9 99.7 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000  100.0 100.0

Household response rate 100.0, 100.0 100.0  100.0 99.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000  100.0 100.0
Girls and women age 10-24 years

Eligible 5,333 1,019 4,314 573 914 782 577 589 549 504 845

Interviewed 5,318 1,016 4,302 573 911 781 570 589 547 504 843

Girl's response rate 99.7] 99.7 99.7  100.0 99.7 999 988 100.0 996 1000 9938
Children age 5-17 years

Eligible 9,415 1,765 7,650 1,063 1.636 1.381 1.059 1.024 897 950 1,405

Interviewed 9,384/ 1,760 7,624 1,055 1.628 1.379 1.055 1.019 896 948 1,404

Children age 5-17's response rate 99.7) 99.7 99.7 99.2 99.5 999  99.6 99.5 99.9 99.8 99.9

3.2 Housing and household characteristics

Tables SR.2.1 and SR.2.2 provide details on the household level characteristics. Most of the information
collected on the housing characteristics have been used in the construction of the wealth index.

Table SR.2.1 presents area and division-wise housing characteristics, i.e., access to electricity and internet,
number of rooms used for sleeping and mean number of persons per room used for sleeping.
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In Table SR.2.2, households are distributed according to ownership of land, dwelling and selected durable
assets as well as livestock by households (which includes ownership by individual household members).

Access to electricity is almost universal without variations at area of residence and divisional levels (98.4
percent of the households have electricity; interconnected grid is the most common source with 95.2 percent,
off-grid is rare with 3.2 percent; while 1.6 percent do not have electricity). Of 37,935 members of the
households successfully interviewed, 98.7 percent have access to electricity in the household with a similar
pattern across divisions and areas of residence (Table SR.2.1).

Almost every 1 in 2 households has internet access at home (49.0 percent); however, access to education
programmes by the students also depended on access to internet in the neighbour’s or friends’ household
which the students of the sampled households could have accessed and used. Internet access is much higher
in urban area (65.3 percent) compared to rural households (44.0 percent). As expected, households in
Dhaka division have the largest proportion of internet access than households in all other divisions where
households in are twice as likely to have internet access (61.3 percent) as households in Mymensingh
and Rangpur ( 30.1-30.7 percent) which hasve lowest access among the divisions (Table SR.2.1).

The majority of the households use 1-2 rooms for sleeping ( 30.6 percent use 1 room and 44.1 percent use 2
rooms). Although no area differences exist, division level variations show a higher percentage of households
in Barishal using 2-3 or more rooms (86.7 percent) than households in other divisions. On an average 2.3
persons live per room used for sleeping with very little variation between urban and rural areas and across
divisions (Table SR.2.1).

About a half (48.9 percent) of the households have a television - much higher in urban area (68.5 percent)
than in rural area (42.8 percent). Dhaka and Rajshahi have more households with television compared with
the remaining divisions. Possession of radio in households is quite nominal (0.6 percent). Again, while 93.8
percent of households have electric fans and 44.4 percent have refrigerators, only 7.0 percent have a member
having a computer or tablet.

Survey also shows that about 9 in 10 (87.5 percent) households own a house which is much higher in in rural
(95.5 percent)than in urban area (61.6 percent). About 2 in 5 households (39.5 percent) possess agricultural
land which is lower in Chattogram, Dhaka and Sylhet divisions as compared to other divisions. About 61
percent of households own livestock. (Table SR.2.2).

Among the personal belongings owned by at least one member of household, mobile phone was owned by
the largest proportion of households (96 percent), while land phone was used only by 0.4 percent, with
negligible area and divisional level differences.. About 2 in 5 (38.5 percent) members of household reported
having their bank accounts. (Table SR.2.2).



Table SR.2.1: Housing characteristics

Percent distribution of households by selected housing characteristics, according to area of residence and division, Bangladesh, 2021

Total Area Division

Urban | Rural [Barishall Chattogram| Dhaka | Khulna | Mymensingh | Rajshahi | Rangpur | Sylhet
Total 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 |  100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
Electricity
Yes, interconnected grid 952 | 969 | 946 | 969 803 | 994 | 99.3 98.5 98.1 %64 | 977
Yes, off-grid 32 | 17 37 | 18 16.3 02 | 02 0.4 03 1.0 0.2
No 16 | 13 1.7 | 13 34 04 | 06 1.1 1.6 2.7 2.0
Internet access at home
Yes 490 | 653 | 440 | 415 562 | 61.3 | 51.8 30.1 424 307 | 543
No 510 | 347 | 560 | 585 | 438 387 | 482 69.9 576 69.3 | 457
Number of rooms used for sleeping
1 306 | 331 | 299 | 133 222 372 | 254 452 348 319 | 240
2 441 | 422 | 447 | 464 459 | 419 | 475 378 448 468 | 40.1
3 or more 253 | 247 | 255 | 40.3 319 | 210 | 270 17.0 204 213 | 359
Number of households 8,995 , 6,882 | 526 1,583 | 2,286 | 1,041 674 1,286 | 1,071 | 528
uM;a:jnfg:J;Ts:;ﬁ;persons Perroom 1 oa0 | 231 | 230 | 202 | 232 | 235 | 219 | 264 215 | 226 | 252
Percentage of household members
with access to electricity in the 987 | 988 | 987 | 9838 97.0 996 | 99.7 99.1 99.1 97.9 98.4
household [1]
Number of household members 37,935| 8,735 29200 2,339 | 7,374 |9180 | 4321 | 2793 4860 | 4350 | 2,719

[1] MICS indicator SR.1 - Access to electricity; SDG Indicator 7.1.1




Table SR.2.2: Household and personal assets

Percentage of households by ownership of selected household and personal assets, and percent distribution by ownership of dwelling,
according to area of residence and division, Bangladesh, 2021

Total Area Division

Urban | Rural | Barishal | Chattogram ‘ Dhaka ‘ Khulna ‘ Mymensingh ‘ Rajshahi ‘ Rangpur ‘ Sylhet
Percentage of households that own a
Fixed telephone line 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.2 08 | 05 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.4
Radio 06 08 05 1.0 0.1 07 | 13 06 04 04 05
Cot/bed 973 | 968 | 975 | 99.1 89.8 984 | 984 99.2 99.5 995 | 99.0
Table/chair 889 | 863 | 898 | 929 83.4 838 | 933 91.0 92.2 944 | 938
Almirah/wardrobe 515 | 689 | 46.1 55.2 66.8 63.5 | 428 354 35.9 354 | 57.8
Sofa set 164 | 34.1 11.0 7.7 25.7 214 | 103 73 11.6 95 | 246
Water dispenser 85 | 184 5.4 4.1 10.7 126 | 8.1 2.7 56 1.8 17.0
Television 489 | 685 | 428 | 325 3838 628 | 496 36.8 56.2 435 | 419
Refrigerator 444 | 664 | 376 | 398 46.5 62.8 | 388 36.2 451 174 | 373
Air conditioner 1.2 4.2 0.3 0.1 09 30 | 08 0.0 09 0.0 06
Washing machine 0.9 25 0.3 0.4 0.9 2.1 0.2 0.1 04 0.0 07
Electric water pump 235 | 217 | 222 9.1 235 237 | 326 21.1 28.0 195 | 188
Electric fan 938 | 954 | 934 | 955 80.1 98.3 | 982 96.7 95.6 948 | 956
Percentage of households that own
Agricultural land 395 | 221 | 448 | 489 345 312 | 427 424 457 506 | 33.8
Farm animals/livestock 605 | 283 | 704 | 729 59.9 369 | 722 64.9 725 775 | 60.3
Percentage of household that own
Milk cows or bull 326 | 104 | 394 | 292 22.1 179 | 414 384 43.0 545 | 36.3
Water buffalo or goai 0.3 0.1 0.3 05 0.8 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2
Horses, donkeys or mules 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 00 | 02 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.1
Goats 208 | 74 249 | 142 7.2 11.2 | 35.0 16.0 376 39.2 8.7
Sheep 04 0.1 04 03 0.0 03 | 02 0.2 0.9 07 08
Chickens 469 | 202 | 550 | 618 516 273 | 520 56.3 51.9 58.3 | 44.4
Pigs 08 0.2 1.0 0.2 4.1 00 | 02 03 0.1 0.2 0.1
Ducks 244 | 78 295 | 482 26.1 153 | 32.7 25.2 234 250 | 18.9
Pigeons 8.5 56 9.4 13.8 10.0 59 | 137 75 73 7.0 7.3
Percentage of households where at least one member owns or has a
Watch 2719 | 384 | 247 | 251 29.1 317 | 319 18.7 235 261 | 296
Bicycle 269 | 188 | 294 | 130 95 165 | 52.6 19.8 36.6 549 | 16.6
Motorcycle or scooter 14 | 136 | 108 74 8.3 9.3 | 161 9.0 155 152 | 108
Animal-drawn cart 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0
Car, truck, or van 1.0 20 0.7 08 09 1.1 1.0 06 1.0 08 1.6
Boat with a motor 05 06 0.4 1.2 07 02 | 041 0.2 06 0.2 14
Rickshaw or rickshaw van 39 33 4.1 2.1 1.2 26 | 70 36 6.8 7.0 09
Nasiman/Kariman/Votbati 0.5 0.3 06 0.5 0.2 0.4 15 0.2 1.0 0.2 0.2
Easy Bike/Auto Bike 1.9 1.2 2.1 25 13 1.9 14 35 24 1.9 1.1
Computer or tablet 70 | 178 36 36 6.1 120 | 52 37 6.3 39 6.4
Mobile phone 960 | 980 | 954 | 96.9 96.9 978 | 955 95.2 93.3 %1 | 973
Bank account 385 | 533 | 339 | 339 435 454 | 462 22.7 315 321 | 325
Ownership of dwelling
Owned by a household member | 87.5 | 616 | 955 | 93 | 903 | 711 | 930 | 943 | 962 | 946 | 906




Table SR.2.2: Household and personal assets

Percentage of households by ownership of selected household and personal assets, and percent distribution by ownership of dwelling,
according to area of residence and division, Bangladesh, 2021

Total Area Division
Urban | Rural | Barishal | Chattogram | Dhaka | Khulna | Mymensingh | Rajshahi | Rangpur | Sylhet
Not owned 125 | 384 45 7.7 9.7 289 | 70 5.7 38 5.4 9.4
Rented 1.0 | 36.6 3.1 46 8.6 28.0 5.6 3.2 26 3.7 6.6
Other 1.5 1.7 14 3.1 1.1 1.0 1.3 25 1.3 1.7 28
Don’t know/missing 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Number of households 8995 | 2113 | 6882 526 1583 2286 | 1041 674 1286 1071 528

3.3 Household composition

Table SR.3.1 provides the distribution of households by selected background characteristics, including the sex
of the household head, age, area of residence, division, education of household head, number of household
members, and ethnicity. Both unweighted and weighted numbers are presented. Such information is essential
for the interpretation of findings presented later in the report and provide background information on the
representativeness of the survey sample. The remaining tables in this report are presented only with weighted
numbers. The figures in the table are also intended to show the numbers of observations by major categories
of analysis in the report. The weighted and unweighted total numbers of households are equal as sample
weights are normalized.

According to Table SR.3.1, the majority of households are headed by a male (87.6 percent). Majority of the
household heads belong to age group of 35-64 years (69.8 percent). Again, most of them are situated in rural
areas (76.5 percent). Comparatively a higher proportion of the households has 3-5 members (19.7 to 29.1
percent). Households have 4.9 members on an average. About two-third of the household heads have formal
education (66 percent; 27.2 percent have primary and 38.8 percent secondary or above). 96.1 percent of the
households are Bengali and the rest are of ‘other’ ethnicity. One third of households (33.9 percent) have at
least a child under the age of 5, while 75.6 percent have at least one child age less than 18.

Table SR.3.1: Household composition
Percent and frequency distribution of households by selected characteristics, Bangladesh, 2021

Weighted percent Number of households
Weighted Unweighted

Total 100.0 8995 8995
Sex of household head
Male 876 7876 7889
Female 12.4 1119 1106
Age of household head
18-34 16.0 1444 1412
35-64 69.8 6279 6286
65-84 13.5 1213 1235
85+ 0.7 59 62
Area
Urban 235 2113 1778
Rural 76.5 6882 7217
Division
Barishal 5.8 526 999




Table SR.3.1: Household composition

Percent and frequency distribution of households by selected characteristics, Bangladesh, 2021

Weighted percent Number of households
Weighted Unweighted

Chattogram 17.6 1583 1296
Dhaka 254 2286 1500
Khulna 11.6 1041 1100
Mymensingh 75 674 1000
Rajshahi 14.3 1286 1100
Rangpur 11.9 1071 1000
Sylhet 5.9 528 1000
Education of household head
ECE/None 34.1 3065 3086
Primary 27.2 2447 2557
Secondary 12.1 1085 1074
Higher 26.7 2398 2278
Number of household members
1 28 253 252
2 11.1 994 946
3 19.7 1774 1705
4 29.1 2617 2574
5 19.7 1773 1808
6 9.5 852 907
7+ 8.1 732 803
Ethnicity of household head
Bengali 96.1 8648 8743
Others 39 347 252
Households with [A]:
At least one child under age 5 years 339 3048 3091
At least one child aged 5-17 years 64.3 5780 5851
At least one child aged <18 years 75.6 6795 6847
At least one woman aged 15-49 years 86.7 7799 7810
At least one man aged 15-49 years 79.4 7137 7163
No member aged <50 72 646 638
Mean household members 42 37935 38573

[A] Each proportion is a separate characteristic based on the total number of households.

3.4 Age structure of household population

The weighted age and sex distribution of the survey population is provided in Table SR.4.1. In the
households, successfully interviewed, a weighted total of 37,935 members have been listed. Of them, 18,841

are males, 19,094 females.

Table SR.4.1 shows the age-sex structure of the household population. The proportions of child (0-14),
working (15-64) and old-age (65 years and over) groups in the sampled households are 27.6, 66.4 and 5.9
percent respectively without any area differences. The household population aged less than 18 is 33.7
percent and adult members aged 18+ is 66.3 percent; the proportions are similar for males and females, each

having one-third aged less than 18 and two thirds aged 18+.




Table SR.4.1: Age distribution of household population by sex

Percent and frequency distribution of the household population by five-year age groups,
dependency age groups, and by child (age 0-17 years) and adult populations (age 18 or more), by
sex, Bangladesh, 2021

Males Females Total
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total 18841 100.0 19094 100.0 37935 100.0
Age
0-4 1821 9.7 1786 9.4 3607 9.5
59 1661 8.8 1671 8.8 3332 8.8
10-14 1792 9.5 1722 9.0 3514 9.3
15-19 2017 10.7 1988 10.4 4005 10.6

15-17 1160 6.2 1154 6.0 2314 6.1

18-19 857 46 834 44 1691 45
20-24 1517 8.1 1491 78 3008 79
25-29 1427 76 1658 8.7 3085 8.1
30-34 1202 6.4 1540 8.1 2741 7.2
35-39 1374 73 1608 8.4 2983 79
40-44 1254 6.7 1207 6.3 2462 6.5
45-49 1028 5.5 1020 5.3 2048 54
50-54 940 5.0 996 5.2 1935 5.1
55-59 791 4.2 726 38 1517 4.0
60-64 728 39 684 36 1412 37
65-69 579 3.1 417 22 996 26
70-74 343 1.8 283 15 626 1.6
75-79 173 0.9 130 0.7 304 0.8
80-84 112 0.6 84 0.4 196 05
85+ 82 0.4 82 0.4 165 0.4
Children and adult populations
Children aged 0-17 years 6433 34.1 6333 33.2 12767 33.7
Adults aged 18+ years 12407 65.9 12760 66.8 25168 66.3

3.5. Household wealth index quintiles

Table HC.5.1 shows how the household populations in areas and divisions are distributed according to
household wealth quintiles. The distribution of household population in the wealth index quintiles is even with
20 percent each by design, but rural households have a larger share in the poorest and second quintiles
(22.4 and 23.1 percent, respectively) than those in the wealthier two quintiles (20.2 and 12.6 percent). Dhaka
(28.4 percent) and Sylhet (21.3 percent) have higher proportion of households in the richest quintile, than
other divisions. (Table HC.5.1).

Table HC.5.1: Wealth quintiles
Percent distribution of the household population by wealth index quintile, according to area of
residence and division, Bangladesh, 2021

Wealth index quintile Total Number of household
Poorest Second Middle Fourth Richest members
Total 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 100.0 37935
Area




Table HC.5.1: Wealth quintiles
Percent distribution of the household population by wealth index quintile, according to area of
residence and division, Bangladesh, 2021

Wealth index quintile Total Number of household
Poorest Second Middle Fourth Richest members

Urban 1.9 9.8 145 19.3 446 100.0 8735
Rural 22.4 23.1 216 20.2 126 100.0 29200
Division

Barishal 20.8 28.1 228 17.2 11.2 100.0 2339
Chattogram 29.5 135 17.3 19.7 20.0 100.0 7374
Dhaka 12.1 16.1 20.3 23.1 284 100.0 9180
Khulna 124 19.7 24.9 23.2 19.9 100.0 4321
Mymensingh 28.1 29.5 16.2 145 1.7 100.0 2793
Rajshahi 16.8 22.0 208 20.7 19.7 100.0 4860
Rangpur 25.1 26.0 214 15.5 12.0 100.0 4350
Sylhet 215 215 16.5 19.2 213 100.0 2719

3.6 Sanitation

An improved sanitation facility is defined as one that hygienically separates human excreta from human
contact. Improved sanitation facilities include flush or pour flush to piped sewer systems, septic tanks or pit
latrines, ventilated improved pit latrines and pit latrines with slabs. Table WS.6.1 (and Figure WS.1) shows the
population using improved and unimproved sanitation facilities. It also shows the proportion of household
population who dispose of faeces in fields, bushes, open water bodies, beaches, or other open spaces, or
with solid waste, a practice known as ‘open defecation’. Further, the table presents the distribution of
household population using improved and unimproved sanitation facilities which are private (i.e., not shared),
shared with other households or public facilities.

In Bangladesh, 88.7 percent of the population is living in households using improved sanitation facilities with
very small urban-rural variations (Table WS.6.1). Residents of Sylhet (83.5 percent) and Chattogram (82.5
percent) divisions are less likely to use improved sanitation facilities than those of Khulna division (95.4
percent). The table indicates that the use of improved sanitation facilities is apparently positively correlated
with education of household head, household wealth status, and is profoundly different between Bengalis and
other ethnic population. Relatively a more common facility in use is the pit latrine with a slab (36.9 percent),
followed by flush/pour to septic tank (24.4 percent) and flush/pour to pit latrine (22 percent). Flush/pour to
septic tank and flush/pour to piped sewer system are the most common facilities in urban area and use of pit
latrine with a slab is the most common in rural area.

Table WS.6.2 reveals that 71.2 percent of the household population is using an improved sanitation facility
that is not shared and 17.5 percent use an improved sanitation facility that is public or shared with other
households. Urban households with access to an improved toilet facility are slightly more likely than rural
households to share the facility (19.8 percent and 16.8 percent, respectively). Use of shared toilet facility is
more common among households with improved sanitation facilities. Across divisions, sharing of improved
sanitation facilities is most prevalent in Mymensingh (24.8 percent) and the least in Barishal (8.5 percent).
Variations in use of sanitation by area and divisions is also shown in Figure WS.1 below.




Table WS.6.1: Use of improved and unimproved sanitation facilities
Percent distribution of household population according to type of sanitation facility used,
Bangladesh, 2021

Type of sanitation facility used by household Total | Percentage | Number of
Improved sanitation facility Unimproved sanitation facility| ~ Open using | household
Flush/ | Flush/ | Flush/ | Flush/| Pit |[Composting| Flush/ | Pit | Hanging | defecation improved | members
Pour | Pour | Pour | Pour | latrine: | toilet Pour | latrine: | toilet/ |(nofacility, sanitation
flush: | flush: | flush: | flush: | Pit flush: |Pitlatrine| Hanging | Push.
Flush to| Flush | Flush | Flush | latrine Flush to| without | latrine field)
piped to | topit [todont| with open slab/
sewer | septic | latrine | know | slab drain | Open pit
system | tank where
Total 51 | 244 | 220 | 0.2 | 369 0.1 25 74 0.7 0.7 100.0 88.7 37935
Area
Urban 204 | 358 | 157 | 0.3 | 185 0.1 4.3 4.1 0.7 0.1 100.0 90.9 8735
Rural 05 | 209 | 239 | 01 | 424 0.1 20 8.3 0.7 0.9 100.0 88.0 29200
Division
Barishal 00 | 138 | 181 | 01 | 574 0.0 0.1 9.8 0.4 0.3 100.0 89.4 2339
Chattogram 16 | 262 | 119 | 08 | 420 0.0 29 12.7 038 12 100.0 82.5 7374
Dhaka 19.7 | 258 | 245 | 00 | 210 0.0 36 4.9 0.3 0.0 100.0 91.1 9180
Khulna 02 | 325|347 | 01 | 276 0.3 1.9 26 0.0 0.0 100.0 954 4321
Mymensingh 0.1 15.7 | 203 | 0.0 | 509 0.2 0.7 9.2 28 0.0 100.0 87.2 2793
Rajshahi 00 | 303|304 | 01 | 327 0.1 21 3.1 02 1111000 | 936 4860
Rangpur 00 | 102 | 123 | 0.0 | 632 0.1 0.1 1.3 0.4 23 100.0 85.9 4350
Sylhet 0.1 3.7 | 264 | 0.0 | 250 0.2 74 5.8 20 1.3 100.0 83.5 2719
Education of household head
ECE/None 24 | 128 | 219 | 03 | 459 0.2 26 1.2 1.2 1.6 100.0 83.4 12647
Primary 32 | 197 | 238 | 0.2 | 408 0.1 29 8.2 0.6 0.4 100.0 87.8 10526
Secondary 45 | 260 | 232 | 01 | 375 0.0 26 55 0.1 0.4 100.0 914 4639
Higher 108 | 429 | 198 | 01 | 214 0.0 20 25 03 02 [1000| 95.1 10121
Ethnicity
Bengali 53 | 253 | 224 | 00.2 | 369 0.1 26 6.0 0.6 0.5 100.0 90.2 36419
Others 0.0 18 | 139 | 00 | 369 0.0 0.0 39.3 21 6.1 100.0 52.5 1516
Sex of household head
Male 52 | 238 | 220 | 02 | 374 0.1 25 74 0.7 0.7 100.0 88.7 34429
Female 45 | 302 | 217 | 03 | 319 0.0 29 7.0 05 1.0 100.0 88.6 3506
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 0.7 22 | 130 | 04 | 531 0.2 3.2 211 24 36 100.0 69.6 7582
Second 1.6 55 | 238 | 0.1 | 573 0.2 22 8.5 0.7 0.1 100.0 88.4 7593
Middle 30 | 167 | 285 | 04 | 433 0.1 25 54 0.1 0.0 100.0 91.9 7585
Fourth 43 | 358 | 298 | 00 | 256 0.0 3.0 1.3 0.1 0.0 100.0 95.6 7586
Richest 159 | 616 | 151 | 0.0 54 0.0 15 05 0.0 0.0 100.0 98.0 7589




Table WS.6.2: Sharing of sanitation facilities
Percent distribution of household population by use of shared facilities by users of improved and
unimproved sanitation facilities, Bangladesh, 2021

Improved sanitation facility | Unimproved sanitation facility | Open defecation (no | Total | Number of
Not shared Shared Not shared Shared facility, bush, field) household
members
Total 712 175 76 3.0 0.7 100.0 | 37935
Area
Urban 71.0 19.8 54 36 0.1 100.0 8735
Rural 712 16.8 8.3 28 0.9 100.0 | 29200
Division
Barishal 80.8 85 8.9 14 0.3 100.0 2339
Chattogram 69.9 125 132 3.2 1.2 100.0 7374
Dhaka 69.8 213 54 35 0.0 100.0 9180
Khulna 784 17.0 27 1.9 0.0 100.0 4321
Mymensingh 62.4 24.8 9.1 3.7 0.0 100.0 2793
Rajshahi 74.9 18.7 3.7 1.7 1.1 100.0 4860
Rangpur 66.9 19.0 85 34 2.3 100.0 4350
Sylhet 68.8 147 10.7 45 13 100.0 2719
Education of household head
Pre-primary/None 64.9 18.5 10.8 42 16 100.0 12647
Primary 68.4 19.4 8.2 36 0.4 100.0 10526
Secondary 713 20.1 58 24 0.4 100.0 4639
Higher 82.0 13.1 38 0.9 0.2 100.0 10121
Ethnicity
Bengali 722 18.0 6.3 2.9 05 100.0 | 36419
Others 470 56 37.9 34 6.1 100.0 1516
Sex of household head
Male 713 17.4 76 3.0 0.7 100.0 | 34429
Female 704 18.2 75 2.9 1.0 100.0 3506
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 44.8 24.8 18.5 8.2 36 100.0 7582
Second 65.6 228 8.0 35 0.1 100.0 7593
Middle 724 19.5 57 24 0.0 100.0 7585
Fourth 80.6 15.0 40 04 0.0 100.0 7586
Richest 926 54 1.8 0.2 0.0 100.0 7589
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Figure WS.1: Access to sanitation facility in the household by area and division, Bangladesh, 2021

100 95.4 93.6
88.7
5.9 83.5
80
1.2 6.9 8.8
&
8 60
c
)
e
o 40
a
7.6
20 13 28 4.2 >
, I 1 1l
© © © IS ! % < 5 @
o .g 5 G e g S £ e 2 <
= > = = & o) < 2 2, = &
4] s Q o o
© €
£ >
© >
Sanitation Division level Sanitation

H Improved ®Improved, not shared ® Unimproved

21



22



4. LEARN

Ensuring all girls and boys complete primary and secondary education is a target of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. Education is a vital prerequisite for combating poverty, empowering women,
propelling economic growth, protecting children from hazardous and exploitative labour and sexual
exploitation, promoting human rights and democracy, protecting the environment, and influencing population
growth.

In Bangladesh, children enter primary school at age 6, lower secondary school at age 11 and upper
secondary school at age 14. Before primary education, there is pre-primary education offered at the state-run
Government Primary Schools for 5-year-olds children for one year. There are 5 grades in primary school. In
primary school, grades are referred to as year 1 to year 5. For lower secondary school, grades are referred to
as year 6 to year 8 and in upper secondary to year 9 to year 12. The school year in Bangladesh typically runs
from January to December.

4.1 School readiness and attendance

Attendance to pre-primary education is important for the readiness of children to school. School readiness is
defined as children attending the first grade of primary school after attending early childhood education
programme in the previous school year. Table LN.1.1 shows the proportion of children in the first grade of
primary school (regardless of age) who attended any early childhood education in the previous year."

Table LN.1.2 presents the percentage of children of entry age at primary school to grade 1 (net intake ratio)
while Table LN.1.3 provides the percentage of children of primary school age 6 to 11 years who are attending
primary or lower secondary school*®, and those who are out of school. Similarly, the lower secondary school
adjusted net attendance ratio is presented in Table LN.1.4™ for children aged 12 to 14 years.

In Table LN.1.5, children are distributed according to their age against current grade of attendance (age for-
grade). For example, an 8-year-old child (at the beginning of the school year) is expected to be in grade 3, as
per the official age-for-grade. If this child is currently in grade 1, he/she will be classified over-age by 2 years.
The table includes both primary and lower secondary levels and presents information on children’s age
(whether underage or at age or over age) by grade they are currently attending.

The upper secondary school adjusted net attendance ratio, and out of school children ratio are presented in
Table LN.1.6."

Overall, 75 percent of children who are currently attending the first grade of primary school had attended pre-
school the in previous year (Table LN.1.1). Though the proportion of first graders who attended pre-school

1 The computation of the indicator does not exclude repeaters, and therefore is inclusive of both children who are attending primary

school for the first time, as well as those who were in the first grade of primary school the previous school year and are repeating.
Children repeating may have attended pre-primary education prior to the school year during which they attended the first grade of
primary school for the first time; these children are not captured in the numerator of the indicator.

Ratios presented in this table are "adjusted" since they include not only primary school attendance, but also secondary school
attendance in the numerator.

Ratios presented in this table are "adjusted" since they include not only lower secondary school attendance, but also attendance to
higher levels in the numerator.

Ratios presented in this table are "adjusted" since they include not only upper secondary school attendance, but also attendance to
higher levels in the numerator
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from different ‘background characteristics’ is similar to that of the overall proportion, yet it is little lower among
children in Rangpur (59.9 percent) when compared with other divisions (66.3 to 81 percent).

In Bangladesh, 56.7 percent of children who are of primary school entry age (age 6) (net intake rate), are
attending the first grade of primary school (Table LN.1.2) where there are negligible sex and area differentials.
However, differentials are evident by division. Children are entering in more timely manner in Chattogram,
Barishal, Sylhet and Rajshahi (66.4 to 60 percent) than in remaining divisions with Mymensingh having the
lowest proportion (42.3 percent). The net intake rate in school can be seen to increase somewhat with
mother’s education and socioeconomic status (wealth index) suggesting a positive correlation between them.

Table LN.1.3 reveals that about 4 in every 5 children of primary school age (80.5 percent) are attending
school (either primary or lower secondary); with attendance levels little higher for girls (84.8 percent) than
boys (76.3 percent). Yet, 19.5 percent of the children remain out of school, which comprise 15.4 percent not
attending school and 4.1 percent are attending pre-school in that age. It may be noted that the children
attending pre-school in that age are in fact starting school late and are counted as out of school. There are not
much of differentials between children in urban and rural areas when it comes to both attendance and
remaining out of school. However, percentages vary by divisions with Rangpur showing the highest
attendance (89 percent) and Mymensingh, the lowest (67.6 percent). Age is an important factor in school
attendance rate, the attendance rates increase with child’s age starting from age 6 to 10 years. Similarly,
attendance rates increase with mother’s education level and household wealth status, ranging from 71.5 to
86.8 for the lowest to highest level of mother’s education and from 74.9 to 84.4 for the lowest to the highest
wealth equity status.

Table LN.1.4 shows that 59.6 percent of adolescents of secondary school age are attending lower secondary
school or higher. The remaining, 24.7 percent are still attending primary school and 15.7 percent are out of
school. These proportions are higher among girls (69.0 percent) than in boys (50.9 percent), as was seen in
the case of primary school attendance, the rates are similar in urban (61.7 percent) and rural areas (59.1
percent), though they vary considerably across divisions, ranging from 46.8 percent (Mymensingh) to 67.5
percent (Rangpur). Again, the attendance rates increase with the with the age of child, ranging from 43.9
percent to 73.6 percent, among children of age 11 and 13 at beginning of school year, respectively. Similar
positive correlation are evident between attendance levels of lower secondary school or higher and mother’s
education as wealth status of the household.

From Table LN.1.5, it can be seen that while about 4 in every 5 children (77.7 percent) of primary school age
attended primary school (or at the official age), only 2 in every 3 children (66.2) of lower secondary school age
attended the level at the official age. Over-age attendance was about 17.1 percent at the primary level, while it
was 26.4 percent at the lower secondary level. Similar proportions can be seen with negligible variations by
sex of children and household heads, area of residence and division in both primary and lower secondary
school attendances. Attending at the right official age increases with higher mother's education and the
household wealth index status.

Table LN.1.6 reveals that 50.5 percent of adolescents of upper secondary school age are attending upper
secondary school or higher (higher among girls with 53.9 percent compared to boys with 47.1 percent).
Among the remaining, 15.3 percent are still attending lower secondary school or below, while 34.2 percent are
out of school. Upper secondary school net attendance is higher in urban (56.6 percent) than rural areas (48.7
percent). Variations by division exist, ranging from 41.2 percent in Sylhet to 59.6 percent in Barishal. As in the
case of primary or lower secondary, the attendance rates for upper secondary school also show positive
relationship with household wealth status and mother’s educational level.
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Table LN.1.1: School readiness

Percentage of children attending first grade of primary school who attended pre-school the
previous year, Bangladesh 2021

Percentage of children attending first grade who Number of children attending first grade of primary
attended preschool in previous year [1] school

Total 75.0 607
Sex
Male 75.3 305
Female 74.7 302
Area
Urban 75.1 121
Rural 749 486
Division
Barishal 772 36
Chattogram 81.0 152
Dhaka 75.7 134
Khulna 70.0 50
Mymensingh 79.1 43
Rajshahi 79.0 82
Rangpur 59.9 64
Sylhet 66.3 46
Child's functional difficulties (age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty 51.7 27
Has no functional difficulty 76.0 580
Mother's education
None/ECE 744 92
Primary 72.0 171
Secondary 76.2 308
Higher 84.3 23
Sex of household head
Male 75.1 530
Female 74.2 77
Ethnicity
Bengali 74.6 583
Others 84.5 24
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 75.0 149
Second 76.3 154
Middle 75.7 121
Fourth 70.8 110
Richest 77.0 74

[1] MICS indicator LN.3 - School readiness
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Table LN.1.2: Primary school entry
Percentage of children of primary school entry age entering grade 1 (net intake rate), Bangladesh,

2021

Percentage of children of primary school entry age
entering grade 1 [1]

Number of children of primary school entry age

Total 56.7 613
Sex

Male 54.9 312
Female 58.7 302
Area

Urban 534 141
Rural 57.8 472
Division

Barishal 64.2 44
Chattogram 66.4 137
Dhaka 484 123
Khulna 54.5 75
Mymensingh 423 52
Rajshahi 60.0 78
Rangpur 53.0 54
Sylhet 61.6 50
Mother's education

None/ECE 448 86
Primary 59.6 146
Secondary 60.8 331
Higher 54.5 34
Sex of household head

Male 56.1 550
Female 62.7 63
Ethnicity

Bengali 56.8 589
Others 55.1 24
Wealth index quintile

Poorest 49.6 141
Second 57.3 143
Middle 57.2 108
Fourth 60.7 114
Richest 60.8 107

[1] MICS indicator LN.4 - Net intake rate in primary education
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Table LN.1.3: Primary school attendance and out of school children
Percentage of children of primary school age attending primary or lower secondary school (adjusted
net attendance ratio), percentage attending early childhood education, and percentage out of school,
Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Net Percentage of | Number Net Percentage of | Number Net Percentage of | Number
attendance children: of |attendance children: of |attendance children: of
raio | Attending | Out of | children| ratio | Attending | Out of | children| ratio | Attending| Out of | children
(adjusted) | early |school (adjusted) | early |school (adjusted) | early | school
1] childhood | [2] [A] 1] childhood | [2] [A] 1] childhood | [2] [A]
education education education

Total 76.3 48 19.1 | 1693 84.8 3.7 116 | 1678 80.5 4.1 154 | 3371
Area
Urban 75.1 741 174 | 420 85.4 4.2 104 | 370 79.9 5.7 142 | 790
Rural 76.7 4.0 196 | 1272 84.6 35 120 | 1308 80.7 38 15.8 | 2581
Division
Barishal 83.7 73 9.4 102 86.6 5.7 8.2 102 85.2 6.5 88 | 204
Chattogram 72.0 41 23.9 | 367 88.2 2.1 9.7 393 80.4 3.1 16.6 | 760
Dhaka 76.4 6.2 17.3 | 392 84.0 27 13.3 | 376 80.1 45 154 | 769
Khulna 75.2 44 196 | 197 76.1 4.2 19.7 | 183 75.6 4.3 19.7 | 380
Mymensingh 54.9 49 418 | 138 81.6 38 149 | 126 67.6 44 29.0 | 263
Rajshahi 84.5 62 | 100 | 172 85.0 63 | 87 | 204 84.7 6.2 93 | 376
Rangpur 89.4 23 8.3 190 88.5 5.6 5.9 171 89.0 39 7.2 361
Sylhet 76.7 23 21.3 | 136 85.0 2.1 128 | 123 80.7 2.2 17.3 | 259
Age at beginning of school year
6 57.7 166 | 25.7 | 312 61.7 145 | 238 | 302 59.7 156 | 248 | 613
7 75.0 43 20.7 | 352 85.0 44 106 | 330 79.8 4.3 15.8 | 681
8 80.4 38 158 | 335 88.8 0.9 10.3 | 344 84.6 24 13.0 | 679
9 84.3 0.3 154 | 346 91.7 0.0 8.3 374 88.1 0.2 17| 79
10 82.4 0.0 184 | 349 93.5 0.0 6.8 330 87.8 0.0 128 | 679
Child's functional difficulties (age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty 63.1 95 | 258 | 97 68.5 08 | 307 | 63 65.2 6.1 27.7 | 160
Has no functional difficulty |  77.1 45 18.7 | 1596 85.4 38 109 | 1616 81.3 4.1 148 | 3211
Mother's education
None/ECE 63.5 5.2 314 | 29 80.5 23 172 | 259 715 39 248 | 555
Primary 775 49 179 | 413 85.9 3.1 11.0 | 430 81.8 4.0 144 | 843
Secondary 79.3 47 | 162 | 852 85.9 37 | 104 | 858 82.6 42 | 133 | 1711
Higher 85.7 36 97 | 75 87.8 45 77 | 75 86.8 4.0 87 | 150
Sex of household head
Male 76.8 5.0 185 | 1517 85.0 35 11.6 | 1499 80.9 4.3 15.0 | 3016
Female 721 24 246 | 175 82.9 4.8 124 | 179 77.5 36 184 | 355
Ethnicity
Bengali 76.4 49 | 189 | 1628 84.7 38 | 116 | 1606 805 43 | 153 | 3234
Others 73.9 24 23.6 65 86.6 1.5 11.8 72 80.6 1.9 174 | 137
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 69.5 44 26.3 | 406 80.6 4.1 155 | 385 74.9 4.2 21.0 | 791
Second 75.8 46 19.7 | 358 82.5 33 142 | 366 79.2 4.0 169 | 724
Middle 78.7 43 16.9 | 330 88.0 4.0 8.0 333 83.3 4.2 124 | 663
Fourth 79.5 5.6 154 | 309 85.7 26 118 | 315 82.6 4.1 135 | 623
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Table LN.1.3: Primary school attendance and out of school children
Percentage of children of primary school age attending primary or lower secondary school (adjusted
net attendance ratio), percentage attending early childhood education, and percentage out of school,
Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Net Percentage of | Number Net Percentage of | Number Net Percentage of | Number
attendance children: of |attendance children: of |attendance children: of
raio | Attending | Out of | children| ratio | Attending | Out of | children| ratio | Attending| Out of | children
(adjusted) | early |school (adjusted) | early |school (adjusted) | early | school
1] childhood | [2] [A] [1] childhood | [2] [A] [1] childhood | [2] [A]
education education education
. 80.3 5.1 14.8 | 290 88.6 43 7.1 279 84.4 4.7 11.0 | 569
Richest

[1] MICS indicator LN.5a - Primary school net attendance ratio (adjusted)
[2] MICS indicator LN.6a - Out-of-school rate for children of primary school age
[A] The percentage of children out of school are those not attending school and further includes those attending early childhood education
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Table LN.1.4: Lower secondary school attendance and out of school childrenPercentage of children of secondary school age attending lower secondary
school or higher (adjusted net attendance ratio), percentage attending primary school, and percentage out of school, Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Net attendance Percentage of children Number of | Net attendance | Percentage of children | Number of | Net attendance |Percentage of hildren| Number of
ratio (adjusted) [1] |  Attending |Out of school| children | ratio (adjusted) | Attending | Outof children | ratio (adjusted) | Attending | Outof | children
primary school [2] [A] [1] primary school [1] primary | school
school [2] [A] school | [2][A]
Total 50.9 274 21.6 1091 69.0 21.8 9.2 1018 59.6 247 15.7 2109
Area
Urban 52.4 234 24.2 237 71.3 204 8.4 228 61.7 219 16.4 466
Rural 50.5 28.5 20.9 854 68.3 222 9.4 790 59.1 25.5 15.4 1643
Division
Barishal 58.3 25.8 15.9 72 72.8 20.2 7.0 67 65.3 23.1 11.6 138
Chattogram 49.2 30.7 20.0 226 67.0 19.3 138 212 57.8 25.2 17.0 438
Dhaka 50.3 211 28.7 240 68.5 23.1 8.5 229 59.2 22.0 18.8 469
Khulna 51.8 274 20.7 124 784 11.3 10.3 111 64.3 19.8 15.8 235
Mymensingh 39.6 24.2 35.3 87 55.0 293 15.7 77 46.8 26.6 26.1 164
Rajshahi 54.4 284 17.2 114 68.3 25.7 6.0 131 61.9 27.0 112 245
Rangpur 59.1 33.0 8.0 138 78.7 19.2 22 105 67.5 27.0 5.5 243
Sylhet 43.3 306 26.1 90 622 30.1 77 87 52.6 30.4 171 177
Age at beginning of school year
11 38.0 445 175 372 50.6 39.8 9.6 323 43.9 423 13.8 695
12 49.7 27.2 23.1 374 741 18.8 7.1 325 61.0 23.3 15.7 699
13 66.0 9.3 24.5 345 80.7 8.7 10.6 369 73.6 9.0 17.3 715
Child's functional difficulties (age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty 338 225 437 48 60.4 8.7 309 30 44.0 17.2 38.8 78
Has no functional difficulty 51.7 27.6 20.6 1043 69.3 22.2 8.5 988 60.2 25.0 14.7 2031
Mother's education
None/ECE 34.8 32.9 321 257 53.9 325 13.5 246 441 327 23.0 503
Primary 44.8 30.4 24.8 279 66.6 25.0 8.4 286 55.9 21.7 16.5 566
Secondary 62.8 23.0 14.3 477 80.4 13.3 6.3 414 71.0 18.5 105 891
Higher 88.8 85 27 28 85.8 10.5 37 32 87.2 95 32 60
Sex of household head
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Table LN.1.4: Lower secondary school attendance and out of school childrenPercentage of children of secondary school age attending lower secondary
school or higher (adjusted net attendance ratio), percentage attending primary school, and percentage out of school, Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Net attendance Percentage of children Number of | Net attendance | Percentage of children | Number of | Net attendance |Percentage of hildren| Number of
ratio (adjusted) [1] |  Attending |Out of school| children | ratio (adjusted) | Attending | Outof children | ratio (adjusted) | Attending | Outof | children
primary school [2] [A] [1] primary school [1] primary | school
school [2] [A] school | [2][A]

Male 50.7 27.2 219 984 69.7 215 8.8 920 59.9 244 15.6 1905
Female 52.1 29.0 18.8 107 62.3 252 12.5 97 57.0 27.2 15.8 204
Ethnicity
Bengall 50.6 27.2 22.1 1053 69.1 222 8.6 970 59.5 248 156 | 2023
Others 58.4 32.6 9.0 38 66.3 13.5 20.2 48 62.8 220 15.2 86
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 31.1 37.9 31.0 230 51.3 32.3 16.4 207 40.7 35.2 241 437
Second 441 31.2 24.7 239 60.5 26.2 13.3 222 52.0 28.8 19.2 462
Middle 53.0 254 215 219 74.0 20.6 5.4 233 63.8 229 13.2 452
Fourth 56.1 23.1 204 208 75.2 18.3 6.6 212 65.8 20.7 134 419
Richest 745 17.2 8.3 195 90.4 71 25 143 81.2 12.9 58 339

[1] MICS indicator LN.5b - Lower secondary school net attendance ratio (adjusted)
[2] MICS indicator LN.6b - Out-of-school rate for adolescents of lower secondary school age
[A] The percentage of children of lower secondary school age out of school are those who are not attending primary, secondary or higher education

[B] Children age 15 or higher identified as emancipated
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Table LN.1.5: Age for grade
Percentage of children attending primary and lower secondary school who underage, at age and
overage for grade, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary school: Percent of children by grade | Number | Lower secondary school: Percent of children by |Number of
of attendance: of children grade of attendance: children
Under-| At |Over-age|Over-age| Total |attending | Under- | At |Over-age |Over-age| Total | attending
age | official by 1 year| by 2 or primary | age | official by 1year| by2or lower
age more [1] school age more [2] secondary
school
Total 52 | 177 8.9 8.2 100.0 3322 74 66.2 14.9 11.5 100.0 1702
Sex
Male 47 | 756 101 9.7 100.0 1634 6.7 64.2 14.9 14.2 100.0 781
Female 56 | 79.9 76 6.9 100.0 | 1688 8.1 67.8 14.9 9.3 100.0 922
Area
Urban 43 | 80.7 8.0 7.0 100.0 747 78 68.2 15.2 8.7 100.0 368
Rural 54 | 76.9 9.1 8.6 100.0 | 2575 73 65.6 14.8 12.3 100.0 1334
Division
Barishal 36 | 79.7 8.3 84 100.0 202 1.4 | 68.0 15.6 5.0 100.0 105
Chattogram 55 | 78.0 8.7 7.7 100.0 754 6.4 66.1 15.1 12.4 100.0 348
Dhaka 72 | 776 8.0 71 100.0 753 8.2 65.4 13.3 131 100.0 380
Khulna 27 | 815 8.2 7.6 100.0 334 7.8 68.6 14.4 9.1 100.0 195
Mymensingh 40 | 744 | 114 10.3 | 100.0 | 227 61 | 613 | 183 14.3 | 100.0 113
Rajshahi 29 | 795 | 10.1 75 | 1000 | 381 65 | 656 | 1638 111 | 1000 | 217
Rangpur 6.9 | 761 7.6 94 100.0 406 58 69.8 13.9 10.6 100.0 213
Sylhet 41 | 739 10.8 11.2 100.0 265 9.5 62.5 14.5 13.5 100.0 132
Grade
1 (primary) 241 | 743 14 0.3 100.0 607 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0
2 (primary) 28 | 94.0 2.0 1.2 100.0 733 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0
3 (primary) 05 | 913 49 33 100.0 664 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0
4 (primary) 02 | 766 | 120 112 | 1000 | 673 00 | 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0
5 (primary) 00 | 498 | 244 258 | 100.0 645 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0
6 (Lower secondary) 00 | 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 206 | 694 6.5 36 100.0 550
7 (Lower secondary) 00 | 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 24 75.6 13.6 85 100.0 551
8 (Lower secondary) 00 | 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0.1 54.6 23.8 21.6 100.0 601
Mother's education
None/ECE 29 | 658 | 147 16.6 | 100.0 585 33 61.0 19.2 16.4 100.0 335
Primary 49 | 754 | 105 92 | 1000 | 880 53 | 647 | 174 126 | 1000 | 448
Secondary 61 | 831 | 63 45 1000 | 1602 | 103 | 716 | 122 59 | 1000 | 777
Higher 64 | 894 | 25 1.7 | 1000 | 137 134 | 792 | 77 00 | 100.0 56
Sex of household head
Male 49 | 779 8.7 8.5 100.0 2978 74 66.3 14.9 11.4 100.0 1544
Female 71 | 765 10.3 6.0 100.0 344 7.6 64.9 14.6 12.9 100.0 158
Ethnicity
Bengali 52 | 777 | 88 83 | 1000 | 3184 76 | 658 | 150 116 | 1000 | 1630
Others 48 | 78.0 9.4 7.8 100.0 138 3.8 743 11.8 10.1 100.0 73
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 45 | 735 111 109 100.0 784 5.6 61.2 18.7 14.5 100.0 268
Second 45 | 756 10.0 9.9 100.0 731 5.7 59.9 18.9 15.6 100.0 361
Middle 59 | 775 9.7 6.9 100.0 673 7.8 68.8 12.8 10.5 100.0 389
Fourth 6.0 | 794 6.9 7.8 100.0 607 8.7 64.8 14.8 11.6 100.0 365
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Table LN.1.5: Age for grade
Percentage of children attending primary and lower secondary school who underage, at age and
overage for grade, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary school: Percent of children by grade | Number | Lower secondary school: Percent of children by [Number of
of attendance: of children grade of attendance: children
Under-| At |Over-age|Over-age| Total | attending | Under- | At |Over-age |Over-age| Total | attending
age | official by 1 year| by 2 or primary | age | official | by 1year| by2or lower
age more [1] school age more [2] secondary
school
Richest 50 | 855 5.2 4.3 100.0 527 9.0 75.7 9.8 55 100.0 320

[1] MICS indicator LN.10a - Over-age for grade (Primary)
[2] MICS indicator LN.10b - Over-age for grade (Secondary)
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Table LN.1.6: Upper secondary school attendance and out of school children
Percentage of children of upper secondary school age attending upper secondary school or higher (adjusted net attendance ratio), percentage attending
lower secondary school, and percentage out of school.

Male Female Total
Net Percentage of children Number Net Percentage of children Number Net Percentage of children Number
attendance | Attending | Attending | Out of of attendance | Aftending | Attending | Out of of attendance | Attending | Attending | Out of of
ratio lower primary | school | children ratio lower primary | school | children ratio lower primary | school | children
(adjusted) | secondary | school [A] (adjusted) | secondary | school [A] (adjusted) | secondary | school | [2][A]

[1] school [1] school 1] school
Total 471 13.6 14 37.8 1614 53.9 141 14 30.6 1579 50.5 13.9 14 342 | 3193
Area
Urban 51.9 12.8 1.2 34.0 347 61.3 12.2 1.6 249 347 56.6 12.6 14 294 694
Rural 458 13.9 15 38.8 1267 51.8 14.6 14 322 1232 48.7 14.3 14 356 | 2499
Division
Barishal 54.3 126 1.7 30.9 101 65.6 10.4 0.0 24.0 85 59.6 1.7 0.9 27.8 186
Chattogram 40.5 11.3 1.5 46.7 330 48.6 16.2 24 328 359 447 13.8 20 395 688
Dhaka 49.7 13.1 1.3 35.9 384 53.8 134 1.9 309 342 51.6 134 15 335 726
Khulna 54.1 13.1 14 315 180 57.0 12.4 1.6 29.0 166 55.5 12.7 15 30.3 346
Mymensingh 37.0 16.6 3.7 426 111 53.9 13.8 0.6 316 128 46.1 15.1 2.1 36.7 238
Rajshahi 54.9 15.5 06 289 | 184 525 15.3 0.0 322 | 208 53.6 154 0.3 30.7 | 393
Rangpur 54.4 18.5 1.2 25.9 181 58.8 1.7 0.6 28.9 159 56.5 15.3 0.9 27.3 340
Sylhet 304 10.9 0.9 57.5 144 53.1 15.5 26 28.8 132 41.2 13.2 1.7 438 276
Age at beginning of school year
14 33.8 29.0 45 325 403 43.9 32.6 42 19.4 420 38.9 30.9 44 25.8 823
15 53.0 13.6 1.0 324 393 61.5 14.8 14 22.3 385 57.2 14.2 1.2 274 778
16 53.3 9.9 0.0 36.8 359 62.7 5.1 0.0 32.3 355 58.0 75 0.0 345 714
17 48.9 3.2 0.2 47.7 459 494 24 0.0 48.2 419 49.2 2.8 0.1 479 878
Child's functional difficulties (age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty 345 6.6 3.3 55.5 47 438 10.7 34 421 38 38.7 8.4 34 495 85
Has no functional difficulty 475 13.9 1.3 37.2 1567 54.1 14.1 14 304 1541 50.8 14.0 14 33.8 3108
Mother's education
None/ECE 30.7 16.2 22 50.7 346 477 22.8 39 25.6 279 38.3 19.2 3.0 39.5 625
Primary 449 17.6 2.7 34.8 335 51.5 26.2 2.7 19.7 288 479 21.6 27 27.8 624
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Table LN.1.6: Upper secondary school attendance and out of school children
Percentage of children of upper secondary school age attending upper secondary school or higher (adjusted net attendance ratio), percentage attending
lower secondary school, and percentage out of school.

Male Female Total
Net Percentage of children Number Net Percentage of children Number Net Percentage of children Number
attendance | Attending | Attending | Out of of attendance | Aftending | Attending | Out of of attendance | Attending | Attending | Out of of
ratio lower primary | school | children ratio lower primary | school | children ratio lower primary | school | children
(adjusted) | secondary | school [A] (adjusted) | secondary | school [A] (adjusted) | secondary | school | [2][A]

[1] school [1] school 1] school
Secondary 58.4 18.8 1.3 214 450 75.8 141 0.8 9.3 393 66.5 16.7 1.0 15.8 843
Higher 85.8 52 0.0 9.0 23 66.1 14.1 0.0 198 | 22 76.1 9.6 0.0 143 | 45
Sex of household head
Male 475 14.0 1.6 36.8 1440 53.7 14.2 1.6 305 1401 50.6 141 16 337 | 2841
Female 440 10.6 0.0 454 174 54.9 13.3 0.4 314 178 49.5 11.9 0.3 38.3 352
Ethnicity
Bengali 47.1 13.9 1.5 37.5 1549 54.5 14.0 12 303 1512 50.8 13.9 1.3 340 | 3060
Others 471 8.6 0.0 44.3 65 40.1 15.3 73 373 68 43.6 12.0 3.7 40.7 133
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 27.6 13.2 23 56.7 305 334 18.6 42 43.8 250 30.3 15.6 32 50.9 556
Second 327 175 1.6 48.2 329 40.5 20.3 22 37.0 313 36.6 18.8 1.9 42.7 642
Middle 48.6 14.4 1.8 35.2 334 57.6 12.6 0.7 29.1 339 53.2 135 1.2 32.1 673
Fourth 55.7 14.9 0.1 29.2 342 59.1 12.1 0.5 284 365 57.5 13.4 0.3 28.8 707
Richest 711 7.7 14 19.9 304 734 8.1 0.5 18.0 311 72.3 79 0.9 18.9 615

[1] MICS indicator LN.5¢ - Upper secondary school net attendance ratio (adjusted)

[2] MICS indicator LN.6c¢ - Out-of-school rate for youth of upper secondary school age

[A] The percentage of children of upper secondary school age out of school are those who are not attending primary, secondary or higher education
[B] Children age 18 or higher at the time of the interview
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Figure LN.1: Net attendance ratios, attendance in primary, lower and upper secondary schools and out
of school children by level of education, Bangladesh, 2021
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Table LN.1.7 presents the gross intake rate and completion rate in primary school and transition rate to
secondary education, gross intake rate and completion rate in lower secondary school and completion rate in
upper secondary school by different background characteristics. The gross intake rate is the ratio of the total
number of students, regardless of age, entering the last grade of primary school for the first time, to the
number of children of the primary graduation age at the beginning of the current (or most recent) school year.
Completion rate of primary education represents the percentage of a cohort of children age 3 to 5 years above
the official age of the last grade of primary education, that is, the percentage of children age 13 to 15 years,
who completed primary education.”® The table also provides the “effective” transition rate, which takes
account of the presence of repeaters in the final grade of primary school. This indicator reflects the fact that
pupils repeat the last grade of primary education but eventually make the transition to the secondary level.™

Table LN.1.8 focusses on the ratio of girls to boys attending primary, lower and secondary school by
background characteristics. These ratios are better known as the Gender Parity Index (GPI). The further from
1 a parity index lies, the greater the disparity between groups. When an index value falls between 0.97 and

' In other words, the primary completion rate is the ratio of the total number of students, regardless of age, entering the last grade of

primary school for the first time, to the number of children of the primary graduation age at the beginning of the current (or most
recent) school year.

The simple transition rate, which is no longer calculated in MICS, tends to underestimate pupils’ progression to secondary school as it
assumes that the repeaters never reach secondary school.
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1.03, it is regarded as parity between two groups. It is to be noted that the ratios included here are obtained
from adjusted net attendance ratios rather than gross attendance ratios. The latter provides an erroneous
description of the GPI mainly because, in most cases, the majority of over-age children attending primary
education tend to be boys.

Table LN.1.7 shows that the gross intake rate to the last grade of primary school is 88.7 percent; higher in
urban (101.5 percent) than rural areas (85.1 percent), though there is not much disparity by sex. The rate
varies considerably across divisions (111.1 in Barishal and 67.6 in Mymensingh). Further, the gross intake
rate varies between 77.6 and 105.8 percent between the households belonging to different wealth quintiles,
with no specific pattern — it being the lowest for children in the second (poor) wealth quintile and highest for
those in the fourth (rich) quintile.

Table LN.1.7 further shows that the primary school completion rate accounts for 78.2; this is 70.7 for boys and
85.6 percent for girls. This rate is very similar between areas but varies considerably across divisions (85.7
percent in Barisal and 70.7 percent in Mymensingh). Also, the primary school completion rate varies by
household wealth status and it increases with the level of wealth status, showing a positive correlation
between them.

The table also shows that 94.1 percent of the children in the last grade of primary school are expected to
move on to secondary school. The effective transition rates do not show any remarkable variations by area of
residence and sex of the child. Some variations can be seen across divisions with respect to the effective
transition rate to secondary school (Khulna and Rangpur have 100.0 percent, while Mymensingh has 87.3
percent). Variations household wealth quintile are not marked and do not show any consistent pattern.

Gross intake rate to the last grade of lower secondary school is 83.6, with substantive although no area
difference exists, sex differentials, being higher for girls (95.7 percent) than boys (72.00 percent). Upper
secondary completion rate is 20.2 percent, which is much lower than lower secondary (64.1) and primary
school completion rates (78.2 percent) (Table LN.1.7).

Table LN.1.8 shows that gender parity for primary, lower secondary and upper secondary schools are 1.11,
1.35 and 1.14, respectively, which indicate that girls are more likely than boys to attend school particularly in
lower secondary level. The pattern by area is not different from the overall pattern. However, there are
considerable variations among divisions with regard to gender parity in all three levels of education: at primary
level, Mymensingh (GPI 1.49) shows much higher attendance of girls than boys, while parity is much closer
in other divisions, indicating almost equal attendance ratios of girls and boys. In lower secondary education,
Khulna has the highest level of gender parity index (GPI 1.51) with Barishal has the lowest (1.25). In the case
of upper secondary education, Rajshahi and Khulna have the best parity in attendance (GPI's 0.96 and 1.05,
respectively) while Sylhet has worst (GPI 1.75). The table shows an improvement in gender parity (GPI getting
closer to 1.00) with increasing education level of mothers and with improving economic condition (wealth
quintile index).
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Table LN.1.7: Gross intake, completion and effective transition rates

Gross intake rate and completion rate for primary school, effective transition rate to secondary school, gross intake rate and completion rate for lower
secondary school and completion rate for upper secondary school, Bangladesh, 2021

Gross intake Number of Primary Total Effective Number of Gross Number of Lower Total number of Upper Total
rate to the children of school number transition children who intake rate | children of | secondary adolescents secondary number
last grade of primary completion of rate to were in the last to the last lower completion age 16-18 completion of youth
primary school rate [2] children secondary grade of primary grade of secondary rate [5] years [A] rate [6] age 20-
school [1] completion age 13- school [3] school the lower school 22 years
age 15 years previous year secondary | completion [A]
[A] and are not school [4] age
repeating that
grade in the
current school
year
Total 88.7 714 78.2 2230 94.1 567 83.6 702 64.1 2394 20.2 1955
Sex
Male 88.4 352 70.7 1107 92.8 260 72 359 58.1 1221 20 982
Female 88.9 362 85.6 1123 95.2 307 95.7 343 704 1174 20.3 973
Area
Urban 101.5 156 79.3 474 97.1 134 80.1 155 69.8 530 29.7 427
Rural 85.1 558 779 1757 93.2 433 845 547 62.5 1864 17.5 1528
Division
Barishal 111 38 85.7 145 97.3 37 83.3 46 70.0 138 19.6 110
Chattogram 824 167 76.6 447 90.9 114 834 136 59.4 523 14.2 404
Dhaka 91.8 161 75.1 484 924 143 68.2 168 64.8 546 204 471
Khulna 78.0 84 84.0 263 100 54 84.5 81 70.9 246 26.1 219
Mymensingh 67.6 69 70.7 167 87.3 42 67.6 55 58.5 182 19.5 148
Rajshahi 114.3 62 824 265 94.2 58 104.2 83 69.7 309 28.1 223
Rangpur 87.0 79 81.6 265 100 73 102.7 79 70.2 248 235 206
Sylhet 98.6 54 722 195 94.5 46 87 56 51.3 202 12.5 174
Sex of household head
Male 87.9 641 77.8 2011 94.1 529 82.1 641 64.4 2132 20.5 1751
Female 95.1 73 81.7 219 93.8 38 99 62 62.1 262 17.2 204
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Table LN.1.7: Gross intake, completion and effective transition rates
Gross intake rate and completion rate for primary school, effective transition rate to secondary school, gross intake rate and completion rate for lower
secondary school and completion rate for upper secondary school, Bangladesh, 2021

Gross intake Number of Primary Total Effective Number of Gross Number of Lower Total number of Upper Total
rate to the children of school number transition children who intake rate | children of | secondary adolescents secondary number
last grade of primary completion of rate to were in the last to the last lower completion age 16-18 completion of youth
primary school rate [2] children secondary grade of primary grade of secondary rate [5] years [A] rate [6] age 20-
school [1] completion age 13- school [3] school the lower school 22 years
age 15 years previous year secondary | completion [A]
[A] and are not school [4] age
repeating that
grade in the
current school
year
Ethnicity
Bengali 88.2 687 78.2 2140 95.3 542 824 677 64.5 2293 20.8 1861
Others 101.2 26 78.2 90 68.1 25 114.8 25 54.7 102 8.3 95
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 85.0 177 61.5 459 87.1 101 57.1 147 413 386 5.0 290
Second 77.6 153 75.6 477 93.1 112 91.8 141 48.3 466 10.9 395
Middle 89.1 155 81.2 469 96.5 117 88.5 164 65.8 513 18.5 429
Fourth 105.8 114 86.0 445 94.3 115 98.5 131 73.9 546 21.0 429
Richest 91.4 114 88.8 380 98.3 123 83.3 120 84.8 484 40.6 411

1] MICS indicator LN.7a - Gross intake rate to the last grade (Primary)

[2] MICS indicator LN.8a - Completion rate (Primary)

[3] MICS indicator LN.9 - Effective transition rate to secondary school

[4] MICS indicator LN.7b - Gross intake rate to the last grade (Lower secondary)

[5] MICS indicator LN.8b - Completion rate (Lower secondary)

[6] MICS indicator LN.8c - Completion rate (Upper secondary)

[A] Total number of children age 3-5 years above the intended age for the last grade, for primary, lower and upper secondary, respectively
[B] Children age 18 or higher at the time of the interview

na: not applicable
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Figure LN.2: Education indicators by sex, Bangladesh, 2021
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Table LN.1.8: Parity indices
Adjusted net attendance ratios of girls to boys, in primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school, Bangladesh, 2019

Primary Lower secondary Upper secondary
Primary Primary Primary school |  Gender Lower Lower Lower Gender parity Upper Upper Upper Gender parity
school school adjusted net | parity index | secondary secondary secondary | index (GPI)for | secondary secondary secondary index (GPI)

adjusted net | adjusted net | attendance (GPI) for school school adjusted school lower school adjusted school school for upper

attendance | attendance ratio (NAR), primary adjusted net | net attendance | adjusted net | secondary | netattendance | adjusted net | adjusted net | secondary

ratio (NAR), | ratio (NAR), total [1] [2] school attendance ratio (NAR), attendance school ratio (NAR), attendance | attendance school

girls boys adjusted | ratio (NAR), boys ratio (NAR), | adjusted NAR girls ratio (NAR), | ratio (NAR), | adjusted NAR
NAR [3] girls total [1] [2] [3] boys total [1] [2] [3]

Total 3] 84.8 76.3 80.5 1.11 69.0 51.0 59.7 1.35 539 4741 505 1.14
Area
Urban 85.4 75.1 79.9 1.14 71.3 52.4 61.6 1.36 61.3 51.9 56.6 1.18
Rural 84.6 76.7 80.7 1.10 68.3 50.5 59.1 1.35 51.8 458 48.7 1.13
Division
Barishal 86.6 83.7 85.2 1.03 72.8 58.3 65.3 1.25 65.6 54.3 59.5 1.21
Chattogram 88.2 72.0 80.4 1.22 67.0 49.2 57.8 1.36 48.6 40.5 4.7 1.20
Dhaka 84.0 76.4 80.1 1.10 68.5 50.3 59.2 1.36 53.8 49.7 51.6 1.08
Khulna 76.1 75.2 75.6 1.01 784 51.8 64.3 1.51 57.0 54.1 55.5 1.05
Mymensingh 81.6 54.9 67.6 1.49 55.0 40.5 47.3 1.36 53.9 37.0 46.1 1.46
Rajshahi 85.0 84.5 84.7 1.01 68.3 54.4 61.9 1.26 52.5 54.9 53.6 0.96
Rangpur 88.5 89.4 89.0 0.99 78.7 59.1 67.5 1.33 58.8 54.4 56.5 1.08
Sylhet 85.0 76.7 80.7 1.11 622 433 52.6 1.44 53.1 30.4 412 1.75
Child's functional difficulties (age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty 68.5 63.1 65.2 1.09 60.4 3338 44.0 1.79 4338 345 38.7 1.27
Has no functional difficulty 85.4 774 81.3 1.11 69.3 51.7 60.3 1.34 54.1 475 50.8 1.14
Mother's education
None/ECE 80.5 63.5 71.5 1.27 53.9 35.1 44.3 1.54 47.7 30.7 38.3 1.55
Primary 85.9 715 81.8 1.1 66.6 448 55.9 1.49 51.5 449 479 1.15
Secondary 85.9 79.3 82.6 1.08 80.4 62.8 71.0 1.28 75.8 58.4 66.5 1.30
Higher 87.8 85.7 86.8 1.02 85.8 88.8 87.2 097 66.1 85.8 76.1 0.77
Sex of household head
Male 85.0 76.8 80.9 1.1 69.7 50.8 59.9 1.37 53.7 475 50.6 1.13
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Table LN.1.8: Parity indices
Adjusted net attendance ratios of girls to boys, in primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school, Bangladesh, 2019

Primary Lower secondary Upper secondary
Primary Primary Primary school |  Gender Lower Lower Lower Gender parity Upper Upper Upper Gender parity
school school adjusted net | parity index | secondary secondary secondary | index (GPI)for | secondary secondary secondary index (GPI)

adjusted net | adjusted net attendance (GPI) for school school adjusted school lower school adjusted school school for upper

attendance | attendance ratio (NAR), primary adjusted net | net attendance | adjusted net | secondary | netattendance | adjusted net | adjusted net | secondary

ratio (NAR), | ratio (NAR), total [1] [2] school attendance ratio (NAR), attendance school ratio (NAR), attendance | attendance school

girls boys adjusted | ratio (NAR), boys ratio (NAR), | adjusted NAR girls ratio (NAR), | ratio (NAR), | adjusted NAR
NAR [3] girls total [1] [2] [3] boys total [1] [2] [3]

Female 829 721 715 1.15 62.3 521 57.0 1.19 54.9 44.0 495 1.25
Ethnicity
Bengali 84.7 76.4 80.5 1.11 69.1 50.7 59.5 1.36 54.5 4741 50.8 1.16
Others 86.6 739 80.6 117 66.3 58.4 62.8 113 40.1 471 435 .85
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 80.6 69.5 74.9 1.16 513 311 40.7 1.65 334 27.6 30.2 1.21
Second 825 758 79.2 1.09 60.5 44.1 52.0 1.37 405 327 36.5 1.24
Middle 88.0 78.7 83.3 1.12 74.0 53.0 63.8 1.40 57.6 48.6 532 1.19
Fourth 85.7 79.5 82.6 1.08 75.2 56.5 65.9 1.33 59.1 55.7 57.5 1.06
Richest 88.6 80.3 84.4 1.10 90.4 745 81.2 1.21 734 711 723 1.03
Parity indices
Poorest/Richest [' 0.91 0.87 0.89 na 0.57 0.42 0.50 na 0.46 0.39 0.42 na
Rural/Urban 0.99 1.02 1.01 na 0.96 0.96 0.96 na 0.84 0.88 0.86 na

[1] MICS indicator LN.11b - Parity indices — Primary, lower and upper secondary attendance (wealth); SDG indicator 4.5.1
[2] MICS indicator LN.11c¢ - Parity indices — Primary, lower and upper secondary attendance (area); SDG indicator 4.5.1
[3] MICS indicator LN.11a - Parity indices — Primary, lower and upper secondary attendance (gender); SDG indicator 4.5.1

na: not applicable
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4.2 Support for child learning at school and learning environment at home

Parental involvement is essential for supporting children for learning at home. Parental involvement in their
children’s education is widely accepted to have a positive effect on their child’s learning performance. For
instance, reading activities at home have significant positive influences on reading achievement, language
comprehension and expressive language skills.?

Studies also show that parental involvement in their child’s literacy practices is a positive long-term predictor
of later educational attainment.”*

Beyond learning activities at home, parental involvement that occurs in school (like participating in school
meetings, talking with teachers, and volunteering in schools) can also benefit a student’s performance.22
Studies have shown that, in the primary school age range, the impact of parental involvement in school
activities can even be much bigger than differences associated with variations in the quality of schools,
regardless of social class and ethnic group.

Table LN.2.1 provides information on children 7 -14 years attending school and the support for child learning
at school and learning environment at home.

Most of the children of 7 — 14 years are currently attending school (84.7 percent); this percentage is a little
higher among girls (89.3 percent) than the boys (80.2 percent) though it is almost the same between urban
and rural areas. Attendance of children with functional difficulties (68.5 percent) is substantially lower than
their counterpart (85.4 percent). Children’s attendance vary considerably across divisions ranging from 71.8
percent (Mymensingh) to 93.3 percent (Rangpur). Attendance rates are positively associated with mother’s
education and household wealth status, with rates increasing with levels of mothers education and household
wealth status.

In terms of supporting children for learning at home, 95.2 percent of children read books or are read to at
home; where differentials by sex of the household head, area of residence and division are not seen.
However, mothers education and household wealth status seem to have a considerable influence on whether
a child reads or is read to at how with rates increading as the respective levels go up.

Survey further shows that percentage of children using the same language at home as that used by teachers
at school is very high (95.8 percent). The pattern is very similar across various household characteristics,
though Chattogram records a relatively lower level at 83.3 percent. For mothers with only preschool or no
education, this practice is reported for 85.2 percent of children, much lower than those with mothers with
higher education (7.9 percent), the difference being similar to the proportions for children from the poorest
and richest households (84.9 and 97.9 percent, respectively).

0 Gest, D. et al. "Shared Book Reading and Children’s Language Comprehension Skills: The Moderating Role of Parental Discipline
Practices." Early Childhood Research Quarterly19, no. 2 (2004): 319-36. doi:10.1016/j.ecresq.2004.04.007.

2 Fluori, E. and A. Buchanan. "Early Father's and Mother's Involvement and Child's Later Educational Outcomes." Educational
Psychology74, no. 2 (2004): 141-53. doi:10.1348/000709904773839806
Pomerantz, M., E. Moorman and S. Litwack. "The How, Whom, and Why of Parents’ Involvement in Children’s Academic Lives: More
Is Not Always Better." Review of Educational Research77, no. 3 (2007): 373-410. doi:10.3102/003465430305567
Desforges, C. and A, Abouchaar. The Impact of Parental Involvement, Parental Support and Family Education on Pupil Achievements
and Adjustment: A Liteature Review. Research report. Nottingham: Queen’s Printer, 2003.
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/sites/default/files/the_impact_of_parental_involvement.pdf.
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Table LN.2.1: Support for child learning at school and learning environment at home

Percentage of children age 7-14 years attending school, who read or are read to at home, whose
teachers use the language also spoken at home among children who attend school, Bangladesh, 2021

Percentage of | Number of Percentage of Number of Percentage of Number of
children children children who children children who at children age
attending age 7-14 read books or age 7-14 home use the 7-14 years
school [A] years are read to at years language also attending
home [1] used by teachers school
at school [2]
Total 84.7 5668 95.2 4780 95.8 4266
Sex
Male 80.2 2880 93.6 2334 95.9 2017
Female 89.3 2788 96.7 2446 95.7 2248
Area
Urban 85.5 1298 95.9 1086 94.2 973
Rural 84.5 4370 95.0 3693 96.3 3292
Division
Barishal 90.2 351 98.1 321 100.0 292
Chattogram 83.5 1240 94.7 1100 83.3 973
Dhaka 83.8 1268 96.4 990 99.0 895
Khulna 82.0 642 92.1 521 99.8 439
Mymensingh 718 444 90.0 337 98.8 270
Rajshahi 89.5 647 96.1 583 99.3 540
Rangpur 93.3 627 971 560 100.0 536
Sylhet 83.7 450 95.6 368 100.0 321
Age at beginning of school year
5 100.0 3 100.0 3 100.0 3
6 76.9 578 93.4 497 94.9 398
7 84.2 703 96.5 591 95.3 520
8 87.0 700 95.4 613 96.5 558
9 88.3 742 94.9 629 95.7 579
10 87.2 700 96.3 580 96.3 536
" 86.2 "7 95.4 589 95.1 540
12 84.3 721 95.6 594 96.0 531
13 82.6 724 94.0 618 96.3 544
14 77.8 80 93.0 64 93.8 56
School attendance in last year [A]
Early childhood education 100.0 139 94.0 120 96.4 120
Primary 100.0 3187 97.9 2826 95.7 2826
Lower secondary 100.0 1317 99.3 1174 95.6 1174
Upper secondary 100.0 157 99.6 146 98.1 146
Out-of-school 0.0 868 70.1 514 na 0
Disability status (among children age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty 68.5 245 91.6 179 100.0 147
Has no functional difficulty 854 5423 95.3 4600 95.6 4118
Mother's education
None/ECE 76.2 1103 89.8 879 85.2 753
Primary 84.9 1458 94.9 1252 98.0 1107
Secondary 87.8 2681 97.9 2291 98.1 2085
Higher 94.7 216 99.1 182 97.9 175
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Table LN.2.1: Support for child learning at school and learning environment at home
Percentage of children age 7-14 years attending school, who read or are read to at home, whose
teachers use the language also spoken at home among children who attend school, Bangladesh, 2021

Percentage of | Number of Percentage of Number of Percentage of Number of
children children children who children children who at children age
attending age 7-14 read books or age 7-14 home use the 7-14 years
school [A] years are read to at years language also attending
home [1] used by teachers school
at school [2]
Sex of household head
Male 85.0 5090 95.2 4300 95.5 3841
Female 82.1 578 95.0 480 98.9 425
Ethnicity
Bengall 84.8 5432 95.0 4580 99.7 4080
Others 82.3 236 99.1 200 10.4 186
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 7.7 1274 925 1068 84.9 912
Second 82.6 1228 93.8 1029 994 901
Middle 87.3 1143 95.6 976 99.1 879
Fourth 86.8 1079 96.5 897 98.5 816
Richest 91.2 944 98.5 810 97.9 757

[1] MICS indicator LN.19 - Reading habit at home

[2] MICS indicator LN.20 - School and home languages

[A] Attendance to school here is not directly comparable to net attendance ratios reported in preceding tables, which utilise information on all children
in the sample. This and subsequent tables present results of Foundational Learning Skills.

na; not applicable

4.3 Foundational learning skill

Foundational learning is exactly what it sounds like — the foundations of a child's education. It refers to basic
literacy, numeracy, and transferable skills which are the building blocks for a life of learning. The ability to read
and understand a simple text is one of the most fundamental skills a child can learn. Yet today, across most of
the developing countries, these foundations of learning are not strong enough.24 In many countries, students
enrolled in school for as many as 6 years are unable to read and understand simple texts, as shown for
instance by regional assessments such as the Latin American Laboratory for Assessment of the Quality of
Education (LLECE), the Programme for the Analysis of Education Systems (PASEC) and the Southern and
Eastern Africa Consortium for Monitoring Educational Quality (SACMEQ).25 Acquiring literacy in the early
grades of primary is crucial because doing so becomes more difficult in later grades, for those who are
lagging behind.*®

2 The urgent need to focus on foundational skills, Alicia Herbert, Jaime Saavedra, Leanna Marr and Robert Jenkins, published on

Education for Global Development, November 04, 2021, https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/urgent-need-focus-foundational-skills
CONFEMEN. PASEC 2014 Education system performance in Francophone sub-Saharan Africa. Competencies and learning factors
in primary education. Dakar: CONFEMEN, 2015.
http://www.pasec.confemen.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/12/Rapport_Pasec2014_GB_webv2.pdf.;

Makuwa, D. and J. Maarse. "The Impact of Large-Scale International Assessments: A Case Study of How the Ministry of Education in
Namibia Used SACMEQ Assessments to Improve Learning Outcomes." Research in Comparative and International Education 8, no.
3 (2013): 349-58. doi:10.2304/rcie.2013.8.3.349.;

Spaull, N. "Poverty & Privilege: Primary School Inequality in South Africa.” International Journal of Educational Development 33, no. 5
(2013): 436-47. doi:10.1016/j.ijedudev.2012.09.009.

Stanovich, K. "Matthew Effects in Reading: Some Consequences of Individual Differences in the Acquisition of Literacy." Reading
Research Quarterly 21, no. 4 (1986): 360-407. doi:10.1598/rrq.21.4.1.

25

26
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https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/urgent-need-focus-foundational-skills

Foundational learning ensures better life outcomes by empowering individuals to take advantage of the
extensive benefits of education in later years. It is directly correlated to increased workforce participation and
opens up opportunities for social and economic advancement. Research has also linked foundational learning
to increased employability and higher Gross Domestic Product (GDP).?’

A strong foundation in basic numeracy skills during the early grades is crucial for successes in mathematics in
the later years. Mathematics is a skill which is very much in demand and most competitive jobs require some
level of skills in mathematics.”®

There are a number of existing tools for measuring learning outcomes® with each approach having their own
strengths and limitations as well as with varying levels of applicability to household surveys such as MICS. For
some international assessments, it may just be too late: “Even though international testing programs like PISA
and TIMSS are steadily increasing their coverage to also cover developing countries, much of the divergence
in test scores happens before the points in the educational trajectories of children where they are tested by
international assessments”, according to longitudinal surveys like the Young Lives Study.30 National
assessments such as the Early Grade Reading Assessment, which happens earlier (Assessment, which was
conducted before the Young Lives Study) are more context specific, will however be less appropriate for
cross-country analysis; although it may be possible to compare children who do not complete an exercise,
(zero scores) set at a level which reflects each national target for children by a certain age or grade.
Additionally, it is recognized that some assessments only capture children in school. However, many children
do not attend school, further data on these out-of-school children is needed and these can be adequately
captured in household surveys. The survey on children’s education applied the test of children’s basic reading
and numeracy skill to measure their learning outcome.

Tables LN.3.1 (and Figure LN.3) and LN.3.2 (and Figure LN.4) present percentages of children aged 7-14
years who demonstrated foundational reading skills by correctly answering three foundational reading tasks
and foundational numeracy skills by successfully completing four foundational numeracy tasks, respectively,
by age, sex, area of residence, division, wealth index quintile and other disaggregation. These indicators are
designed and developed for both national policy development and SDG reporting for SDG4.1.1 (a): Proportion
of children in grade 2/3 achieving a minimum proficiency in (i) reading and (ii) mathematics by sex. Table
LN.3.1A and Table LN.3.2A present percentages of children aged 7-14 years who correctly answered
foundational reading and numeracy tasks respectively by gender parity.

The assessment score of reading tasks is further disaggregated by results of the literal questions and
inferential questions. The disaggregation of numeracy skills such as nhumber reading, number discrimination,
addition and pattern recognition and completion are also available.

As Table LN.3.1 and the corresponding Figure LN.3 show, of the children of age 7-14 years, 62.3 percent
correctly read 90% of words in a given story; girls (65.7 percent) showed a better performance in reading
correctly than their boy counterparts (58.8 percent). Again, urban children have higher capacity than rural

Foundational Learning, Central Square Foundation, https://www.centralsquarefoundation.org/foundational-learning/#:~:text=
By%20empowering%20individuals%20to%20take,for%20social%20and%20economic%20advancement.
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children to read correctly (71 and 59.8 percent, respectively). By division this percentage varies from 56
percent in Sylhet to 70.2 percent in Dhaka. As expected, older children are more likely than younger children
to be able to read correctly 90% of words of the given story. Ability to correctly read 90 percent of words
appears to have a positive correlation with mother’s educational level and household wealth level.

Percentage of children who correctly answered comprehension questions in terms of two or three literals is
about 53 percent whereas urban children(60-61 percent) show better performance than rural children (about
51 percent) (Table LN.3.1). Percentage of children who demonstrated foundational reading skills (correctly
completing all the three reading tasks) is 49.8 percent; again, higher in urban area (56.8 percent) than in rural
area (47.7 percent). Children’s foundational reading skill level varies between 42.7 percent (Sylhet) and 58.4
(Dhaka) divisions, increases with the age of child, as also with the level of mother’s education as well as the
wealth status.

Table LN.3.1A shows that, overall, gender parity in foundational reading skills of the children age 7-14 years
exhibits that girls are better placed than boys (GPI 1.13). No remarkable differences exist between rural and
urban areas, though a slight difference are evident at division level — with near parity in Rangpur (GPI 0.91) to
more disparity (with girls better placed) in Khulna (GPI 1.27). Gender parity is better at lower secondary (GPI
0.96) and upper secondary (GPI 1.01) levels than that at primary level (GPI 1.10).

Regarding children’s foundational numeracy skills (Table LN.3.2), 59.1 percent of children age 7-14 years
successfully completed number reading, 59.6 percent number discrimination, 53.5 percent addition, 37.5
percent recognized the pattern in numbers and 25.8 percent completed all four combined, termed as
‘foundational numeracy skill’. Boys and girls show similar levels of completion across all four individual tasks
as well as the level of foundational numeracy skills, when combined. Regardless of sex, urban children are
better placed than rural children in numeracy skills. Largely a moderate difference in numeracy skills exists
across the divisions with overall skill level varying between 19.8 percent (Khulna) to 30.7 percent (Dhaka). As
in the case of foundational reading skill, the foundational numeracy skill also increases with age, the level of
education of the child and their mother, as well as the wealth status.

Overall, gender parity in foundational numeracy skills of children age 7-14 (Table LN.3.2A) exhibits very near
parity (GPI 1.03) between boys and girtls without much of area differences. Yet, a moderate divisional level
difference is found with Rajshahi showing perfect parity to Mymensingh at GPI 1.51 indicating much lower skill
levels of boys as compared to girls. Gender parity by education level shows parity at primary and upper
secondary levels (GPI 0.97 and 0.99, respectively) but a little lower foundational numerical skill among girls
than that of boys at lower secondary level (GPI 0.91),
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Table LN.3.1: Foundational reading skills

Percentage of children age 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational reading skills by successfully completing three foundational reading tasks in
Bangla, by sex, Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Percentage| Percentage who | Percentage [Number of| Percentage | Percentage who Percentage |Number of| Percentage | Percentage who Percentage of  [Percentage of|Number of
who |correctly answered who children |who correctly| correctly answered who children |who correctly | correctly answered children who children for | children
correctly | comprehension |demonstrates | age 7-14 | read 90% of | comprehension | demonstrates | age 7-14 | read 90% of | comprehension demonstrate whom the | age 7-14
read 90% of,  questions foundational | years | wordsina questions foundational | years words ina questions foundational reading |reading tasks| years
wordsina | Three | Two | reading skills story Three Two reading skills story Three Two skills [1],[2],[3] were not
story | literals |inferential literals | inferential literals | inferential available in
appropriate
language [A]
Total [1] 58.8 494 | 497 46.8 2334 65.7 56.1 56.0 52.7 2446 62.3 52.8 52.9 49.8 05 4780
Area
Urban 68.8 56.3 56.4 52.8 548 73.3 63.3 65.4 61.0 538 71.0 59.7 60.9 56.8 0.5 1086
Rural 55.8 472 47.7 449 1785 63.5 54.1 53.4 50.4 1908 59.8 50.8 50.6 477 0.5 3693
Division
Barishal 61.7 475 | 491 445 159 65.5 52.7 515 472 162 63.6 50.1 50.3 459 0.4 321
Chattogram 56.4 46.3 44.8 435 534 62.5 50.3 50.2 46.6 566 59.5 48.4 47.6 45.1 0.6 1100
Dhaka 66.4 56.4 57.2 53.2 474 73.6 65.9 66.9 63.2 516 70.2 61.4 62.2 58.4 0.0 990
Khulna 52.7 474 47.5 44.8 260 66.4 59.0 58.7 56.8 261 59.5 53.2 53.1 50.8 1.0 521
Mymensingh 511 43.9 435 418 168 63.2 55.0 53.6 50.5 169 57.2 49.5 485 46.1 0.8 337
Rajshahi 594 | 510 | 506 483 260 67.1 59.5 59.0 56.9 323 63.6 557 | 552 53.1 0.4 583
Rangpur 61.0 515 55.5 50.8 304 62.7 49.8 50.7 46.1 256 61.8 50.7 53.3 48.7 0.8 560
Sylhet 55.2 434 43.0 394 175 56.7 49.2 48.8 45.6 193 56.0 46.4 46.1 427 0.1 368
Age at beginning of school year
6 [B] 17.9 11.6 11.5 10.1 254 17.2 12.8 13.1 11.5 243 17.5 12.2 12.3 10.8 22 497
7-8[2][9] 35.9 284 284 26.6 606 421 335 354 31.0 599 39.0 30.9 31.9 28.8 0.4 1205
7 32.6 22.2 23.3 20.7 306 36.3 26.5 29.1 23.3 285 344 243 26.1 22.0 0.5 591
8 39.3 34.7 33.7 325 300 475 39.9 41.2 38.0 313 435 37.3 375 35.3 0.3 613
9 62.2 498 48.0 439 284 69.8 56.3 53.4 51.0 345 66.4 53.4 50.9 47.8 0.1 629
10-14 78.5 68.1 69.2 65.6 1189 85.2 75.2 74.9 715 1258 82.0 .7 721 68.7 0.3 2446
10 73.7 60.5 62.9 59.3 287 80.3 66.6 64.8 62.7 293 77.0 63.6 63.9 61.0 0.3 580
11 78.1 65.2 66.0 62.3 300 83.1 70.1 71.0 66.5 289 80.6 67.6 68.5 64.4 0.7 589
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Table LN.3.1: Foundational reading skills
Percentage of children age 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational reading skills by successfully completing three foundational reading tasks in
Bangla, by sex, Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Percentage| Percentage who | Percentage [Number of| Percentage | Percentage who Percentage |Number of| Percentage | Percentage who Percentage of  [Percentage of|Number of
who |correctly answered who children |who correctly| correctly answered who children |who correctly | correctly answered children who children for | children
correctly | comprehension |demonstrates | age 7-14 | read 90% of | comprehension | demonstrates | age 7-14 | read 90% of | comprehension demonstrate whom the | age 7-14
read 90% of,  questions foundational | years | wordsina questions foundational | years words ina questions foundational reading |reading tasks| years
wordsina | Three | Two | reading skills story Three Two reading skills story Three Two skills [1],[2],[3] were not
story | literals |inferential literals | inferential literals | inferential available in
appropriate
language [A]
12 78.2 69.1 69.4 65.8 300 86.2 78.4 76.4 73.7 294 82.2 73.7 72.8 69.7 0.0 594
13 85.1 791 79.5 76.3 274 89.3 82.4 83.8 79.6 344 87.4 80.9 81.9 78.2 0.1 618
14 716 58.6 63.9 58.6 26 94.3 89.3 91.7 87.8 38 85.1 76.9 80.5 76.0 0.0 64
School attendance
E:;'gaig:]dhmd 74 | 37| 37 37 69 99 72 99 72 51 84 52 | 63 52 8 120
Primary 53.0 409 | 409 317 1391 56.6 451 447 41.3 1435 54.8 43.0 42.8 39.5 2 2826
Grade 1 14.6 7.7 74 6.8 220 15.5 9.6 12.2 79 193 15.0 8.6 9.6 7.3 3 413
Grade 2-3 [3] 441 | 337 | 337 30.3 615 444 327 33.1 30.1 626 44.2 332 | 334 30.2 4 1240
Grade 2 35.3 244 25.7 219 343 348 26.6 255 23.6 300 35.1 254 256 227 4 643
Grade 3 55.2 455 | 437 40.9 272 53.2 38.2 40.1 36.1 325 54.1 415 41.8 38.3 3 597
Grade 4 70.1 54.2 53.9 50.7 287 73.0 57.2 57.4 53.1 322 71.6 55.8 55.8 51.9 0.0 609
Grade 5 86.7 70.1 70.9 66.1 269 91.3 81.1 76.6 74.2 295 89.1 75.9 73.9 70.4 0.0 564
Lower secondary 93.5 87.7 88.3 85.5 499 93.9 85.4 86.1 81.9 674 93.8 86.4 87.0 83.4 0.0 1174
Grade 6 925 85.4 85.3 82.3 185 93.0 81.5 81.8 775 260 92.8 83.1 83.2 79.5 0.0 445
Grade 7 94.1 90.0 90.7 87.9 182 93.9 88.3 87.6 85.0 214 94.0 89.1 89.1 86.3 0.0 396
Grade 8 94.2 87.9 89.0 86.5 133 95.1 87.4 90.2 84.5 200 94.8 87.6 89.7 85.3 0.0 333
Upper secondary 95.3 854 93.7 85.4 58 97.8 91.9 89.3 874 88 96.8 89.3 91.1 86.6 0.0 146
Out-of-school 34.3 26 | 297 27.9 316 35.7 32.8 32.7 321 198 34.8 30.8 30.8 29.5 3.2 514
Attend remote/online learning during school closure
Yes 83.9 76.2 745 714 362 87.0 79.5 78.5 75.3 438 85.6 78.0 76.7 735 0.1 800
No 57.6 468 | 476 445 1705 63.2 52.5 52.7 49.1 1849 60.5 49.8 50.3 46.9 0.2 3553
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Table LN.3.1: Foundational reading skills

Percentage of children age 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational reading skills by successfully completing three foundational reading tasks in
Bangla, by sex, Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Percentage| Percentage who | Percentage [Number of| Percentage | Percentage who Percentage |Number of| Percentage | Percentage who Percentage of  [Percentage of|Number of
who |correctly answered who children |who correctly| correctly answered who children |who correctly | correctly answered children who children for | children
correctly | comprehension |demonstrates | age 7-14 | read 90% of | comprehension | demonstrates | age 7-14 | read 90% of | comprehension demonstrate whom the | age 7-14
read 90% of,  questions foundational | years | wordsina questions foundational | years words ina questions foundational reading |reading tasks| years
wordsina | Three | Two | reading skills story Three Two reading skills story Three Two skills [1],[2],[3] were not
story | literals |inferential literals | inferential literals | inferential available in
appropriate
language [A]
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
(:'i:ﬁsczft';ft"’”a' 469 | 401 | 368 35.9 112 646 | 510 | 441 43.1 67 535 | 442 | 395 38.6 26 179
Has no
functional 59.4 49.8 50.4 473 2222 65.7 56.2 56.4 53.0 2379 62.7 53.1 53.5 50.2 0.4 4600
difficulty
Mother's education
None/ECE 51.9 418 43.7 41.2 420 58.1 47.1 48.0 45.0 459 55.2 446 46.0 43.2 1.1 879
Primary 51.5 42.3 40.9 387 593 61.2 52.0 51.3 48.6 658 56.6 474 46.4 43.9 0.4 1252
Secondary 64.2 54.4 54.8 51.3 1143 70.5 61.4 61.5 57.6 1148 67.3 57.9 58.2 54.5 0.2 2291
Higher 83.2 76.3 7.7 746 93 83.9 74.8 71.8 69.3 90 83.6 75.6 74.8 72.0 0.0 182
Sex of household head
Male 58.5 48.7 49.2 46.2 2103 65.5 55.8 55.7 52.4 2196 62.1 52.3 52.5 49.4 0.5 4300
Female 61.6 55.2 54.0 52.0 231 67.7 58.7 58.9 55.4 250 64.8 57.0 56.6 53.8 0.6 480
Ethnicity
Bengali 58.8 49.6 49.9 46.9 2245 65.7 56.3 56.1 52.8 2335 62.3 53.0 53.1 49.9 0.5 4580
Others 60.5 433 442 433 89 65.4 50.8 53.6 50.8 110 63.2 474 49.4 47.4 1.2 200
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 43.9 335 341 32.2 544 52.1 42.3 42.7 39.8 524 48.0 37.8 38.3 35.9 0.6 1068
Second 50.4 422 432 404 493 56.3 43.6 45.8 414 536 53.5 429 44.6 40.9 0.7 1029
Middle 59.8 48.9 48.7 451 455 71.2 60.8 59.7 56.6 521 65.9 55.2 54.6 51.3 0.4 976
Fourth 67.7 59.0 58.6 55.4 405 71.3 64.7 62.7 60.8 491 69.7 62.1 60.8 58.4 0.5 897
Richest 7.7 68.9 69.2 65.9 436 83.0 75.5 75.6 71.1 374 80.1 719 72.2 68.3 0.2 810
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Table LN.3.1: Foundational reading skills

Percentage of children age 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational reading skills by successfully completing three foundational reading tasks in
Bangla, by sex, Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Percentage| Percentage who | Percentage [Number of| Percentage | Percentage who Percentage |Number of| Percentage | Percentage who Percentage of  [Percentage of|Number of
who |correctly answered who children |who correctly| correctly answered who children |who correctly | correctly answered children who children for | children
correctly | comprehension |demonstrates | age 7-14 | read 90% of | comprehension | demonstrates | age 7-14 | read 90% of | comprehension demonstrate whom the | age 7-14
read 90% of,  questions foundational | years | wordsina questions foundational | years words ina questions foundational reading |reading tasks| years
wordsina | Three | Two | reading skills story Three Two reading skills story Three Two skills [1],[2],[3] were not
story | literals |inferential literals | inferential literals | inferential available in
appropriate
language [A]

[1] MICS indicator LN.22a - Foundational reading and numeracy skills (reading, age 7-14)
[2] MICS indicator LN.22b - Foundational reading and numeracy skills (reading, age for grade 2/3)
[3] MICS indicator LN.22c - Foundational reading and numeracy skills (reading, attending grade 2/3); SDG indicator 4.1.1

[A] The reading tasks were available in Bangla. Children were assessed in the language spoken by teachers or alternatively in the language spoken at home. Children for whom both indicated languages were not available for assessment are recorded

here.

[B] As eligibility for the Parental Involvement and Foundational Learning Skills modules was determined based on age at time of interview (age 7-14 years), the disaggregate of Age at beginning of school year inevitably presents children who were age 6
years at the beginning of the school year.

na: not applicable
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Table LN.3.1A: Foundational reading skills by gender parity
Percentage of children aged 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational reading skills by successfully

completing three foundational reading tasks in Bangla, by gender parity (girls to boys), Bangladesh,

2021
Gender Parity Index for foundational reading skills [4],[5],[6]
Total 113
Area
Urban 1.16
Rural 112
Division
Barishal 1.06
Chattogram 1.07
Dhaka 119
Khulna 1.27
Mymensingh 1.21
Rajshahi 118
Rangpur 0.91
Sylhet 1.16
Age at beginning of school year
5 na
6 [B] 1.14
7-8[2],[5] 117
7 112
8 117
9 1.16
10-14 1.09
10 1.06
11 1.07
12 112
13 1.04
14 1.50
School attendance
Early childhood education 1.96
Primary 1.10
Grade 1 1.15
Grade 2-3 0.99
Grade 2 1.08
Grade 3 0.88
Grade 4 1.05
Grade 5 1.12
Lower secondary 0.96
Grade 6 0.94
Grade 7 0.97
Grade 8 0.98
Upper secondary 1.02
Out-of-school 1.15
Attend remote/online learning during school closure
Yes 1.05
No 1.10
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Table LN.3.1A: Foundational reading skills by gender parity
Percentage of children aged 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational reading skills by successfully

completing three foundational reading tasks in Bangla, by gender parity (girls to boys), Bangladesh,

2021
Gender Parity Index for foundational reading skills [4],[5],[6]

Mother's education
None/ECE 1.09
Primary 1.26
Secondary 1.12
Higher 0.93
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty 1.20
Has no functional difficulty 1.12
Ethnicity
Bengali 113
Others 117
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 1.24
Second 1.03
Middle 1.26
Fourth 1.10
Richest 1.08

[4] MICS indicator LN.11a - Parity indices - reading, age 7-14 (gender); SDG indicator 4.5.1

[5] MICS indicator LN.11a - Parity indices - reading, age for grade 2/3 (gender); SDG indicator 4.5.1
[6] MICS indicator LN.11a - Parity indices - reading, attending grade 2/3 (gender); SDG indicator 4.5.1
[B] As eligibility for the Parental Involvement and Foundational Learning Skills modules was determined based on age at time of interview (age 7-14

years), the disaggregate of Age at beginning of school year inevitably presents children who were age 6 years at the beginning of the school year.

na; not applicable
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Figure LN.3: Foundational reading skills of children age 7-14 years by sex and area, Bangladesh, 2021
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Table LN.3.2: Foundational numeracy skills
Percentage of children aged 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational numeracy skills by successfully completing four foundational numeracy tasks, by
sex, Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Percentage of children who successfully | Percentage | Number Percentage of children who successfully Percentage | Number Percentage of children who successfully Percentage of | Number
completed tasks of: of children of completed tasks of: of children of completed tasks of: children who of
Number|  Number | Addition | Pattern who children | Number |  Number | Addition | Pattern who children | Number [  Number | Addition| Pattern demonstrate | children
reading| discrimination recognition | demonstrate |age 7-14| reading | discrimination recognition | demonstrate |age 7-14| reading | discrimination recognition |  foundational  |age 7-14
and foundational | years and foundational | years and numeracy skills | years
completion | numeracy completion | numeracy completion [11,121,3]
skills skills
Total [1] 58.0 59.0 520 | 377 253 2334 | 602 60.1 54.9 37.3 262 2446 | 59.1 59.6 535 375 25.8 4780
Area
Urban 65.4 64.5 58.1 413 276 548 66.4 63.5 61.1 41.1 29.5 538 65.9 64.0 59.6 412 285 1086
Rural 55.7 57.4 50.1 36.6 247 1785 | 584 59.1 53.2 36.2 253 1908 | 57.1 58.3 51.7 36.4 25.0 3693
Division
Barishal 54.2 55.4 51.4 318 20.0 159 52.1 53.9 51.4 31.9 213 162 53.2 54.6 51.4 31.8 20.7 321
Chattogram 56.8 57.0 51.5 38.0 272 534 57.8 56.7 51.2 36.4 247 566 57.3 56.8 51.4 37.2 259 1100
Dhaka 60.2 64.9 57.3 424 30.4 474 63.7 67.3 63.9 426 30.9 516 62.0 66.2 60.7 42.5 30.7 990
Khulna 56.7 57.6 471 27.2 18.0 260 62.2 62.1 49.5 29.5 216 261 59.4 59.9 48.3 28.3 19.8 521
Mymensingh | 52.7 50.8 444 29.4 20.7 168 61.0 58.4 50.7 37.1 31.3 169 56.9 54.6 47.5 33.3 26.0 337
Rajshahi 61.9 59.5 60.0 46.1 29.5 260 65.6 58.3 63.7 446 294 323 63.9 58.8 62.1 45.3 294 583
Rangpur 61.9 63.0 439 40.9 23.7 304 58.9 59.8 46.2 35.8 242 256 60.5 61.5 45.0 38.5 239 560
Sylhet 53.7 55.2 56.5 34.9 23.0 175 53.7 57.7 52.5 30.3 213 193 53.7 56.5 54.4 325 22.1 368
Age at beginning of school year
5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3
6 [A] 14.3 18.9 19.8 13.1 39 254 14.4 16.5 19.9 11.8 39 243 14.3 17.7 19.8 125 3.9 497
7-8[2] 38.8 425 39.1 234 11.6 606 38.9 413 413 248 14.8 599 38.8 41.9 40.2 24.1 13.2 1205
7 27.9 35.6 33.3 18.3 85 306 29.3 34.9 35.6 214 12.0 285 28.6 35.2 34.4 19.8 10.2 591
8 49.8 494 45.0 28.7 14.7 300 47.7 471 46.5 27.8 174 313 48.7 48.3 458 28.3 16.1 613
9 55.3 64.1 57.3 35.6 23.9 284 54.9 62.2 58.4 341 238 345 55.1 63.1 57.9 34.8 23.8 629
10-14 77.9 74.9 64.3 50.8 37.3 1189 | 80.7 76.9 67.2 49.0 36.6 1258 | 79.3 75.9 65.8 49.9 37.0 2446
10 71.1 69.5 58.3 455 31.6 287 714 67.2 62.6 48.8 31.9 293 71.2 68.4 60.5 472 318 580
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Table LN.3.2: Foundational numeracy skills
Percentage of children aged 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational numeracy skills by successfully completing four foundational numeracy tasks, by
sex, Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Percentage of children who successfully | Percentage | Number Percentage of children who successfully Percentage | Number Percentage of children who successfully Percentage of | Number
completed tasks of: of children of completed tasks of: of children of completed tasks of: children who of
Numberl  Number | Addition| Pattern who children | Number |  Number | Addition | Pattern who children | Number [  Number | Addition| Pattern demonstrate | children
reading| discrimination recognition | demonstrate |age 7-14| reading | discrimination recognition | demonstrate |age 7-14| reading | discrimination recognition |  foundational  |age 7-14
and foundational | years and foundational | years and numeracy skills | years
completion | numeracy completion | numeracy completion [11,[2],[3]
skills skills
" 74.6 73.9 64.1 50.0 36.5 300 75.8 74.3 62.5 434 30.9 289 75.2 741 63.3 46.8 33.7 589
12 814 771 65.8 49.2 38.2 300 81.7 78.4 69.8 50.2 38.9 294 81.5 7.7 67.8 49.7 38.5 594
13 83.7 78.4 68.3 571 414 274 90.5 84.9 719 525 429 344 875 82.0 70.3 54.6 422 618
14 87.5 84.1 73.0 67.7 57.2 26 92.3 88.1 775 52.6 421 38 90.3 86.5 75.7 58.7 48.2 64
School attendance
Early
childhood 6.9 8.9 111 53 0.0 69 14.3 11.7 17.4 12.7 2.8 51 10.1 10.1 13.8 8.5 1.2 120
education
Primary 50.5 55.3 48.2 324 20.1 1391 | 48.0 50.9 484 30.5 19.5 1435 | 49.2 53.1 48.3 31.5 19.8 2826
Grade 1 16.1 26.0 248 16.5 51 220 12.8 16.5 224 12.2 3.0 193 14.6 215 23.7 14.5 4.1 413
Grade 2-3[3](6]| 41.3 47.2 42.2 26.5 15.0 615 37.2 42.7 38.7 239 15.6 626 39.2 45.0 404 252 15.3 1240
Grade 2 31.3 36.2 34.9 19.1 9.9 343 25.7 34.9 32.8 20.0 12.6 300 28.7 35.6 339 19.5 11.2 643
Grade 3 53.9 61.2 51.3 35.9 21.3 272 479 499 442 215 18.3 325 50.6 55.0 474 31.3 19.7 597
Grade 4 67.5 724 61.9 412 28.2 287 59.4 65.2 60.0 35.3 20.9 322 63.2 68.6 60.9 38.0 244 609
Grade 5 81.8 79.5 66.4 497 35.5 269 81.1 75.0 734 51.3 36.8 295 81.4 772 70.0 50.5 36.2 564
Lower 924 85.3 75.8 62.2 476 499 91.7 86.5 73.3 55.6 43.4 674 92.0 86.0 744 58.4 452 1174
secondary
Grade 6 87.6 83.6 76.2 57.6 43.0 185 88.7 83.0 66.1 499 35.4 260 88.3 83.2 70.3 53.1 38.6 445
Grade 7 95.8 83.9 754 62.0 47.7 182 92.4 87.0 75.7 56.8 453 214 94.0 85.6 75.6 59.2 464 396
Grade 8 94.6 89.4 75.9 68.9 53.7 133 94.7 90.6 80.1 61.6 51.7 200 94.7 90.1 78.5 64.5 52.5 333
Upper o75| 904 | 725 | 617 468 58 | 981 | 889 | 730 | 577 462 8 | 979 | 894 | 728 | 593 465 146
secondary
Out-of-school | 40.5 39.3 36.4 24.8 15.0 316 36.5 36.3 40.7 212 13.7 198 39.0 38.1 38.1 234 14.5 514

Attend remote/online learning during school closure
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Table LN.3.2: Foundational numeracy skills
Percentage of children aged 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational numeracy skills by successfully completing four foundational numeracy tasks, by
sex, Bangladesh, 2021

Male Female Total
Percentage of children who successfully | Percentage | Number Percentage of children who successfully Percentage | Number Percentage of children who successfully Percentage of | Number
completed tasks of: of children of completed tasks of: of children of completed tasks of: children who of
Numberl  Number | Addition| Pattern who children | Number |  Number | Addition | Pattern who children | Number [  Number | Addition| Pattern demonstrate | children
reading| discrimination recognition | demonstrate |age 7-14| reading | discrimination recognition | demonstrate |age 7-14| reading | discrimination recognition |  foundational  |age 7-14
and foundational | years and foundational | years and numeracy skills | years
completion | numeracy completion | numeracy completion [11,[2],[3]
skills skills
Yes 81.8 78.1 73.5 54.8 39.4 362 83.4 79.6 76.4 58.6 46.0 438 82.7 78.9 75.1 56.9 43.0 800
No 55.8 58.4 50.1 36.0 24.0 1705 | 56.7 57.6 51.3 33.6 226 1849 56.3 58.0 50.7 34.7 23.3 3553
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
Has
functional 457 4“7 416 31.6 16.5 112 571 54.7 53.7 34.6 20.7 67 50.0 46.6 46.1 32.7 18.0 179
difficulty
Has no
functional 58.6 59.9 52.5 38.0 25.8 2222 | 60.3 60.2 54.9 37.3 26.4 2379 59.5 60.1 53.8 37.7 26.1 4600
difficulty
Mother's education
None/ECE 512 54.3 48.0 35.0 21.8 420 51.1 52.6 49.2 28.1 19.0 459 512 534 48.7 314 204 879
Primary 50.9 50.7 456 32.6 2041 593 58.1 58.0 53.6 33.8 239 658 547 54.5 49.8 33.3 221 1252
Secondary 62.8 63.7 55.9 401 281 1143 | 644 63.8 58.0 425 29.8 1148 | 63.6 63.8 57.0 41.3 29.0 2291
Higher 76.2 821 67.0 55.5 43.6 93 75.1 70.4 61.2 50.1 39.0 90 75.6 76.3 64.2 52.8 413 182
Ethnicity
Bengali 58.1 58.9 52.2 31.7 251 2245 | 60.2 60.1 55.5 38.1 26.5 2335 59.1 59.5 53.9 37.9 25.8 4580
Others 56.2 62.4 47.2 38.5 324 89 60.2 60.0 416 19.3 19.3 110 58.4 61.1 441 279 252 200
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 43.2 45.0 40.6 243 17.9 544 48.2 491 42.0 26.2 18.5 524 45.7 47.0 41.3 252 18.2 1068
Second 51.7 55.6 484 33.6 217 493 498 51.8 48.7 30.6 19.9 536 50.7 53.6 48.6 32.0 20.7 1029
Middle 60.1 60.6 49.9 40.0 239 455 63.7 65.1 59.1 41.8 30.0 521 62.0 63.0 54.8 41.0 272 976
Fourth 66.0 63.4 58.2 452 31.9 405 67.4 62.9 61.4 429 30.0 491 66.8 63.2 59.9 439 30.9 897
Richest 73.9 747 66.7 497 34.2 436 774 76.5 67.5 48.8 357 374 75.5 75.5 67.1 49.3 34.9 810
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Table LN.3.2: Foundational numeracy skills
Percentage of children aged 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational numeracy skills by successfully completing four foundational numeracy tasks, by
sex, Bangladesh, 2021

Male

Female

Total

completed tasks of:

Percentage of children who successfully

Number
reading

Number | Addition
discrimination

Pattern
recognition

and

completion

Percentage
of children
who
demonstrate
foundational
numeracy
skills

Number
of
children
age 7-14
years

Percentage of children who successfully

completed tasks of:

Number|  Number Addition
reading | discrimination

Pattern
recognition
and
completion

Percentage
of children
who
demonstrate
foundational
numeracy
skills

Number
of
children
age 7-14
years

Percentage of children who successfully
completed tasks of:

Number
reading

Number
discrimination

Addition

Pattern
recognition
and
completion

Percentage of
children who
demonstrate
foundational

numeracy skills

(11(21.3]

Number
of
children
age 7-14
years

[1] MICS indicator LN.22d - Foundational reading and numeracy skills (numeracy, age 7-14)
[2] MICS indicator LN.22¢ - Foundational reading and numeracy skills (numeracy, age for grade 2/3)
[3] MICS indicator LN.22f - Foundational reading and numeracy skills (numeracy, attending grade 2/3); SDG indicator 4.1.1

[A] As eligibility for the Parental Involvement and Foundational Learning Skills modules was determined based on age at time of interview (age 7-14 years), the disaggregate of Age at beginning of school year inevitably

presents children who were age 6 years at the beginning of the school year.
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Table LN.3.2A: Foundational numeracy skills by gender parity

Percentage of children aged 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational numeracy skills by
successfully completing four foundational numeracy tasks, by gender parity (girls to boys),

Bangladesh, 2021

Gender Parity Index for foundational numeracy skills [4],[5],[6]
Total 1.03
Area
Urban 1.07
Rural 1.02
Division
Barishal 1.06
Chattogram 0.91
Dhaka 1.02
Khulna 1.20
Mymensingh 1.51
Rajshahi 1.00
Rangpur 1.02
Sylhet 0.93
Age at beginning of school year
na
6[Al 0.98
7-8 1.28
7 1.40
8 118
9 1.00
10-14 0.98
10 1.01
11 0.85
12 1.02
13 1.04
14 0.74
School attendance
Early childhood education na
Primary 0.97
Grade 1 0.59
Grade 2-3 1.04
Grade 2 1.27
Grade 3 0.86
Grade 4 0.74
Grade 5 1.04
Lower secondary 0.91
Grade 6 0.82
Grade 7 0.95
Grade 8 0.96
Upper secondary 0.99
Out-of-school 0.91
Attend remote/online learning during school closure
Yes 117
No 0.94

58



Table LN.3.2A: Foundational numeracy skills by gender parity
Percentage of children aged 7-14 years who demonstrate foundational numeracy skills by
successfully completing four foundational numeracy tasks, by gender parity (girls to boys),
Bangladesh, 2021

Gender Parity Index for foundational numeracy skills [4],[5],[6]
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty 1.26
Has no functional difficulty 1.02
Mother's education
None/ECE 0.87
Primary 1.19
Secondary 1.06
Higher 0.90
Ethnicity
Bengali 1.06
Others 0.60
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 1.03
Second 0.92
Middle 1.26
Fourth 0.94
Richest 1.05

[4] MICS indicator LN.11a - Parity indices - numeracy, age 7-14 (gender); SDG indicator 4.5.1

[5] MICS indicator LN.11a - Parity indices - numeracy, age for grade 2/3 (gender); SDG indicator 4.5.1

[6] MICS indicator LN.11a - Parity indices - numeracy, attending grade 2/3 (gender); SDG indicator 4.5.1

[A] As eligibility for the Parental Involvement and Foundational Learning Skills modules was determined based on age at time of interview (age 7-14
years), the disaggregate of Age at beginning of school year inevitably presents children who were age 6 years at the beginning of the school year.
na: not applicable

Figure LN.4: Foundational numeracy skills of children age 7-14 years by sex, area and skill types
(in %), Bangladesh, 2021
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4.4 Drop-out and repetition

For various reasons drop-out from school happens in Bangladesh and it goes up from primary to upper levels
of education. Despite various initiatives such as providing stipend, free textbooks, school feeding programmes
etc., to retain students are in place, drop-out continue to happen. Out of 100 children enrolled in the first
grade, only 32 retain till upper secondary level (Bangladesh Bureau of Educational Information and Statistics,
or BANBEIS). Poverty, child marriage, high-priced note-guide books, compulsory coaching and weak teaching
system are the key factors responsible for drop-outs. The education ministry recently listed causes of drop-
outs that include early marriage of students of ultra-poor families, students’ untimed entry into job market due
to poverty and not succeeding in the test and final examinations. Girl students’ drop-out happens mainly
because of early marriage and distance of educational institutions from residence.**

Table LN.4.1 provides information on primary, lower secondary and upper secondary aged children’s drop-
out® from school. It gives the percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary aged children
who attended a given grade in the last school year before the survey year, but are no longer attending school
in the current year (i.e., survey year). Together with this, the table presents gender parity status in drop-out
among boys and girls in primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school, and also when considering all
children.

The primary school drop-out rate comes out as 3.1 percent (with a minor variation between boys and girls - 4
and 2.3 percent, respectively); the rate increases to 5 percent in lower secondary education (with no sex
differentials) and 7.1 percent in upper secondary education. A moderate difference exists in drop-out from
primary and lower secondary education across different background characteristics. As for upper secondary
level, 7.1 percent of children drop out, which is 4 and 2 percentage points higher than drop-out rates in
primary and lower secondary education, respectively. Moderate variations in drop-out rates exist between
divisions, ranging from 3.6 percent in Khulna to 11.9 percent in Mymensingh and Sylhet, at the upper
secondary level. Drop-outs vary across wealth quintiles in all three levels of education, with no consistent
pattern, but mother’s education appears to have a inverse relationship with drop-out in all three levels of
education, implying that drop-out rates decreases with increase of mother’s education.

Table LN.4.1 further shows that the overall drop-out rate irrespective ofthe level of education is 4.9 percent
with moderate differences by almost all background characteristics.

The gender parity in drop-out presented in the table suggest a lower drop-out rate among girls than boys in
primary (GPI 0.58) and lower secondary (GPI 0.77) education, but it is reversed in upper secondary education
(GPI 1.22), suggesting a big gap in drop-out rates with girls more likely to drop-out than boys. Regardless of
education level, GPI of 0.90 indicates that drop-out from school is more or less similar among boys and
girls.

Table LN.4.2 provides grade specific drop-out rates from grade 1 to grade 12. The rates exhibit a moderate
variation across grade 1 to grade 4 (2.0 to 3.0 percent), then it slightly goes up to 6.0 percent from grade 5 to
grade 11; while it is 14.3 percent, the highest, in grade 12. Although drop-out rates vary moderately between
boys and girls and urban and rural students across grade 1 to grade 12, it varies considerably at divisional
and wealth quintile levels at grade 5, 10 and grade 12. For example, the rate ranges from zero percent at
grade 5, and between 6.9 percent to 20 percent at grade 12. Mymensingh shows very high drop-out rates

3 https://m.theindependentbd.com/arcprint/details/76539/2017-01-15

32 Drop-out rates refer to the proportion of students from a cohort attending a given grade in a given school in a given
year who are no longer attending school in the following year. Children who repeat are considered to be in the school
and hence not included in the calculation of drop-out rate (MICS EAGLE)
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among all the divisions, especially at grade 5 (12.6 percent), grade 10 (14.1 percent) and grade 12 (32.7
percent).

Grade repetition is the continuation in a school programme at the same grade level for part or all of the next
school year due to failing to acquire the minimum expectations or outcomes to proceed to the next grade
level. A repeater is defined as a pupil who is not promoted to the next grade or does not complete an
educational programme and who remains in the same grade the following school year (UIS, 2012: 17%).
Repetition can result from academic failure, unsatisfactory progress, insufficient examination marks to get
promotion to the next level of education, age criterion, poor attendance or from lack of local educational
opportunities. It may be obligatory or, in the case of some more developed countries, it may require the
agreement of the student and/or parents.

Repetition in primary, lower secondary and upper secondary education and in any level of education is
presented in Table LN.4.3. In primary education, repetition rates stand at 3.7 percent. Except at divisional
levels, repetition rates are not varying significantly across various background parameters: Rajshahi at 10.3
percent and Mymensingh at 2 percent) have the highest and the lowest repetition rates, respectively. The
repetition rate at lower secondary education is 2.4 percent, lower than primary as well as the upper secondary
levels, and do not show significant variations across different background characteristics. At upper secondary
education, repetition is quite high with 27.9 percent; even higher among boys (29 percent) compared to girls
(26.5 percent). Overall, repetition in any level of education is 11.4 percent; it does not vary much across
different background characteristics except at division level where the rates vary between 8.3 percent
(Mymensingh) and 15.8 percent (Rajshahi), as well as across mother’s education levels where it ranges from
10.4 percent (or 10.5 percent) among children of mothers with primary (or below primary) education to 17.6
percent for mothers with secondary education.

Girls are less likely to repeat than boys at lower and upper secondary levels (GPI 0.83 and 0.91, respectively)
while their likelihood to repeat is much more than boys at primary education (GPI 1.19) (Table LN.4.3). The
GPI in repetition considering all levels of education is 0.94, indicating a better parity among girls and boys
than at different levels of education.

Table LN.4.4 shows that grade specific repetition rates are very high at grade 10 (61.2 percent) and at grade
12 (41.6 percent) as compared to those at lower grades ranging between 2.1 percent and 5.4 percent (at
grades 5 and 11, respectively). Having externally managed exams at grades 10 and 12 could be one of the
reasons for spikes in repetition rates in these levels compared to other levels where exams are managed and
administered by schools themselves. Repetition rates at grade 10 show moderate variations across various
background characteristics. For example, the repetition rate among boys is about 7 percentage points higher
than that of girls. Similarly, rural children have higher repetition rates (62.8 percent) than their urban
counterparts (55.5 percent) at grade 10. Mymensingh division has the lowest repetition rate (50.1 percent)
and Chattogram has the highest rate (72.4 percent) at grade 10, while the differences between divisions are
higher in magnitude when we observe the repetition rates as grade 12. At grade 12, it varies between 26
percent (Rangpur) to 51.4 percent (Sylhet) across divisions, and between 33.4 percent and 45.5 percent
between urban and rural areas. A difference of about 20 percentage points can be seen between children
belonging to poorest quintile (51.5 percent) and those in the second wealth quintile (31.4 percent).

% Global education digest, 2012: opportunities lost: the impact of grade repetiton and early school leaving.

https://learningportal.iiep.unesco.org/en/glossary/grade-repetition
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Table LN.4.1: Primary, lower and upper secondary aged children drop-out

Percentage of primary, lower and upper secondary aged children attending a given grade in a given school-year prior to the survey who are no longer
attending school in the survey year, Bangladesh, 2021
Drop-out rates of girls to boys (GPI), in primary, lower and upper secondary school, and additional parity indices for all children irrespective of the level of
education, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower and Upper secondary)
Primary | Primary | Primary | Gender Lower Lower Lower Gender Upper Upper Upper Gender School School School | Gender
school - | school - | school - | parity | secondary |secondary |secondary |parity index | secondary | secondary | secondary |parity index| drop-out | drop-out | drop-out | parity
drop-out, | drop-out, | drop-out, | index |school-drop-| school - | school- | (GPI)for | school - school -dropsschool -drop{ (GPI) for |(Any level of | (Any level of | (Any level of | index
girls boys |total [1],[2] (GPI)for | out, girls | drop-out, | drop-out, | drop-outin | drop-out, | out, boys | out, total | drop-outin | education), | education), | education), |(GPI) for
drop-out boys |total [1],[2]| lower girls [11.[2] upper girls boys total [1],[2] |drop-out
in primary secondary secondary [3]
school [3] school [3] school [3]
Total 23 4.0 31 0.58 45 57 5.0 0.78 7.8 6.4 71 1.22 47 5.2 49 0.90
Area
Urban 21 49 34 043 1.9 5.0 34 0.38 7.1 6.2 6.6 1.14 3.7 5.3 45 0.70
Rural 24 3.8 31 0.62 5.1 59 55 0.87 7.7 6.5 71 117 48 5.2 5.0 0.92
Division
Barishal 0.8 22 15 0.38 45 1.8 32 251 5.8 7.2 6.6 0.80 34 3.8 3.7 0.90
Chattogram 22 42 33 0.51 49 75 5.9 0.65 8.4 5.1 6.6 1.65 49 5.4 5.0 0.92
Dhaka 36 5.8 47 0.63 47 58 5.3 0.81 8.3 7.2 7.7 115 5.4 6.3 5.8 0.87
Khulna 42 27 33 1.58 48 7.0 5.8 0.69 1.2 5.7 3.6 0.22 34 48 4.0 0.71
Mymensingh 4.3 5.1 46 0.85 5.9 20 42 2.90 15.2 9.2 11.9 1.65 8.3 5.7 6.9 1.47
Rajshahi 05 45 22 0.11 75 8.2 79 0.91 5.4 7.2 6.2 0.75 39 6.3 5.0 0.61
Rangpur 0.0 1.0 0.5 0.00 1.7 3.3 2.7 0.52 10.0 1.9 5.4 5.16 38 1.9 27 2.00
Sylhet 1.6 45 3.0 0.35 14 6.3 34 0.22 12.1 11.1 11.9 1.09 5.0 741 6.1 0.70
Mother's education
None/ECE 24 5.1 3.8 0.48 42 8.8 6.3 0.47 24 11.9 7.7 0.20 29 8.0 55 0.36
Primary 1.9 5.6 35 0.34 43 8.0 6.1 054 27 23 23 1.18 28 53 39 052
Secondary 1.3 29 2.1 0.44 2.1 3.2 2.7 0.66 0.8 0.7 0.8 1.11 1.3 23 1.8 0.59
Higher 0.0 14 0.7 0.00 0.0 36 29 0.00 0.0 0.0 0.0 na 0.0 1.6 1.0 0.00
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty 14 | 62 | 39 | 02 134 109 1.1 1.22 00 | 106 | 57 | 000 43 8.7 6.4 049
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Percentage of primary, lower and upper secondary aged children attending a given grade in a given school-year prior to the survey who are no longer

Drop-out rates of girls to boys (GPI), in primary, lower and upper secondary school, and additional parity indices for all children irrespective of the level of

Table LN.4.1: Primary, lower and upper secondary aged children drop-out

attending school in the survey year, Bangladesh, 2021

education, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower and Upper secondary)
Primary | Primary | Primary | Gender Lower Lower Lower Gender Upper Upper Upper Gender School School School | Gender
school - | school - | school - | parity | secondary |secondary |secondary |parity index | secondary | secondary | secondary |parity index| drop-out | drop-out | drop-out | parity
drop-out, | drop-out, | drop-out, | index |school-drop-| school - | school- | (GPI)for | school - school -dropsschool -drop{ (GPI) for |(Any level of | (Any level of | (Any level of | index
girls boys |total [1],[2] (GPI)for | out, girls | drop-out, | drop-out, | drop-outin | drop-out, | out, boys | out, total | drop-outin | education), | education), | education), |(GPI) for
drop-out boys |total [1],[2]| lower girls [11.[2] upper girls boys total [1],[2] |drop-out
in primary secondary secondary [3]
school [3] school [3] school [3]
Has no functional difficulty 23 39 31 0.60 43 56 49 0.76 79 6.4 71 124 47 5.1 49 0.91
Ethnicity
Bengall 1.9 4.1 30 0.46 47 59 52 0.79 7.8 6.0 6.8 1.31 46 5.2 48 0.88
Others 79 0.0 6.0 na 0.0 0.0 0.0 na 7.1 214 13.3 0.33 5.7 7.1 6.9 0.79
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 41 5.8 50 0.70 48 6.5 55 0.73 9.7 10.5 9.3 0.93 6.1 76 6.6 0.81
Second 36 4.0 38 0.89 6.7 6.9 6.9 0.97 10.9 11.3 11.1 0.96 6.8 7.2 7.0 0.95
Middle 1.4 26 19 0.52 44 7.0 5.6 0.63 6.7 4.3 5.4 1.54 3.9 4.3 4.0 0.91
Fourth 21 49 35 0.44 37 31 35 118 9.8 76 8.8 1.29 5.1 5.4 5.2 0.95
Richest 0.0 26 1.2 0.00 27 49 3.6 0.55 5.2 46 49 112 24 3.8 3.0 0.63
Attendance to online learning during school closure
Yes 0.0 0.0 0.0 na 15 0.0 0.8 na 0.3 28 1.8 0.10 0.5 0.9 0.8 0.50
No 28 4.8 38 0.59 5.6 8.2 6.7 69 12.2 8.9 10.5 1.37 6.7 7.0 6.8 0.95
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Table LN.4.2: Grade-specific drop-out

Grade specific drop-out rates among children of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school, Bangladesh, 2021

Grade1 | Grade2 | Grade3 | Grade4 | Grade5 | Grade6 | Grade7 | Grade8 | Grade9 |Grade10|Grade11|Grade12| Primary school | Lower secondary | Upper secondary | school drop-out
drop-out, total | school drop-out, school (Any level of
[11.12] total [1],[2] drop-out, total* | education), total
(11.[2] (1112
Total 20 21 3.0 2.7 5.8 3.6 5.8 5.7 38 6.5 38 14.3 3.1 5.0 7.1 49
Sex
Male 2.1 2.8 48 3.0 7.1 46 5.7 6.8 35 47 38 13.8 4.0 5.7 6.4 5.2
Female 1.8 15 1.3 24 46 26 5.9 48 41 8.6 3.8 14.9 23 45 78 47
Area
Urban 15 5.9 4.0 25 29 29 38 34 39 2.1 44 16.2 34 34 6.6 45
Rural 21 1.0 2.7 28 6.7 38 6.3 6.4 3.7 78 35 134 3.1 5.5 7.1 5.0
Division
Barishal 1.1 1.3 15 1.1 2.7 1.9 6.0 1.8 20 11.2 14 11.9 1.5 3.2 6.6 37
Chattogram 038 038 24 34 8.9 33 7.8 6.8 6.8 45 5.2 9.9 33 5.9 6.6 5.0
Dhaka 3.0 5.7 48 23 75 41 5.4 6.3 1.2 33 73 18.9 47 5.3 7.7 58
Khulna 34 3.1 6.4 39 0.0 26 9.9 48 26 33 1.7 6.9 33 5.8 36 4.0
Mymensingh 34 | 00 | 42 | 27 | 126 | 38 | 87 | 00 | 07 | 141 | 00 | 327 4.6 42 119 6.9
Rajshahi 14 | 00 | 00 | 43 | 53 | 51 | 42 | 144 | 55 | 90 | 00 | 102 22 79 6.2 5.0
Rangpur 0.0 0.0 1.3 14 0.0 39 1.2 3.0 39 8.1 0.0 9.6 0.5 2.7 54 27
Sylhet 32 26 21 1.8 54 27 39 3.7 9.7 8.9 9.1 20.0 3.0 34 11.9 6.1
Mother's education
None/ECE 49 3.1 0.5 46 5.7 29 10.4 5.5 0.0 6.0 17.1 - 38 6.3 7.7 55
Primary 1.8 1.3 4.1 36 6.6 3.7 5.2 9.3 46 24 0.0 - 35 6.1 23 39
Secondary 1.5 26 29 0.9 24 35 20 27 0.5 26 0.0 0.0 2.1 2.7 0.8 1.8
Higher 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 36 0.0 0.0 8.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 29 0.0 1.0

Disability status (age 5-17 years)
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Table LN.4.2: Grade-specific drop-out

Grade specific drop-out rates among children of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school, Bangladesh, 2021

Grade1 | Grade2 | Grade3 | Grade4 | Grade5 | Grade6 | Grade7 | Grade8 | Grade9 |Grade10|Grade11|Grade12| Primary school | Lower secondary | Upper secondary | school drop-out
drop-out, total | school drop-out, school (Any level of
[11.12] total [1],[2] drop-out, total* | education), total
(11.[2] (1112
Has functional difficulty 00 | 00 | 123 | 00 | 73 | 247 | 85 | 00 | 60 | 111 | 00 ?? 39 11.1 57 6.4
Has no functional difficulty 2.0 2.2 26 2.8 5.7 31 5.7 5.9 37 6.5 38 | 143 3.1 4.9 7.1 4.9
Ethnicity
Bengali 20 22 3.1 29 46 38 6.1 5.9 3.3 6.8 3.1 141 3.0 5.2 6.8 4.8
Others 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 29.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 175 0.0 16.8 | 18.9 6.0 0.0 13.3 6.9
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 24 22 4.3 3.6 125 20 8.9 5.7 2.1 9.3 11.0 | 149 5.0 5.5 9.3 6.6
Second 41 28 33 2.1 6.7 42 11.0 54 5.7 14.2 1.8 22.8 3.8 6.9 11 7.0
Middle 26 0.0 1.0 26 34 54 38 76 2.7 85 22 8.3 1.9 5.6 54 4.0
Fourth 0.0 3.2 43 42 5.6 29 24 5.0 6.1 44 5.0 19.6 35 35 8.8 5.2
Richest 0.0 20 1.9 0.5 1.7 26 3.1 5.0 1.8 25 29 12.4 1.2 3.6 49 3.0
Attendance to online learning during school closure
Yes 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 9 0.7 0.7 0.2 1.5 1.9 3.6 0.0 038 1.8 0.8
No 22 25 3.6 3.3 74 46 78 7.9 5.8 10.1 5.9 20.2 3.8 6.7 10.5 6.8

[1]and [2] : Drop-out rate is the proportion of students from a cohort attending a given grade in a given school in a given year who are no longer attending school in the following year.

* Includes grades 11 and 12.
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Table LN.4.3: Repetition of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary aged children

Percentage of primary, lower and upper secondary school going children in a given grade who repeated the following-year; Repetition rates of girls to
boys (GPI), in primary, lower and upper secondary school, and additional parity indices taking all children, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower and Upper secondary)
Primary Primary Primary | Gender Lower Lower Lower Gender Upper Upper Upper Gender School - School - School - | Gender
school - school - school - parity | secondary | secondary | secondary |parity index| secondary | secondary | secondary |parity index| Repetition | Repetition | Repetition | parity
Repetition, | Repetition, | Repetition, | index school - school - school - | (GPI)for | school- school - school - | (GPI)for |(Any level of | (Any level of | (Any level of| index
Girls Boys Total (GPI) for | Repetition, | Repetition, | Repetition, | repetition | Repetition, | Repetition, | Repetition, | repetition | education), | education), | education), | (GPI) for
repetition Girls Boys Total in lower Girls Boys Total in upper Girls Boys Total repetition
in primary secondary secondary [3]
school [3] school [3] school [3]
Total 4.0 34 3.7 1.19 22 26 24 0.83 26.5 29.0 27.9 0.91 11.1 1.7 1.4 0.94
Area
Urban 3.9 23 3.2 1.67 14 3.0 22 0.48 244 243 24.3 1.00 10.1 9.8 10.0 1.03
Rural 4.0 37 3.8 1.08 24 25 25 0.95 273 30.7 29.2 0.89 114 124 12.0 0.92
Division
Barishal 29 1.7 22 1.72 25 1.0 1.8 2.56 14.9 29.8 22.1 0.50 6.8 10.9 8.8 0.63
Chattogram 26 36 3.1 0.71 3.6 26 32 1.41 28.2 36.4 324 0.77 114 14.3 12.9 0.80
Dhaka 28 21 24 1.32 1.3 1.6 14 0.84 28.1 30.3 294 0.93 10.9 1.4 11.1 0.95
Khulna 1.8 39 29 0.47 34 37 35 0.94 26.9 23.0 249 117 10.6 10.2 104 1.04
Mymensingh 1.7 24 20 0.70 1.1 2.7 20 0.40 18.5 222 20.8 0.83 7.2 9.1 8.3 0.79
Rajshahi 13.1 72 10.3 1.82 1.9 47 31 0.40 31.8 31.9 32.1 1.00 16.5 14.8 15.8 1.12
Rangpur 47 37 41 1.25 14 2.8 20 0.50 15.1 223 19.3 0.68 7.3 9.7 8.7 0.76
Sylhet 44 2.7 34 1.64 1.5 22 1.8 0.66 317 29.5 30.1 1.07 12.7 1.5 11.9 1.11
Mother's education
None/ECE 29 4.0 34 0.73 1.6 1.9 1.7 0.83 26.7 34.9 31.3 0.76 9.0 11.9 10.5 0.76
Primary 6.3 4.1 52 1.55 37 22 3.0 1.70 243 274 263 0.89 10.5 9.9 10.4 1.06
Secondary 3.3 3.0 3.2 1.10 1.6 2.7 22 0.60 42.2 53.0 47.1 0.80 15.9 19.6 17.6 0.81
Higher 3.1 0.0 1.6 na 0.0 36 29 0.00 34.1 333 423 1.02 12.7 10.1 15.5 1.26
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
:?;;‘:R/Ct"’”a' 57 46 47 123 0.0 0.0 00 na 333 144 232 231 1.7 6.0 85 193
Has no 40 33 3.6 1.20 23 2.7 25 0.83 26.4 29.1 27.9 0.91 11.0 11.8 114 0.94
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Table LN.4.3: Repetition of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary aged children

Percentage of primary, lower and upper secondary school going children in a given grade who repeated the following-year; Repetition rates of girls to
boys (GPI), in primary, lower and upper secondary school, and additional parity indices taking all children, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower and Upper secondary)
Primary Primary Primary | Gender Lower Lower Lower Gender Upper Upper Upper Gender School - School - School - | Gender
school - school - school - parity | secondary | secondary | secondary |parity index| secondary | secondary | secondary |parity index| Repetition | Repetition | Repetition | parity
Repetition, | Repetition, | Repetition, | index school - school - school - | (GPI)for | school- school - school - | (GPI)for |(Any level of | (Any level of | (Any level of| index
Girls Boys Total (GPI) for | Repetition, | Repetition, | Repetition, | repetition | Repetition, | Repetition, | Repetition, | repetition | education), | education), | education), | (GPI) for
repetition Girls Boys Total in lower Girls Boys Total in upper Girls Boys Total repetition
in primary secondary secondary [3]
school [3] school [3] school [3]
functional
difficulty
Ethnicity
Bengali 3.7 35 3.6 1.07 2.3 25 24 0.91 27.2 28.7 28.0 0.95 11.2 11.6 1.4 0.96
Others 8.6 0.0 49 na 0.0 56 22 0.00 0.0 39.4 25.0 0.00 3.6 14.5 10.9 0.25
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 45 36 41 1.26 39 39 39 0.99 279 32.7 314 0.85 12.2 134 13.2 0.91
Second 44 55 5.0 0.79 0.9 0.6 0.8 1.49 25.1 26.5 25.7 0.94 104 11.3 10.8 0.92
Middle 4.0 3.1 36 1.31 1.5 1.1 1.3 1.42 221 32.0 27.6 0.69 9.4 12.2 11.1 0.77
Fourth 29 3.2 3.0 0.91 28 23 26 1.26 274 29.0 28.3 0.95 11.1 1.5 114 0.96
Richest 4.1 0.8 2.3 5.38 22 6.4 4.0 0.34 28.2 27.6 27.9 1.02 1.7 1.1 1.3 1.05
Attendance to online learning during school closure
Yes 3.9 0.0 21 na 4.0 29 3.3 1.39 334 30.1 31.3 1.11 13.7 10.7 12.1 1.28
No 4.0 4.0 4.0 1.02 1.6 26 2.1 0.60 234 28.0 25.8 0.83 9.9 11.6 10.8 0.85

na: not applicable
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Table LN.4.4: Grade specific repetition

Grade-specific repetition rates among children of primary, lower secondary, upper secondary and higher levels of school, Bangladesh, 2021

Grade1 | Grade2 | Grade3 | Grade4 | Grade5 | Grade6 | Grade7 | Grade8 | Grade9 | Grade10 | Grade11 | Grade12 | Primary school- | Lower secondary | Upper secondary | School-repetition
repetition, Total | school-repetition, | school-repetition, |  (Any level of
Total Total* education), Total
Total 5.2 45 3.9 28 21 25 22 25 33 61.2 54 41.6 37 24 279 11.4
Sex
Male 47 4.1 40 26 14 24 35 21 22 64.8 5.7 434 34 26 29.0 1.7
Female 5.7 49 39 3.0 26 25 1.2 28 43 57.2 5.0 395 4.0 22 26.5 1.1
Area
Urban 5.1 25 22 3.2 28 35 1.7 1.2 14 55.5 7.0 334 3.2 2.2 24.3 10.0
Rural 5.2 5.1 44 2.7 1.8 22 24 29 38 62.8 48 455 38 25 29.2 12.0
Division
Barishal 1.1 20 3.1 36 14 0.0 25 29 9 52.7 42 30.8 2.2 1.8 22.1 8.8
Chattogram 29 25 5.6 28 1.5 33 1.9 45 43 724 7.0 45.9 3.1 3.2 324 12.9
Dhaka 5.8 1.5 2.0 1.6 1.0 1.0 25 8 2.1 64.4 41 47.0 24 14 29.4 1.1
Khulna 43 29 22 5.2 0.0 73 0.0 3.1 26 55.9 15 39.6 29 35 24.9 10.4
Mymensingh 14 | 441 36 | 00 | 09 | 18 19 | 23 | 23 50.1 4.1 26.7 2.0 2.0 208 8.3
Rajshahi 143 | 178 | 72 | 3.1 92 15 | 37 | 40 | 89 | 610 16.1 423 10.3 3.1 32.1 15.8
Rangpur 5.0 4.8 45 47 1.5 1.8 25 1.7 1.1 50.3 0.0 26.0 4.1 2.0 19.3 8.7
Sylhet 7.2 38 22 1.8 2.1 1.2 2.7 1.5 3.7 574 7.7 514 34 1.8 30.1 11.9
Mother's education
None/ECE 6.5 27 1.5 4.0 23 33 1.3 0.6 25 81.6 9.7 - 34 1.7 313 10.5
Primary 8.7 6.1 56 37 1.7 28 30 34 58 67.8 55 - 52 3.0 26.3 10.4
Secondary 3.6 43 44 1.1 26 23 1.9 24 23 75.9 10.0 100.0 32 22 47.1 17.6
Higher 0.0 45 0.0 34 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.8 0.0 69.4 0.0 100.0 1.6 29 42.3 15.5
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty 103 | 7.3 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 69.7 0.0 4.7 0.0 232 8.5
Has no functional difficulty 49 44 38 29 2.1 25 23 26 33 61.1 54 41.6 36 25 27.9 114
Ethnicity
Bengali | 50 | 47 | 41 | 25 | 18 | 25 | 22 | 26 | 30 | 610 | 57 | 423 36 24 28.0 114
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Table LN.4.4: Grade specific repetition

Grade-specific repetition rates among children of primary, lower secondary, upper secondary and higher levels of school, Bangladesh, 2021

Grade1 | Grade2 | Grade3 | Grade4 | Grade5 | Grade6 | Grade7 | Grade8 | Grade9 | Grade10 | Grade11 | Grade12 | Primary school- | Lower secondary | Upper secondary | School-repetition
repetition, Total | school-repetition, | school-repetition, |  (Any level of
Total Total* education), Total
Others 8.0 0.0 0.0 9.7 6.6 28 3.7 0.0 11.3 66.5 0.0 221 4.9 22 25.0 10.9
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 8.0 3.1 3.0 3.9 28 45 33 38 10.0 57.3 6.7 51.5 4.1 3.9 314 13.2
Second 46 8.5 47 34 3.6 0.9 0.9 0.7 4.0 60.5 6.9 314 5.0 0.8 25.7 10.8
Middle 5.7 41 41 2.7 1.7 14 1.5 1.1 1.7 61.4 3.0 44.4 3.6 1.3 276 11.1
Fourth 45 38 48 1.0 1.2 22 1.3 42 26 59.4 3.9 47.4 3.0 26 28.3 114
Richest 23 24 3.0 28 1.2 45 5.2 23 1.9 65.1 73 37.3 23 4.0 27.9 1.3
Attendance to online learning during school closure
Yes 3.1 24 20 0.9 2.1 42 24 3.1 28 64.5 6.0 51.9 2.1 3.3 31.3 12.1
No 5.5 49 43 3.2 2.1 1.8 2.1 22 35 58.9 47 35.9 4.0 2.1 25.8 10.8

* Includes Grades 11 and 12.
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4.5 Learning online during school closure

In March 2020, COVID-19 has resulted in academic closure in Bangladesh. This severely affected the
majority of the students and other involved people of the education sector. Many countries all over the world
have started the online education system and are continuing with this process to minimize the learning gap.
Online education through social media is now the best possible alternative to face-to-face learning. Platforms
like Facebook, Zoom, Google classroom, Google meet etc. are some of the mediums through which academic
institutions are trying to communicate with the students.** Bangladesh also adopted a variety of measures to
minimize learning gaps, which included broadcasting lessons on Television and Radio, uploading e-contents
and conducting live classes by teachers on online platforms. In addition, teachers’ and local education
officials’ continuous communication with students and parents, home visits and distribution of worksheets or
assignments to ensure remote learning activities. The Survey on Children’s Education has assessed
children’s learning status during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Table LN.5.1 presents percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children
according to their participation in online learning during school closure by level of education. The table also
presents percentages of children by level of education according to the presence of devices in the household
to assist children with distant learning and the pattern or frequency of use of those devices for online learning
and online study time (in minute) per day.

Table LN.5.2 presents percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children by
scope of using devices for online learning at home during the school closure for COVID-19.

Table LN.5.3 presents school age children’s mean learning time (in minute) in a day before and during the
school closure for pandemic, by primary, lower secondary and upper secondary levels and overall.

Table LN.5.4 provides school age children’s mean study time (in minute) in a day at home before and during
the school closure and after reopening of school. It also presents percentages of school age children who
studied at home before and during the school closure and after reopening of school. Similarly, Tables LN.5.5
and LN.5.6 provide information on school age children’s mean study time (in minute) in a day at school and
coaching centres respectively before and during the school closure and after reopening of school. It is to be
noted that online study time is considered as school education.

Table LN.5.1 shows that, regardless of education level, 18.7 percent of children attended online learning
during the school closure; this level though not significantly different among boys and girls, it varied
significantly between areas of residence (28.7 percent for urban and 15.9 percent for rural children) and
division between 5.7 percent (Mymensingh) and 23.4 percent (Khulna). The participation in online learning
increased with the age of the child at the beginning of school year, level of mother’s education and household
wealth index , thereby showing a positive association between these set of variables. Participation rate was
lower at primary level (13.1 percent) compared to secondary level (20.3 percent at lower secondary and 23.7
percent at upper secondary levels).

Irrespective of education level, 36.9 percent of children reported the presence of any device in the household
to assist them with online learning. Girls (39.0 percent) were a little more likely than boys (34.8 percent) to
have presence of these devices. The presence of devices is seen to be much more for urban children (50.6

3% Online Education during COVID-19 in Bangladesh: University Teachers’ Perspective. Mimma Tabassum, Seefat E Mannan, Md

Iftakhar Parvej and Firoz Ahmed. Source: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/348418346 Online_Education_during_ COVID-
19 in_Bangladesh University Teachers' Perspective
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percent) as compared to rural children (32.9 percent). It varied widely across divisions ranging from 12
percent (Mymensingh) to 49.7 percent (Dhaka). The presence of devices seem to have a positive correlation
with mother’s educational level and household wealth level, showing an increase in proportions with an
increase in levels of these two parameters. By level of education, the presence rate was almost similar
(between 36.1 t038.2 percent (Table LN.5.1).

Overall, 30.3 percent of children had scope of using devices at home regularly for online learning and 10.5
percent had scope of using ‘occasionally’ and a few ‘rarely’ (4.6 percent) or did not have such a scope (4.3
percent), while 50.3 percent had no devices (Table LN.5.2). A very similar picture is evident for boys and girls,
but a far different picture existed in urban and rural areas (45.9 percent of urban children and 25.4 percent of
rural children had scope of regular use) and across divisions (8.9 percent of children in Barishal and 47.6
percent of children in Dhaka had the scope of regular use). Also, a positive association exists between the
scope of regular use of devices and child age, mother’s education level and household wealth index quintile,
where the scope increased when child age, mother’s education and wealth quintiles moved from lower to
higher levels.

Of the school age children, regardless of education level, 57.7 percent always, 22.1 percent, occasionally and
10.3 percent used devices very little for online learning during the school closure (Table LN.5.1). The
remaining 9.9 percent of children did not use such devices at all. The urban children were more likely than
rural to have always used devices (67.2 percent vs. 53.4 percent), though there no gender differrentials.
Divisions show a wide variation in ‘always’ using devices, ranging from 28.1 percent in Sylhet to 70.3 percent
of children in Dhaka. Also, a moderate to wide variation exist across mother's education and household
wealth quintiles with respect to using devices always. All-time use of devices appears to be very similar
across primary, lower and upper secondary levels.

Regardless of education level, the school age children studied online for 177.1 minutes per day during the
school closure; slightly higher in urban (187.2 minutes/day) than in rural area (171.9 minutes/day). The online
study time varies considerably between divisions, ranging from 143.5 (Rajshahi) to 201.5 minutes per day
(Chattogram). The online study time per day appears to have a positive association with child’s age at the
beginning of school year, mother’s education and household wealth index quintile, where it increased with an
increase in level for each of these background characteristics. The online study time at primary level was
158.9 minutes per day as compared to 176.6 at lower secondary and 188.1 minutes per day at upper
secondary level (Table LN.5.1).

Table LN.5.3 shows that, regardless of education level, children’s overall study time at home before and after
school closure were 127.1 minutes per day and much lower at 83.4 minutes per day, respectively. Similarly,
they studied 190.0 minutes per day at school, before and 13.3 minutes per day at school after the school
closure (for online learning). Study time at coaching centre were 46.1 minutes per day before and 26.8
minutes per day after the school closure, while overall study time were 363.3 minutes per day and only 123.6
minutes per day, before and after school closure, respectively. The mean study time, irrespective of education
level and place of study before or after school closure vary very marginally across sex of child and area of
residence, and varies considerably across divisions with children in Khulna reporting the highest mean study
time (379.0 minutes/day) as against those in Rajshahi with the lowest mean study time (336.4 minutes/day)
before the school closure, while children in Chattogram had the highest (147.1 minutes/day) and
Mymensingh had the lowest mean study time (101.1 minutes/day) after the school closure. Mean study time
seem to be positively associated with mother’s education and household wealth status. Children’s mean study
time significantly dropped after the school closure when compared with that before the school closure at
primary, lower secondary and upper secondary levels. For each of the levels of education, children in urban
area had a longer study time after the school closure, compared to children in rural area. Children in
Chattogram had the longest mean study time per day after the school closure at primary, lower-secondary
and upper-secondary levels compared to children in other divisions
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Table LN.5.4 reveals that 95.5 percent of children studied at home before the school closure, 80.8 percent
during the school closure and 90.8 percent after reopening of school. No significant sex and area differentials
regarding studying at home for different school opening status exist. However, differentials are evident by
division especially during the school closure ranging from 70.8 percent (Rajshahi) to 89 percent (Barishal).
Percentages of children who studied at home during the school closure and after reopening of school were
the lowest among children age 20-24 years (68.4 and 73.7 percent, respectively) and the highest among
children age 10-14 (83.6 percent) during the school closure and for children age 5-9 years (94.9 percent) after
reopening of school. In contrast to the situation before the school closure, children, whose mothers have
higher education, were a little more likely than other children to study at home during the school closure (87.2
percent) and after reopening of school (94.3 percent).

Table LN.5.4 further reveals that children’s mean study time per day at home before and during the school
closure and after reopening of school was 117.5 minutes (1 hour, 57.5 minutes), 85.8 minutes (1 hour, 15.8
minutes) and 111.3 minutes (1 hour, 51.3 minutes), respectively, clearly showing a drop-in study time by
about 30 minutes per day during school closure days when compared with days when schools were open.
Division level estimates suggest that a moderate gap exists between them with regard to the study time at
home during the three status of school opening. While the lowest study time of 101.9 minutes per day was
reported in Rajshahi and the highest study time at homeof 139.4 minutes (2 hours, 19.4 minutes) per day was
reported in Khulha before the school closure, during the school closure Rajshahi again shows the lowest
study time per day at home (71.1 minutes) as against Chottogram reporting the highest ((90.4 minutes per
day). After schools reopening, Barishal reported the highest (128.8 minutes) and Rajshahi reported the
lowest (92.8 minutes) per day study time at home. In all three periods, the study time per day increased
consistently with the age of the child as well with the increase in mother’s education and household wealth
status, irrespective of the status of the school opening.

As Table LN.5.5 indicates the study time at school among the school going children. It shows that a great
majority of children studied at school, both before the school closure (94.1 percent) and after reopening of
school (85.7 percent). A a small proportion studied at school during the school closure (7.9 percent), when
they went to school to do online classes. While almost no sex and area differentials exist in this regard,
notable differentials were found across divisions after reopening of school. Khulna had the highest percentage
of children (17.9 percent) and Sylhet has the lowest percentage of children (2.8 percent) who studied at
school during the school closure. Barishal (93.3 percent) had the highest proportion of children and Khulna
(79.4 percent), the lowest proportion of children who studied at school after their reopening. Children of
mothers with higher education were more likely than other children to study at school after reopening of
school (93.6 percent). No clear association is seen between proportion of children studying at school and
household wealth status both before closuer and after reopening of school.

Table LN.5.5 also shows that children’s study time per day at school before and during the school closure and
after reopening of school were 186.2 minutes, 80.3 minutes and 86.1 minutes, respectively, thereby showing
a considerable drop in study time per day at school before closure and after their reopening. Though study
time at school by sex of child and area of residence are very similar to the overall study time, except that the
urban children had a higher study time than rural children during the school closure where children devoted
time on online learning.. Division level variations suggest that a moderate difference exists among divisions
with regard to the study time. For example, before the school closure, in Barishal chidren spent the lowest
time per day (161.5 minutes) and at Rangpur, the highest study time (197.3 minutes). ; In all three periods of
school before closure and after reopening, the study time per day varied with age of the child, by mother’s
education or with the wealth status but did not show any definitive pattern of variations with these household
characteristics.

Table LN.5.6 provides the percentage of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children
by their study at coaching centre and mean study time (in minute) there before and during the school closure
and after reopening of school. About a half (48.7 percent) of the children before the school closure, 27.5
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percent during the school closure and 39.2 percent after reopening of school, studied at coaching centres.
The percentage of children who studied at coaching centres was very close between boys and girls and
children in urban and rural areas. However, percentage of children who studied at coaching centers varied
considerably across divisions, ranging from 39.3 percent (Sylhet) to 53.5 percent (Dhaka) before the school
closure, 22 percent to 36.9 percent in Rangpur and Khulna, respectively, during the school closure and 28.4
percent (Mymensingh) and 48.8 percent (Khulna), after reopening of schools. Children whose mothers had
secondary education were more likely than others to have studied at coaching centres before and during the
school closure and after reopening of school (54.7, 37.3 and 49.7 percent, respectively). The corresponding
percentages for children whose mothers had no education or only preschool were considerably low (39.9,
19.9 and 31.6 percent, respectively). Again, studying at coaching centres was found to be positively
associated with household wealth status.

Mean study time of the children at coaching centres before and during the school closure and after reopening
of school were 73.4, 68.2 and 69.5 minutes per day, respectively. Children’s mean study time at coaching
centres was very close between boys and girls and children in urban and rural areas, though it varied
considerably across division, child age, and to some extent across mother’s education and household wealth
status. For example, Dhaka division had the highest (78.4 minutes/day) and Barishal division, the lowest (66.9
minutes/day), study time before the school closure; corresponding highest and lowest for the study time in
coaching centre during school closure was in Chottogram (74.3 minutes per day) and Khulna and Sylhet (64.3
minutes per day . Mymensingh ((78.2 minutes per day) recorded the highest and Sylhet (62.9 minutes per
day) recorded the lowest study time at coaching centre after reopening of school. (Table LN.5.6).
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online learning during school closure and average stud

Table LN.5.1: Online education during school closure due to COVID-19
Percentage of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children who participated in
time by education level, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary
Attendan|Presenc| No. of | How frequent students used devices| Studying online | Attend [Presen|Numb|  How frequent students used Studying online
ce |eofany|primar| to participate in online learning anceto| ce |erof | devices to participate in online
to online | device | vy online | of any | lower learning
learning/| in  [school|AlwayOccasion| Very | No, [Number|Avera| No.of |leamin|device |secon|Alwa Occasion| Very | No, |Number|Avera| No. of
online |househ | going | s ally | little |notat| of ge | primary g in | dary | ys | ally |little |not| of ge | lower
during | oldto |childre all |primary |online | school | /online [househ|schoo at |primary |onlinesecondary|
school | assist | n school (learnin| children | during | old to | all | school |learni| school
closure | with | (who children |g time | studied in | school | assist | childr children| ng | children
online | got who had| (in | school |[closure| with | en who | time |studied in
learning | enroll scope of|minute| during online | (who had | (in | school
edin using | ) per | school learnin | got scope |minut| during
2020 devices| day | closure g |enroll of using |e) per| school
or to through edin devices | day | closure
2021) participat| online 2020 to through
ein or particip online
online 2021) atein
learning online
learning
Total 13.1 | 36.1 |3371(56.0| 20.1 |11.1{12.7| 1217 |158.9| 441 20.3 | 38.2 |2109(57.2| 23.8 | 8.5 12' 806 126' 428
Sex
Male 180.
109 | 335 |1693(59.2| 18.6 |10.7|11.5| 567 [156.1| 184 19.0 | 35.0 [1091|57.3| 25.0 | 8.4 [9.3| 382 9 207
Female | 153 | 387 [1678|532| 215 |116/137| 650 |160.9| 257 | 217 | 416 |1018|57.2] 227 |86 1;' 424 1762‘ 221
Area
Urban 184.
205 | 494 | 790 |65.2| 16.2 | 9.09.6| 390 [161.7| 162 33.9 | 54.1 | 466 (68.9| 199 | 57 |54| 252 6 158
Rural 10.8 | 320 |2581(51.7| 220 |122|142| 826 |157.3| 279 | 164 | 337 |1643|51.9| 255 | 9.8 1§' 554 1791' 270
Division
Barishal | 94 | 1656 | 204 [38.9| 450 [146] 14| 34 |1754] 19 | 119 | 156 | 138 |43.1| 426 [144/00| 2 220' 16
ﬁhattc’gra 155 | 37.1 | 760 [52.6| 220 |11.5/14.0 282 |1883| 117 | 222 | 41.2 | 438 |51.6] 204 | 7.2 1;' 180 2%2' 97
Dhaka 179 | 525 | 769 |64.8| 185 |8.1|8.6 | 403 [152.3] 138 25.0 | 50.4 | 469 |754| 171 | 3.3 |4.3| 236 1%0' 117
Khulna 171.
17.0 | 33.6 | 380 |51.5| 25.6 |12.1|10.7| 128 [142.5| 64 264 | 384 | 235 |63.4| 196 | 82|88 90 9 62
g/'hymens'” 18 | 80 | 263|540 134 [189137| 21 [1834] 5 | 68 | 10.1 | 164 |424| 446 |13.0]00| 17 2232' 11
Rejshahi 13.0 | 471 | 376 |69.4| 169 |64 |7.3| 177 [146.9] 49 23.9 | 52.7 | 245 |63.2| 195 | 7.719.7| 129 1%9' 58
RaGPUr | 55 | 210 | 361 |472| 197 [17.1)160| 76 |1452] 20 | 172 229 | 243 |317] 369 |158 165' 56 123‘ 42
Sylhet 112 | 371 | 259 |239| 13.3 |23.0{39.8] 96 ([121.6] 29 134 | 43.0 | 177 |22.9| 242 |21.7 321' 76 1?;2' 24
Age at beginning of school year
6-7 9.7 32.8 [1294|57.3| 189 | 9.8 |14.0| 424 [{1394| 126 na na 0 |na| na |[najna| O Na 0
8-10 15.2 | 38.2 |2077(55.3| 20.8 |11.9|12.0] 792 [166.7| 315 na na 0 |na| na [najna| O Na 0
113 na na 0 |na| na |[na|na 0 na 0 20.3 | 38.2 |{2109(57.2| 238 | 8.5 12' 806 126' 428
14-15 na na 0 [na| na |na|na 0 na 0 na na 0 |na| na [najna| O Na 0
16-17 na na 0 |na| na |naflna| O na 0 na | na| 0 [na| na |na|na| 0 | Na 0

Disability status (age 5-17 years)
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Table LN.5.1: Online education during school closure due to COVID-19
Percentage of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children who participated in
online learning during school closure and average stud

time by education level, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary
Attendan|Presenc| No. of | How frequent students used devices| Studying online | Attend [Presen|Numb|  How frequent students used Studying online
ce |eofany|primar| to participate in online learning anceto| ce | erof | devices to participate in online
to online | device | vy online | of any | lower learning
learning/| in  [school|AlwayOccasion| Very | No, [Number|Avera| No.of |leamin|device |secon|Alwa Occasion| Very | No, |Number|Avera| No. of
online |househ | going | s ally | little |notat| of ge | primary g in | dary | ys | ally |little |not| of ge | lower
during | oldto |childre all |primary |online | school | /online [househ|schoo at |primary |onlinesecondary|
school | assist | n school (learnin| children | during | old to | all | school |learni| school
closure | with | (who children |g time | studied in | school | assist | childr children| ng | children
online | got who had| (in | school |[closure| with | en who | time |studied in
learning | enroll scope of|minute| during online | (who had | (in | school
edin using | ) per | school learnin | got scope |minut| during
2020 devices| day | closure g |enroll of using |e) per| school
or to through edin devices | day | closure
2021) participat| online 2020 to through
ein or particip online
online 2021) atein
learning online
learning
Has 11 259
functional | 13.5 | 32.0 | 160 (59.0| 19.2 |11.2{10.6| 51 |167.9| 21 21.7 |1 294 | 78 |73.8| 93 |53 5' 23 5' 17
difficulty
Has no 10 173
functional | 13.1 | 36.3 [3211(559| 20.2 {11.1{12.8| 1166 |158.4| 419 20.2 | 38.5|2031(56.8| 24.2 | 8.6 4' 783 2' 411
difficulty
Mother’s education [A]
None/ECE | 54 | 16.9 | 555 |525| 199 |62 |214| 94 [9a1| 13 | 72 | 234 | 503 [460] 230 |123 1?' 118 1‘:)2‘ 36
Pimary | g1 | 275 | 843 |410| 234 [142|214| 232 |1246| 68 | 154 | 314 | 566 |514] 26.1 |86 13' 176 1376‘ 87
Secondary 188.
159 | 442 |1711(59.3| 19.0 |11.3|10.5| 757 |170.6| 271 282 | 48.7 | 891 (60.9| 24.0 | 7.8 |7.2| 434 1 251
Higher | 510 | 604 | 150 |728| 183 | 58|32 104 [1541] 77 | 709|890 | 60 |70.1| 165 |68 |67| 54 2%9' 43
Sex of household head
Male 175.
125 | 349 |3016(56.2| 20.0 |11.0{12.8] 1052 [154.0| 378 20.1 | 37.7 |1905(55.9| 24.7 | 8.7 |[10.7| 718 4 383
Female | 177 | 464 | 355 |550| 209 [123(11.8| 165 |1884] 63 | 218|430 | 204 |680| 165 |73 82| 88 ”17' 4
Ethnicity
Bengall | 135 | 37.0 |3234|559| 204 [112)128] 1195 [1505| 437 | 207 | 394 |2023|57.5| 235 |87 103 701 1;7' 420
Others 2.7 15.4 | 137 |63.5| 230 |68 |6.8| 21 |87.7 4 94 | 17.7 | 86 |43.7| 375 | 0.0 [18.9 15 1:31' 8
Wealth index quintile
Poorest | o5 | 79 | 701 |523| 142 [195|140| 62 [1345] 19 | 50 | 89 | 437 |489| 180 |146/184 39 1581‘ 22
Second 5.6 215 | 724 146.0| 20.1 |18.1({15.7| 156 [123.7| 41 10.8 | 22.3 | 462 |42.8| 28.0 [15.7[13.5] 103 1‘;2' 50
Middle 124 | 39.8 | 663 |49.6| 24.2 | 9.2 |17.0] 264 [149.2| 82 16.8 | 37.7 | 452 |55.7| 23.0 | 9.4 (11.9] 170 15;4' 76
Fourth 16.7 | 52.7 | 623 |47.7| 25.7 |11.1|15.5] 329 [174.9] 104 241 | 53.5 | 419 |52.6| 28.3 | 6.2 |[12.8] 224 1;4' 101
Richest | a43 | 713 | 569 |714] 139 |85 |62 | 405 |164.1) 195 | 528 | 796 | 339 |68.8| 197 |62 [5.3| 269 1%9' 179
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Table LN.5.1: Continued

Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower Secondary and Upper Secondary)
Attenda | Presen | Numbe | How frequent students used devices | Studying online | Attenda | Presen | No. of|How frequent students used devices| Studying online
nceto | ce of r to participate in online learning nceto | ceof |schoo| to participate in online learning
online | any | of [AjwaOccasion|Very| No, [Number|Avera| No.of | online | any | | [awayOccasion|Very| No, [ Number|Avera| No. of
learning | device | upper | ys | ally |litle| not | of | ge | upper |leaming| device going| s | ally |litle| not| of | ge | school
during | in |second atall| primary | online | second | during | in | childr atall| primary |online| going
school | househ | ary school | leami| ary | School |househ| en school | learni| children
closure | oldto | school children| ng | school | Closure | oldto | (who children| ng |studied in
assist | going who had| time |[children assist | got who had| time | school
with | childre scope of| (in | studied with | enroll scope of| (in | during
online | n (who using | minut| in online | edin using | minut| school
learning| - got devices | ) per| school learning| 2020 devices | e) per| closure
enrolle to | day | during or to | day | by
din participa school 2021) participa participati
2020 or tein closure tein ngin
2021) online through online online
learning online learning study
Total 23.7 | 36.8 | 3193 |59.7| 229 |10.8/6.7| 1176 |188.1| 756 | 18.7 | 36.9 (8673|57.7| 22.1 |10.3/9.9| 3198 |177.1] 1625
Sex
Male 228 | 36.1 | 1614|620, 232 |93|55| 583 |190.5| 368 | 17.3 | 34.8 |4398/59.8| 219 |9.6|8.7| 1532 [179.6/ 759
Female 246 | 37.6 | 1579 |57.4| 226 |122|7.8| 593 |185.8| 388 | 20.2 | 39.0 |4275/55.7| 22.2 |11.0{11.1| 1667 |[175.0/ 866
Area
Urban 345 | 49.7 | 694 |68.1 172 |10.2|/45| 345 |206.1| 239 | 28.7 | 50.6 |1950(67.2| 175 |86 |6.7| 987 |187.2] 559
Rural 20.7 | 33.3 | 2499 |56.1| 25.3 |11.0{7.6| 831 |179.7| 517 | 15.9 | 329 6723|53.4| 241 |11.2/11.3] 2211 |{171.9] 1066
Division
Barishal | 17.3 | 196 | 186 |24.6| 472 |282/00| 36 |201.2| 32 129 | 174 | 528 (34.2| 453 |19.9 5 92 |193.7 68
ihatt"gra 283 | 39.0 | 688 |55.1| 300 |97 |52 268 (2088 195 | 217 | 38.7 |1886/533| 267 |9.8 102 730 2015 409
Dhaka 274 | 463 | 726 |739| 160 |7.8|24| 336 |189.6| 199 | 23.1 | 49.7 |1963|70.5| 173 | 6.8 |54 | 976 [175.8| 454
Khulna 284 | 39.3 | 346 |62.1| 205 |11.3/6.1| 136 |183.4| 98 | 234 | 36.8 | 961 |58.6| 22.1 |10.8/8.5| 354 |168.5] 225
r’\:lgyr:nenSI 9.2 17.7 | 238 |57.7| 309 |51|63| 42 (1720 22 57 | 12.0 | 666 |53.5| 29.2 |104| 70| 80 |[188.2] 38
Rajshahi | 266 | 452 | 393 |67.6| 152 |7.9/92| 178 [149.9| 105 | 20.9 | 47.8 |1013|67.1| 17.0 |7.3|8.6| 484 |143.5 212
Rangpur | 18.1 | 26.1 | 340 |384| 30.1 |18.6/129| 89 [190.6| 62 13.0 | 23.3 | 944 (39.7| 28.2 |17.4|14.7| 220 |180.9] 123
Sylhet 158 | 329 | 276 |37.0] 259 |18.0/19.1] 91 |185.6| 44 135 | 36.9 | 711 |28.1| 20.8 |20.9/30.2] 263 |153.2] 96
Age at beginning of school year
6-7 na na 0 na na na | na 0 na 0 9.7 | 32.8 |{1294|57.3| 18.9 |9.8|14.0| 424 |139.4| 126
8-10 na na 0 |na| na |naj/na| O na | 0 | 152 | 38.2 |2077/55.3| 20.8 [11.9/12.0| 792 [166.7| 315
11-13 na na 0 |na| na |naj/na| 0 na | 0 | 203 | 382 |2109/57.2| 23.8 |85|10.5 806 |176.6] 428
14-15 232 | 376 | 1601 |56.5| 241 |12.2|7.3| 602 [181.0| 372 | 23.2 | 37.6 [1601|56.5| 241 |122/7.3| 602 |181.0] 372
16-17 241 | 36.1 | 1592 |63.0| 216 [93|6.0| 574 [1949| 384 | 241 | 36.1 [1592|63.0/ 216 |9.3/6.0| 574 |194.9] 384
Disability status: (children age 5-17 years have)
IF ;?f‘f;'u"l?y"‘ 230 | 288 | 85 |812| 89 |78/22 24 |2114| 19 | 17.9 | 305 | 322|679 143 |90 87 98 |2092 58
No
functional | 23.7 | 37.1 | 3108 [59.2| 232 |10.8/6.8| 1152 |187.5| 737 | 18.8 | 37.1 |8351|57.3| 22.3 |10.4(/10.0| 3100 |{176.0| 1567
difficulty
Mother’s education [A]
None/EC
E 118 | 251 | 625 |486| 26.8 |13.3|11.3] 157 |1453| 74 7.3 | 21.9 |1683/48.8| 23.8 |11.2|16.2| 368 [138.8| 123
Primary 20.2 | 333 | 624 |55.2| 246 |11.9/83| 208 |168.1| 126 | 13.8 | 30.3 12033|48.7| 246 |11.8/14.9| 615 [147.8] 281
jecondar 36.8 | 545 | 843 |62.7| 210 [10.2/6.0| 459 (1952 310 | 24.2 | 479 |3444/60.7) 209 |10.1/ 84 | 1650 |[185.1] 833
Higher | 719 | 835 | 45 |853| 9.6 |52/00| 38 |284.7| 33 | 594 | 76,5 | 256 |74.5| 161 |59|35| 196 |197.7| 152

Sex of household head
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Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower Secondary and Upper Secondary)
Attenda | Presen | Numbe | How frequent students used devices | Studying online | Attenda | Presen | No. of{How frequent students used devices| Studying online
nceto | ceof r to participate in online leaming nceto | ceof |schoo| to participate in online learning
online | any | of [AjwaOccasion|Very| No, [Number|Avera| No.of | online | any | | [awayOccasion|Very| No, [ Number|Avera| No. of
learning | device | upper | ys | ally |litle| not | of | ge | upper |leaming| device going| s | ally |litle| not| of | ge | school
during | in |second atall| primary | online | second | during | in | childr atall| primary |online| going
school | househ | ary school | leami| ary | School |househ| en school | learni| children
closure | oldto | school children| ng | school | Closure | oldto | (who children| ng |studied in
assist | going who had| time |children assist | got who had| time | school
with | childre scope of| (in | studied with | enroll scope of| (in | during
online | n (who using | minut| in online | edin using | minut| school
learning| - got devices | ) per| school learning| 2020 devices | e) per| closure
enrolle to | day | during or to | day | by
din participa school 2021) participa participati
2020 or tein closure tein ngin
2021) online through online online
learning online learning study
Male 235 | 36.5 | 2841 |59.0) 23.1 |10.9|7.1| 1037 |187.8| 668 | 18.4 | 36.2 7762|57.2| 22.3 |10.3|10.2| 2807 |175.5] 1430
Female 249 | 395 | 352 |645 217 |10.3|3.5| 139 (190.2| 88 214 | 430 | 911 161.3) 20.2 [10.5/8.0| 392 |188.9] 195
Ethnicity
Bengali 23.8 | 375 | 3060 |59.8| 22.7 |10.8/6.7| 1149 (190.1| 728 | 19.0 | 37.7 8317|57.7| 21.9 [10.4/9.9 | 3135 |178.4| 1584
Others 215 | 205 | 133 |523| 329 |86|6.3| 27 |1371| 28 113 | 17.9 | 355 (539| 30.7 |59 (94| 64 |1274| 40
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 73 | 108 | 556 [52.4| 245 |11.7]11.5| 60 |158.9] 41 4.6 9.0 [1784/51.5| 19.0 [154{14.1) 161 |1514| 81
Second 10.1 | 188 | 642 |39.9| 29.6 [19.2|111.3| 121 [157.9| 65 85 | 20.7 |1828|43.2| 253 |17.8/13.7) 379 |144.1| 156
Middle 219 | 327 | 673 |57.8| 243 [105/74 | 220 [170.7| 147 | 171 | 36.6 [1789|53.9] 24.0 |9.7 |[124| 654 |160.9| 305
Fourth 266 | 494 | 707 |554| 264 |11.6/6.6| 349 [1856| 188 | 225 | 51.6 [1750|51.9] 26.6 |10.1{11.4| 903 [180.0| 3%
Richest 511 | 69.3 | 615 |70.7| 172 |7.7|44| 426 |207.7| 315 | 452 | 723 |1523|70.5| 16.6 |7.7 (53| 1101 {1932 689

Table LN.5.2: Scope of using devices for online learning
Percentage of children by scope of using devices for online learning during school closure (for
COVID-19), Bangladesh, 2021
Percentage of children by scope of using devices for online learning Number
Regularly Occasionally Rarely Notatall o scope of using  Of children
devices

Total 30.3 10.5 46 4.3 50.3 8166
Sex
Male 32.0 10.4 43 3.7 49.6 4025
Female 28.6 10.5 5.0 5.0 50.9 4140
Area
Urban 45.9 10.1 5.0 35 35.5 1941
Rural 254 10.6 45 46 54.9 6225
Division
Barishal 8.9 11.0 4.1 0.1 75.9 519
Chattogram 30.1 13.9 47 5.3 46.0 1684
Dhaka 47.6 9.9 4.0 28 357 1887
Khulna 31.5 11.8 46 35 48.6 912
Mymensingh 126 5.6 1.7 1.0 79.2 546
Rajshahi 42.3 9.2 39 5.1 39.5 1002
Rangpur 14.0 78 49 36 69.7 1005
Sylhet 16.6 11.0 10.2 14.3 478 611
Child’s age group
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Table LN.5.2: Scope of using devices for online learning

Percentage of children by scope of using devices for online learning during school closure (for

COVID-19), Bangladesh, 2021

Percentage of children by scope of using devices for online learning Number
Regularly Occasionally Rarely Notatall Noscope ofusing ~ ©f children
devices
Upto9 232 8.3 44 53 58.8 1760
10-14 249 9.9 44 4.8 56.0 3097
15-19 344 12.8 55 35 43.8 2498
20-24 53.7 10.0 34 29 29.9
Sex of household head
Male 295 10.2 45 44 51.3 7336
Female 36.7 124 55 37 41.6 829
Ethnicity
Bengali 30.9 10.5 48 43 494 7855
Others 13.1 9.1 1.3 4.2 724 311
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 6.6 3.2 1.9 23 86.0 1342
Second 13.2 7.0 5.1 39 70.8 1527
Middle 26.5 10.5 44 49 53.7 1731
Fourth 35.2 16.3 5.6 6.7 36.3 1778
Richest 61.3 13.0 5.7 34 16.6 1787

For Grade-I and above as no online education offered for pre-primary students
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Table LN.5.3: Mean study time per day before and during school closure of primary, lower-secondary and upper-secondary school age children
Primary, lower-secondary and upper-secondary school age children’s average learning time (in minute) per day before and during the closure of school,
per level of education, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary
Mean study time (in minute) per day | Mean study time (in minute) per day during | Number of primary | Mean study time (in minute) per day | Mean study time (in minute) per day Number of lower
before school closure school closure school age children before school closure during school closure secondary school children
Home | School | Coaching| Total | Home | School (i.e., |Coachin| Total Home | School |Coachin| Total |Home| School |Coachi| Total
online learning) g g (.., online | ng
learning)
Total | 956 | 157.6 341 287.3 | 66.3 10.7 248 | 101.8 2714 140.3 | 2239 | 529 | 4171 | 894 15.2 282 | 1328 1258
Sex
Male 925 | 155.6 33.8 2818 | 654 10.2 248 | 1004 1292 136.5 | 2223 | 569 | 4158 | 87.8 16.3 302 | 1344 556
Female| 985 | 159.5 344 2924 | 671 11.1 249 | 1031 1422 143.3 | 2251 497 | 4181 | 90.7 14.3 265 | 1315 702
Area
Urban | 1015 | 161.3 38.2 301.0 | 704 18.3 278 | 1164 632 1458 | 2193 | 581 | 4232 | 98.0 26.9 26.7 | 151.6 287
Rural | 938 | 156.5 329 2832 | 65.0 8.4 23.9 97.3 2082 138.7 | 2252 | 514 | 4152 | 86.9 11.8 286 | 127.2 971
Division
Barisha 110.1 | 135.4 29.2 2748 | 69.6 54 20.6 95.5 174 161.3 | 193.6 | 46.3 | 401.2 | 100.7 6.4 240 | 131.2 90
g;?ttog 102.3 | 177.8 34.9 3150 | 76.8 174 295 | 123.7 611 146.9 | 2331 47.0 | 427.0 | 103.8 211 326 | 1575 253
Dhaka | 959 | 159.8 39.8 2955 | 706 15.3 25.0 | 1109 616 141.7 | 2231 60.5 | 4253 | 86.6 21.6 26.3 | 134.6 277
Khulna| 1156 | 145.3 42.2 303.1 | 713 9.4 293 | 1101 287 149.7 | 208.7 | 594 | 417.9 | 90.1 14.1 348 | 139.0 151
:\r/]léhmen 82.7 | 149.0 241 2558 | 53.6 5.0 19.0 77.6 178 119.7 | 226.0 | 46.7 | 3924 | 845 12.2 221 | 118.8 78
Rajshaf
: 76.6 | 150.7 36.5 263.7 | 47.8 8.6 29.9 86.4 318 1164 | 2215 | 539 | 3919 | 734 13.6 31.3 | 1183 151
Rangpu
) 82.7 | 159.3 25.9 2679 | 58.1 26 16.2 76.8 321 137.8 | 2369 | 57.0 | 431.7 | 846 9.7 2713 | 121.6 164
Sylhet | 957 | 143.1 25.0 2639 | 64.7 3.7 18.4 86.8 209 1429 | 2338 | 383 | 415.0 | 848 5.3 16.5 | 106.5 93
Age at beginning of school year
6-7 827 | 1314 27.3 2415 | 60.3 94 235 93.2 910 na na na na na na na na 0
810 | 1021 | 1709 | 375 | 3105 | 693 1.3 255 | 106.1 1804 na na na na na na na na 0
11-13 na na na na na na na na 0 1403 | 2239 | 529 | 417.1 | 89.4 15.2 282 | 1328 1258
14-15 na na na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na na na 0
16-17 na na na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na na na 0
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Table LN.5.3: Mean study time per day before and during school closure of primary, lower-secondary and upper-secondary school age children
Primary, lower-secondary and upper-secondary school age children’s average learning time (in minute) per day before and during the closure of school,
per level of education, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary
Mean study time (in minute) per day | Mean study time (in minute) per day during | Number of primary | Mean study time (in minute) per day | Mean study time (in minute) per day Number of lower
before school closure school closure school age children before school closure during school closure secondary school children
Home | School | Coaching| Total | Home | School (i.e., |Coachin| Total Home | School |Coachin| Total |Home| School |Coachi| Total
online learning) g g (.., online | ng
learning)
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
Has
function
al 96.0 | 159.1 416 296.7 | 66.5 12.5 314 | 1104 104 1740 | 2163 | 746 | 464.8 | 114.0 37.6 57.8 | 209.4 34
difficulty
Has no
functio
nal 956 | 157.6 33.8 2870 | 66.3 10.6 246 | 1014 2610 1394 | 2241 52.3 | 415.7 | 88.7 14.6 27.3 | 1306 1224
difficult
y
Mother's education [A]
None/E
CE 73.3 | 160.5 20.8 2546 | 498 8.1 13.5 714 397 1175 | 2185 | 429 | 3789 | 740 8.3 18.2 | 1006 223
Primaryl 89.6 | 149.0 294 268.0 | 586 5.9 20.4 84.9 690 128.7 | 2250 | 459 | 399.6 | 79.8 9.6 228 | 1123 316
:r‘;c"”d 1016 | 160.3 | 401 | 3021 | 723 135 305 | 1163 1413 1498 | 2251 | 587 | 4336 | 964 | 179 | 339 | 147.9 632
Higher | 132.4 | 167.6 35.2 335.1 | 974 17.9 245 | 1398 130 1842 | 2235 | 694 | 477.0 | 1235 42.9 37.7 | 2042 53
Sex of household head
Male 951 | 158.0 33.6 286.7 | 65.2 10.1 241 99.3 2439 140.3 | 2243 | 534 | 418.0 | 89.2 14.8 217 | 1317 1142
Female| 99.9 | 1546 38.1 2927 | 76.1 16.1 313 | 1235 275 1404 | 2198 | 474 | 407.7 | 917 19.7 322 | 1435 116
Ethnicity
Bengali 970 | 1576 33.9 2885 | 67.2 11.0 25.1 103.3 2604 1419 | 2239 | 541 | 4198 | 895 15.7 289 | 1341 1204
Others | 63.7 | 158.6 38.6 260.9 | 444 33 18.8 66.4 110 1045 | 2232 | 268 | 3545 | 86.3 4.2 121 | 1025 54
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 776 | 1524 222 2523 | 528 5.9 14.6 73.3 592 121.8 | 2243 | 39.8 | 386.0 | 83.0 8.2 195 | 1107 178
Second 86.5 | 152.1 29.6 2682 | 61.2 6.3 21.7 89.2 574 1276 | 2181 46.4 | 392.0 | 86.7 7.1 27.3 | 12141 240
Middle | 950 | 1604 384 2938 | 65.1 10.3 26.6 | 102.0 553 1320 | 2268 | 49.0 | 407.7 | 79.8 13.9 253 | 119.0 289
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Table LN.5.3: Mean study time per day before and during school closure of primary, lower-secondary and upper-secondary school age children
Primary, lower-secondary and upper-secondary school age children’s average learning time (in minute) per day before and during the closure of school,
per level of education, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary
Mean study time (in minute) per day | Mean study time (in minute) per day during | Number of primary | Mean study time (in minute) per day | Mean study time (in minute) per day Number of lower
before school closure school closure school age children before school closure during school closure secondary school children
Home | School | Coaching| Total | Home | School (i.e., |Coachin| Total Home | School |Coachin| Total |Home| School |Coachi| Total
online learning) g g (.., online | ng
learning)
Fourth | 105.3 | 161.5 38.1 3049 | 743 13.9 293 | 1176 515 1525 | 2305 | 58.7 | 4417 | 920 14.3 28.3 | 1346 217
Richest| 118.9 | 163.3 44.8 3271 | 817 18.8 343 | 1348 480 1599 | 2189 | 653 | 4441 1034 29.1 374 | 169.9 275
Table LN.5.3: Continued
Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower/Upper Secondary)
Mean study time (in minute) per Mean study time (in minute) per day | Number of Mean study time (in minute) per day | Number
day before school closure during school closure upper Mean study time (in minute) per day before school closure during school closure of
Home | School | Coaching | Total | Home | School | Coaching | Total | secondary | Home School Coaching | Total | Home | School | Coaching | Total | children
(i.e., school (i-e., going to
online children online school
learning) learning)
Total 170.0 | 218.2 61.0 4493 | 1076 | 16.3 29.2 153.0 1611 1271 190.0 46.1 363.3 | 834 13.3 26.8 123.6 | 5583
Sex
Male 161.4 | 219.3 61.5 4422 | 102.7 17.7 31.0 151.4 761 122.0 188.4 46.8 357.1 | 810 13.7 21.7 122.5 | 2608
Female 177.7 | 217.2 60.6 4555 | 111.9 15.0 276 154.5 851 131.7 191.5 455 368.7 | 855 13.0 26.0 1245 | 2975
Area
Urban 180.6 | 207.8 70.7 459.1 | 1151 244 35.8 175.3 393 134.9 188.0 52.3 3751 | 898 220 29.9 1418 | 1312
Rural 166.6 | 221.5 57.9 446.1 | 105.1 13.7 27.0 145.8 1218 124.8 190.7 44.2 359.7 | 814 10.7 259 118.0 | 4272
Division
Barishal 183.1 | 188.1 54.7 4259 | 114.0 6.9 26.6 147.5 1M1 144.0 165.0 40.9 349.8 | 90.2 6.1 232 1195 | 375
Chattogram 175.6 | 229.0 55.4 460.0 | 130.2 | 222 32,6 185.0 308 131.2 203.2 42.9 3773 | 96.7 19.5 31.0 1471 | 1171
Dhaka 1745 | 213.0 68.0 4555 | 107.6 | 20.7 28.4 156.6 375 1291 189.4 52.7 3712 | 850 18.3 26.3 129.6 | 1268
Khulna 185.2 | 204.3 72.5 462.1 | 103.1 21.7 40.2 165.0 192 145.0 178.5 55.5 379.0 | 855 14.2 34.0 133.7 | 631
Mymensingh 148.4 | 226.6 62.7 437.7 | 89.8 8.3 285 126.6 110 110.3 188.7 40.5 3395 | 71.0 75 225 101.1 366
Rajshahi 144.0 | 207.7 54.7 4064 | 79.8 14.1 28.4 122.3 211 106.3 184.1 46.0 3364 | 634 114 29.7 104.6 | 681
Rangpur 165.9 | 235.9 65.7 467.5 | 109.1 9.8 21.2 140.2 192 119.6 199.9 44.7 3642 | 79.0 6.4 20.3 105.7 | 677
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Upper secondary

Total (Primary, Lower/Upper Secondary)

Mean study time (in minute) per Mean study time (in minute) per day | Number of Mean study time (in minute) per day | Number
day before school closure during school closure upper Mean study time (in minute) per day before school closure during school closure of
Home | School | Coaching | Total | Home | School | Coaching | Total | secondary | Home School Coaching | Total | Home | School | Coaching | Total | children
(i.e., school (i-e., going to
online children online school
learning) learning)
Sylhet 178.1 | 240.0 | 424 460.5 | 1134 8.3 219 143.6 114 128.8 190.0 327 3515 | 825 5.3 18.9 106.8 | 415
Age at beginning of school year
6-7 na na na na na na na na 0 82.7 1314 273 | 2415 | 60.3 9.4 235 93.2 910
8-10 na na na na na na na na 0 102.1 170.9 375 3105 | 69.3 1.3 255 106.1 | 1804
1-13 na na na na na na na na 0 140.3 2239 529 | 417.1 | 89.4 15.2 282 | 132.8 | 1258
14-15 165.5 | 230.7 64.1 4604 | 1055 | 159 34.0 155.4 766 165.5 230.7 64.1 4604 | 1055 | 15.9 34.0 1554 | 766
16-17 174.1 | 206.8 582 | 439.2 | 1094 | 16.6 248 150.8 845 174.1 206.8 58.2 4392 | 1094 | 166 248 150.8 | 845
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
:?fisCL‘:R/Ct"’”a' 1862 | 228.1 | 738 | 4882 | 1146 180 | 364 | 1690 | 33 | 1288 183.7 544 | 3669 | 852 | 186 | 376 | 1414 | 171
(:'i?ﬁsczﬁ;“”c“"”a' 169.7 | 2180 | 608 | 4484 | 1074 | 162 | 200 | 1527 | 1579 | 127.1 190.2 458 | 3632 | 833 | 132 | 265 | 1230 | 5412
Mother's education [A]
None/ECE 147.2 | 230.3 529 | 4304 | 889 10.8 23.1 122.8 239 105.3 195.0 355 3358 | 67.0 8.9 174 93.3 859
Primary 160.9 | 224.3 59.8 | 445.0 | 100.2 9.9 25.3 135.4 299 115.4 184.7 40.4 3404 | 733 77 221 103.1 | 1305
Secondary 180.5 | 224.5 68.3 | 4734 | 1173 | 183 37.2 172.8 560 130.3 189.8 50.7 3708 | 87.8 15.6 32.8 136.1 | 2605
Higher 2324 | 2045 99.6 536.5 | 168.0 | 487 711 287.8 34 160.7 187.0 53.6 | 4014 | 1149 | 288 35.1 178.8 | 218
Sex of household head
Male 170.1 | 21741 614 | 448.7 | 106.8 | 16.1 28.9 151.8 1437 126.9 190.0 46.1 363.0 | 826 12.9 26.3 121.7 | 5018
Female 169.2 | 226.9 58.1 4542 | 1138 | 177 31.3 162.9 175 129.6 190.3 46.2 366.1 | 91.0 17.3 315 139.8 | 566
Ethnicity
Bengali 1717 | 217.8 61.7 | 45613 | 1078 | 16.3 29.7 153.8 1553 128.7 189.9 46.5 3652 | 84.0 13.6 27.3 1249 | 5361
Others 1242 | 2278 | 426 3945 | 1004 | 158 14.3 130.5 58 89.3 192.3 36.8 3184 | 69.1 6.7 16.0 91.9 222
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 155.6 | 225.7 | 480 | 429.3 | 108.3 75 174 133.1 168 100.0 179.2 30.2 309.3 | 685 6.6 16.0 91.1 938
Second 153.6 | 226.1 49.1 428.8 | 1024 78 20.9 1311 234 110.9 183.8 37.8 3325 | 76.2 6.8 22.8 105.9 | 1048
Middle 161.5 | 220.3 53.7 | 4355 | 101.1 126 22.8 136.4 358 123.8 194.2 455 3635 | 794 11.8 25.1 116.3 | 1199
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Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower/Upper Secondary)
Mean study time (in minute) per Mean study time (in minute) per day | Number of Mean study time (in minute) per day | Number
day before school closure during school closure upper Mean study time (in minute) per day before school closure during school closure of

Home | School | Coaching | Total | Home | School | Coaching | Total | secondary | Home School Coaching | Total | Home | School | Coaching | Total | children
(i.e., school (i-e., going to

online children online school

learning) learning)
Fourth 171.0 | 216.5 64.7 4522 | 1044 | 16.2 33.0 153.6 406 138.5 196.1 51.9 3864 | 886 14.8 30.3 133.7 | 1198
Richest 190.1 | 21141 74.7 4759 | 11841 271 39.7 184.9 445 154.7 193.8 60.6 409.1 | 1002 | 242 37.0 161.4 | 1200
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Table LN.5.4: Study time at home

Percentage of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children who studied at
home before and during school closure due to COVID-19 and after reopening of school, children’s
mean study time per day (in minute) at home before and during school closure and after reopening
of school, Bangladesh, 2021

Before school closure During school closure After reopening of school Number of
Studied for Percent of Studied for Percent of Studied for Percent of children
minutes/day |children studied| minutes/day |children studied| minutes/day |children studied| attending
school
Total 1175 95.5 85.8 80.8 111.3 90.8 6713
Sex
Male 113.8 94.6 83.8 78.9 108.1 89.6 3299
Female 120.9 96.4 87.7 82.6 114.4 92.1 3414
Area
Urban 119.3 94.4 86.8 81.3 112.6 89.0 1371
Rural 117.0 95.7 85.6 80.6 111.0 91.3 5341
Division
Barishal 135.7 98.3 88.7 89.0 128.8 96.1 472
Chattogram 116.1 95.2 90.4 86.1 110.1 925 1312
Dhaka 116.1 94.7 84.3 81.9 113.9 89.0 1455
Khulna 139.4 95.2 89.9 76.1 125.0 89.2 684
Mymensingh 107.6 95.5 825 78.9 103.5 91.1 547
Rajshahi 101.9 939 7 70.8 928 84.2 808
Rangpur 110.9 95.9 87.7 77.9 104.8 95.2 899
Sylhet 124.2 97.6 89.5 85.2 119.3 92.1 535
Child’s age group
59 80.7 90.5 67.7 80.7 82.9 94.9 1950
10-14 114.2 97.6 82.2 83.6 109.5 93.6 2519
15-19 148.7 98.4 105.1 80.2 142.7 86.9 1715
20-24 162.3 95.5 117.6 68.4 143.6 73.7 494
Mother's education
None/ECE 99.8 96.2 76.0 77.3 95.2 92.5 1187
Primary 107.6 96.1 76.7 80.7 103.3 92.9 1590
Secondary 115.4 94.3 85.3 85.9 1M11.7 94.5 2547
Higher 125.1 91.3 104.7 87.2 130.8 94.3 116
Sex of household head
Male 1172 95.6 85.6 80.6 111.2 91.0 6051
Female 119.8 94.0 87.9 82.0 112.6 89.3 662
Ethnicity
Bengali 119.0 95.4 86.4 80.7 112.8 90.8 6404
Others 85.6 98.1 754 83.2 81.1 92.7 309
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 97.2 96.0 783 787 94.5 92.7 1409
Second 110.5 95.5 824 81.7 106.3 91.7 1497
Middle 118.6 95.7 85.1 81.3 1134 91.2 1475
Fourth 129.9 94.8 904 80.6 1214 89.3 1388
Richest 139.0 95.3 96.7 81.9 127.8 88.3 943
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Table LN.5.5: Study time at school
Percentage of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children who studied at
school before and during school closure due to COVID-19 and after reopening of school, children’s
mean study time per day (in minute) at school before and during school closure and after reopening
of school, Bangladesh, 2021
Before school closure During school closure After reopening of school Number
Studied for | Percentof | Studiedfor | Percentof | Studiedfor | Percent of of children
minutes/day | children studied | minutes/day | children studied| minutes/day | children studied | attending school
Total 186.2 94.1 80.3 79 86.1 85.7 6713
Sex
Male 185.5 94.1 79.3 84 90.4 84.9 3299
Female 186.9 94.0 81.4 74 82.1 86.5 3414
Area
Urban 184.0 92.8 91.4 10.5 96.3 83.5 1371
Rural 186.8 94.4 76.2 72 83.6 86.2 5341
Division
Barishal 1615 96.9 51.4 5.7 776 93.3 472
Chattogram 194.8 95.1 952 12,5 96.4 88.4 1312
Dhaka 186.1 94.4 101.5 7.0 83.6 84.1 1455
Khulna 176.1 92.8 52.0 17.9 67.2 794 684
Mymensingh 188.2 937 1115 31 96.9 83.0 547
Rajshahi 177.8 93.0 68.3 6.3 726 81.4 808
Rangpur 197.3 922 55.4 3.6 105.9 89.4 899
Sylhet 192.8 95.1 114.7 28 72.1 87.7 535
Child’s age group
59 140.0 86.8 95.5 8.5 80.2 91.1 1950
10-14 200.2 99.1 754 8.8 88.7 93.1 2519
15-19 219.9 97.2 66.8 71 88.2 79.8 1715
20-24 160.2 88.0 90.1 3.8 95.3 47.7 494
Mother's education
None/ECE 195.8 97.3 76.0 7.2 84.4 91.0 1187
Primary 186.1 94.8 66.7 7.0 85.1 89.5 1590
Secondary 183.3 93.7 86.7 9.8 86.0 92.2 2547
Higher 171.1 88.8 88.2 12.1 82.4 936 116
Sex of household head
Male 186.3 94.3 79.9 7.7 85.9 85.7 6051
Female 186.0 92.2 82.8 10.2 88.4 85.7 662
Ethnicity
Bengali 186.5 94.0 82.3 79 86.2 85.7 6404
Others 180.3 95.6 36.2 74 84.1 86.1 309
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 180.3 95.6 76.4 8.1 81.2 894 1409
Second 187.0 94.0 72.6 6.0 80.7 87.9 1497
Middle 186.4 95.3 7.7 9.1 86.9 84.8 1475
Fourth 1914 93.1 84.0 7.6 94.5 84.1 1388
Richest 186.1 91.6 93.0 9.2 89.5 80.4 943
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Table LN.5.6: Study time at coaching
Percentage of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children who studied at
coaching centre before and during school closure due to COVID-19 and after reopening of school,
children’s mean study time at coaching before and during school closure and after reopening of
school, Bangladesh, 2021
Before school closure During school closure After reopening of school Number of
Studied for Percent of Studied for Percent of Studied for Percent of children
minutes/day | children studied | minutes/day |children studied| minutes/day |children studied | attending school

Total 734 48.7 68.2 27.5 69.5 39.2 6508
Sex
Male 73.9 49.2 69.1 21.7 69.2 38.5 3199
Female 72.8 484 67.4 272 69.8 39.8 3309
Area
Urban 75.9 51.8 723 28.1 726 40.6 1330
Rural 727 48.0 67.1 27.3 68.7 38.8 5178
Division
Barishal 66.9 49.6 64.8 24.9 64.8 43.5 456
Chattogram 74.7 4“7 74.3 274 75.2 39.3 1270
Dhaka 784 53.5 67.8 27.6 68.1 429 1413
Khulna 68.5 65.8 64.3 36.9 65.6 48.8 662
Mymensingh 74.3 44.0 715 24.0 78.2 28.4 529
Rajshahi 73.2 48.7 66.2 32.6 68.2 37.3 785
Rangpur 732 46.6 68.0 22.0 70.6 36.0 872
Sylhet 68.7 39.3 64.3 226 62.9 31.7 520
Child’s age group
5-9 65.8 37.1 64.7 30.8 66.4 39.4 1890
10-14 716 53.5 68.1 311 67.9 426 2442
15-19 81.2 574 73.8 23.7 75.5 40.7 1663
20-24 74.6 426 67.9 9.9 67.9 15.6 479
Mother's education
None/ECE 72.9 39.9 68.9 19.9 67.6 31.6 1151
Primary 72.7 459 68.9 26.1 68.7 37.0 1542
Secondary 721 54.7 67.3 37.3 69.9 49.7 2469
Higher 76.6 42.0 714 37 78.7 44.0 113
Sex of household head
Male 73.3 48.7 68.2 271 69.7 38.7 5867
Female 74.0 49.0 68.5 31.2 67.7 433 642
Ethnicity
Bengali 73.0 49.3 67.8 28.0 68.9 39.2 6210
Others 83.8 374 815 17.4 83.0 378 299
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 716 356 67.9 19.6 70.0 30.9 1365
Second 70.7 441 66.9 279 66.2 37.0 1452
Middle 72.8 51.9 66.2 276 67.4 39.8 1430
Fourth 751 56.3 69.8 30.7 71.1 447 1346
Richest 76.5 59.6 70.7 33.7 73.7 456 915
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After discussing results on attendance in online studies before and during school closures and after reopening
of schools and mean time spent in online studies at home, in school and coaching centres in the periods
befoe school closure, during school closure and after reopening of schools, the sections below discuss
reasons for not going to educational institutions, measures taken to make up for learning loss of children due
to COVID-19 pandemic etc.

While TableLN.5.7 provides reasons for not being able to take education through online/radio/television during
school closure by primary, lower and upper secondary school age children, Table LN.5.8 shows percentages
of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school age children according to reasons for not going to
any educational institution in the current academic year (2021). Thereafter, inTable LN.5.9A, the overall
percentages of school age children according to measures taken by their families and schools to fill their
learning loss during school closure due to COVID-19 and in Table LN.7.9B education-level disaggregated
percentages of school age children according to measures taken by their families and schools to fill their
learning loss during school closure have been presented.

Finally, percentages of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary school going children according to
their parents' perception of online study during the school closure have been provided in Table LN.5.10.

Table LN.5.7 shows that, regardless of education level, about 2 in 5 children mentioned ‘no scope of online
education/learning from school’, ‘no scope of using internet at home’ and ‘no supportive device at home for
online learning’ (42.1, 41.8 and39.9 percent, respectively) as three main reasons for not being able to take
education through online method during the school closure. In addition, 30.9 percent of children mentioned
that ‘no television or radio in the household’ for learning using these devices and hence they had no scope of
attending online learning. Learning through ‘Institutes gave assignment to students’ and thus not requiring
online classes (24.2 percent), ‘permanent closure of school' (17.6 percent), and “students’ unwillingness”
(14.3) were some less frequently cited reasons for not attending online study. Though sex differentials were
not prominent, some area differentials existed when it came to lack of ‘scope of using internet’, ‘availability of
TV and radio’ and ‘scope of availability of devices at home’ for online learning, with urban areas showing more
scope or availability than rural areas (37.7 against 42.8 percent for internet, 24.6 against 32.4 percent for
TV/radio and 32.8 against 41.6 percent for devices, respectively. Differentials are evident at division level with
higher differentials seen for the reason ‘institutes gave assignments’ to students to complete at a high level in
Sylhet (56.3 percent) compared to Mymensingh, where it was the least (16.2 percent). Similarly, the reason
‘no scope of using internet at home’ was most frequently reported in Barisal (54.4 percent) and the least in
Mymensingh (33.4 percent). Differentials are also marked with respect to the reason ‘no supportive device at
home for distant learning’ with Barishal reporting this reason most frequently (59.4 percent) than other
divisions, while Sylhet reported the least (32 percent) For the three education levels, primary, lower and upper
primary, reasons of ‘no scope of distant education from school’, ‘no scope of using internet at home’, ‘no
supportive device at home for distant learning’ and ‘no television or radio in the household can be seen as the
main reasons for not participating in online study..

Table LN.5.8 (and Figure LN.5) shows that comparing with any other reasons for children’s non-attendance in
any educational institution for the school year 2021, the reason ‘prolonged closure of school’ (43.6 percent) is
the most predominant one. This is followed by ‘decrease in family income’ (23.6 percent), ‘child’s reluctance to
attend’ (22.8 percent) are the other two important reasons reported by ome than 1 in 5 children. Rural children
are more likely than urban to remain absent for ‘prolonged closure of school’ (46.2 vs. 35.1 percent) and for
‘child marriage/pressure for marriage’ (20.1 vs. 10.2 percent), while the scenario is just the opposite for other
reasons.

Table LN.5.9 reveals that regardless of education level, 44.2 percent of children mentioned ‘self-learning’ as
the main measure taken by the household to fill learning loss during school closure for COVID-19. The was
followed by 38.9 percent of children reporting ‘to engage house tutor’ and 24 percent mentioned ‘teaching by
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parents/family members’ as the main measures taken by the household. A little over 1 in 3 (35.8 percent)
children reported that their ‘household did nothing’ (no measure) to fill learning loss. More or less a similar
pattern regarding household measures exists by sex of child, area of residence as well as household wealth
index. Variation at divisional level shows that children reporting ‘self-learning’ was the highest in Sylhet (66.2
percent), ‘engage a house tutor’ was reported highest by children in Khulna, while ‘households did nothing’
was reported the highest in Mymensingh as part of measure taken by households to fill loss of study..
Children, whose mothers have higher education report ‘teaching by parents/family members’ (64.2 percent),
‘self-learning’ (53.6 percent) and ‘engage a house tutor’ (47.8 percent) which are higher than other education
levels. By level of education, children at both lower secondary (48.7 percent) and upper secondary (53.9
percent) levels mentioned ‘self-learning’, while children at primary level (36.6 percent) mentioned ‘engage a
house tutor’ as main measures taken by the households to fill their learning loss.

Further, majority (71.7 percent) of children mentioned ‘giving assignment to students by teachers’ as the main
measure that was taken by school to fill learning loss during school closure for COVID-19. About 20.3 percent
of children considered ‘monitoring by teachers through phone’ and 20 percent thought that ‘giving homework
by teachers’ was one of the main measures taken by the school. A little over 1 in 6 children (17.5 percent) felt
that their ‘school did nothing’ (took no measure) to fill for the learning loss. No significant variation exists by
sex of child, though there are some variations across area of residence and division for some of the reasons.
Children reporting reasons of “teachers monitoring through phone’ and ‘provide education through online’
were widely different and much higher in urban than in rural areas (28.9 vs 17.6 and 24 vs 9.7 percent,
respectively). While as high as 86.7 percent of children in Sylhet considered ‘teacher gave assignment’, only
58 percent of children in Mymensingh thought so. ‘Providing education through online’ means as a measure
taken by school also varied lot between divisions (24.5 percent in Dhaka and 5.2 percent in Rangpur). By
level of education, higher proportion of children at primary (55.5 percent), lower secondary (86.2 percent) and
upper secondary (87.6 percent) levels mentioned ‘giving assignments by teachers’ as the main measure
taken by school to fill learning loss. (Table LN.5.9).

Table LN.5.10 shows that, regardless of educational level, majority (72.2 percent) of the children’s parents
viewed that classroom learning was hampered ‘a lot’ and a quarter (26.2 percent) opined that it was
‘somewhat’ hampered due to the school closure. Though no sex and area differentials can be seen, yet,
differentials are evident across divisions. Sylhet, with the highest percentage of parents (84.5 percent)
reported the highest and Barishal (55.1 percent) reported the lowest, reported loss of learningto be ‘a lot’. The
level of perception of ‘a lot’ of loss of learning at different of children’s education level primary (69.0 percent),
lower secondary (74.8 percent) and upper secondary (75.5 percent) are not very different than the overall
levels.

Regarding perception of parents of school going children about online learning during the pandemic while
comparing with that of classroom learning before the pandemic, 64 percent are of the view that online learning
was ‘very less’ in nature, while 24.8 percent considered it as ‘less’ and less than 1 in 10 parents view it as
‘average’ (8.7 percent), irrespective of the level of education of the child. Although no marked differences by
sex of child and other major background dimensions exist, divisions have considerable variations with respect
to the parents’ views. Sylhet (77.6 percent) has the highest and Barishal, the lowest (51.3 percent) of parents
who are of the opinion that online learning was ‘very less’ compared to the classroom learning. Also, similar
perception levels about online learning exist across different education levels. The perception of parents that
online learning was ‘very less', was not too different across different levels of education of school children
(primary: 61.5 percent; lower secondary: 66.7 percent; and upper secondary: 66 percent of children’s
parents). (Table LN.5.10)
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Table LN.5.7: Reasons for not being able to take education through online/radio/television during school closure for COVID-19
Percentage of children not attending online study according to reasons, by level of education, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary
Physica |Permane |Unwillingne [Learnin| No No | No No |Unawar|Could | Institutes gave |Other Numbe Physica | Permane |Unwillingne |Learnin| No No No No |Unawar|Could | Institutes gave |Other Numbe
| |ntclosure| ssof |gfrom |scope of|scope | TV/ [supportiv| eof | not |assignments/she| s r of | Intclosure| ssof |gfrom |scope of|scope |TV/radijsupportivi eof | not |assignments/she| s r of
presenc|of school | student |private | online | of |radi|e device |learning| use ets childre [presenc|of school | student |private | online | of |oin the e device |learning| use ets childre
eat tutor |educatio| using | o in | at home |program|device n eat tutor |educatio| using | HH |athome |program|device n
school nfrom |intern | the [for online| sin | sfor school n from |intern foronline| sin | sfor
school | etat | HH |learning [radio/TV|online school | etat learning [radio/TV|online
home class home class
Total 176 174 12.7 104 | 449 | 398 30.2| 372 126 | 8.2 16.8 49 12275 | 79 18.0 14.8 115 | 401 | 468 | 344 | 438 134 | 78 334 42 | 889
Sex
Male 178 171 137 103 | 471 | 398 [304| 36.7 116 | 72 174 55 1109 | 6.6 16.7 16.9 114 | 39.7 | 469 | 345 | 438 13.3 | 1041 319 42 | 386
Female 174 176 11.8 104 | 428 | 398 [30.0| 378 136 | 9.2 16.2 44 11166 | 89 19.0 132 115 | 403 | 467 | 343 | 438 135 | 6.1 347 42 | 503
Area
Urban 21.0 14.7 12.3 122 | 455 | 358 (243 29.7 9.6 7.0 19.3 6.1 | 471 43 13.9 21.0 93 | 358 [452 | 289 | 36.6 112 | 85 292 49 | 150
Rural 16.7 18.0 12.9 99 | 447 |408 |31.7| 39.2 134 | 85 16.1 46 | 1804 | 87 18.8 135 119 | 409 | 471 | 355 | 453 139 | 77 343 41 | 739
Division
Barishal | 244 346 6.4 16.1 | 525 | 53.8 (488 58.3 145 | 153 194 20 | 153 | 3.6 287 6.0 173 | 51.0 | 543 | 521 | 64.3 18.3 | 15.0 325 30| 74
ghattogra 144 55 5.9 49 | 416 | 372 |38.0| 403 47 | 4.8 16.8 73 | 49 | 6.7 5.1 9.7 44 | 301 | 511|522 | 524 6.5 3.7 285 3.6 | 173
Dhaka 8.1 2.1 16.4 9.1 549 | 325 |204| 296 153 | 6.6 11.8 64 | 480 | 5.6 1.7 231 103 | 473 | 384 | 195 | 343 137 | 38 317 3.7 | 174
Khulna 26.8 394 125 204 | 546 | 428 [28.7| 433 8.1 7.9 17.9 17 | 224 | 132 384 12.0 187 | 486 |533 | 337 | 470 9.3 6.6 25.1 55 | 100
gMgme”S'” 218 | 341 67 | 78 | 383 |356 191 360 | 74 | 43 6.4 58 | 172 | 70 | 320 69 | 67 | 389 |377|185 | 393 | 53 | 7.9 28.3 71| 67
Rajshahi | 195 10.5 134 129 | 466 | 406 26.2| 32.1 250 | 16.0 15.2 50 | 269 | 98 38 16.5 121 | 440 | 437 | 292 | 374 | 221 | 146 375 2.1 | 103
Rangpur | 207 20.6 254 9.0 36.8 | 51.1 [344| 414 113 | 82 14.1 2.7 | 303 | 84 275 256 129 | 350 | 574 | 37.7 | 497 155 | 9.0 271 58 | 126
Sylhet 223 374 11.0 124 | 258 | 344 |30.3| 256 198 | 85 427 32 | 179 | 107 39.8 5.9 162 | 279 | 343|268 | 235 | 21.7 | 100 723 39 | 72
Age at beginning of school year
6-7 229 18.8 13.8 113 | 440 | 353|275 334 117 | 82 131 51 | 787 na na na na na na na na na na na na 0
8-10 148 | 166 12.2 99 | 454 |422 316 393 | 131 | 83 18.7 48 | 1488 | na na na na na | na | na na na | na na na | 0
11-13 na na na na na | na |na| na na | na na na| 0 | 79 | 180 148 | 115 | 401 |468 | 344 | 438 | 134 | 78 334 42 | 889
14-15 na na na na na na | na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na na na na na na na 0
16-17 na na na na na na | na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na na na na na na na 0

Disability status (age 5-17 years)
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Table LN.5.7: Reasons for not being able to take education through online/radio/television during school closure for COVID-19
Percentage of children not attending online study according to reasons, by level of education, Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary
Physica |Permane |Unwillingne [Learnin|  No No |[No| No |Unawar|Could | Institutes gave |Other|Numbe Physica Permane|Unwillingne|Learnin| No No | No No  [Unawar |Could | Institutes gave |OtherNumbe
| |ntclosure| ssof |gfrom |scope of|scope | TV/ [supportiv| eof | not |assignments/she| s r of | Intclosure| ssof |gfrom |scope of|scope |TV/radijsupportivi eof | not |assignments/she| s r of
presenc|of school | student |private | online | of |radi|e device |learning| use ets childre [presenc|of school | student |private | online | of |oin the e device |learning| use ets childre
eat tutor |educatio| using | o in | at home |program|device n eat tutor |educatio| using | HH |athome |program|device n
school nfrom |intern | the for online| sin | sfor school nfrom |intern for online| sin | sfor
school | etat | HH |learning [radio/TV|online school | etat learning [radio/TV|online
home class home class
Has
functional | 16.3 155 11.2 131 | 350 |533 [32.3| 385 174 1169 19.0 53 | 84 0.0 28.3 0.0 168 | 46.1 | 482 | 321 | 366 56 | 89 48.7 34 | 19
difficulty
Has no
functional | 17.6 174 12.8 103 | 453 | 393 |30.1| 372 124 | 79 16.7 49 12191 | 841 17.8 15.1 113 | 399 |468 | 345 | 440 136 | 78 3341 42 | 870
difficulty
Mother's education [A]
None/EC
E 53 16.9 11.0 6.2 | 405 | 517 |418| 476 152 | 96 15.2 21| 383 | 44 15.6 16.2 73 | 299 | 549 | 428 | 496 172 | 741 299 1.8 | 193
Primary 138 | 200 12.0 76 | 434 | 438 (351| 430 127 | 87 16.5 44 | 621 53 245 144 9.1 428 | 511 | 343 | 478 12.7 | 89 423 6.0 | 249
je“”dar 234 | 158 | 134 | 132 | 476 | 342|243 315 | 118 | 77 172 63 | 1142 | 113 | 158 | 151 | 150 | 438 | 406 | 299 | 396 | 122 | 7.1 309 38 | 409
Higher 35.2 16.0 223 106 | 515 | 219 [110| 153 108 | 0.0 15.0 44 | 56 | 21.0 111 74 89 | 351 | 505|307 | 168 53 | 92 210 171 13
Sex of household head
Male 179 175 12.7 104 | 451 | 408 [30.8| 384 128 | 7.7 16.2 43 12061 | 8.1 18.3 14.7 113 | 39.7 | 472 | 351 | 444 134 | 73 3341 43 | 812
Female 15.0 16.3 135 103 | 426 | 302 |24.0| 264 103 | 129 222 10| 214 | 64 14.3 16.2 135 | 437 | 424 | 273 | 375 135 | 135 36.6 33| 77
Ethnicity
Bengali 18.3 18.2 12.9 108 | 458 | 385 |28.7| 359 129 | 85 174 50 | 2168 | 82 18.8 15.6 118 | 414 | 449 | 325 | 426 140 | 8.1 34.3 44 | 843
Others 2.3 6 8.5 20 | 266 | 66.5 (609 64.1 65 | 31 35 29 | 107 | 26 36 0.0 5.7 154 | 823 | 700 | 664 31 26 185 13 | 46
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 11.8 16.0 75 54 | 394 | 589 |545| 586 125 | 74 123 34 | 573 | 34 139 6.2 62 | 347 | 648 | 60.7 | 676 155 | 6.9 245 35 | 164
Second 14.3 18.3 13.0 95 | 445 | 474 |350| 482 164 | 107 154 28 | 532 | 48 18.3 133 11.7 | 438 | 516 | 41.7 | 499 136 | 104 321 1.3 | 204
Middle 18.6 18.2 12.7 112 | 471 | 383 |242| 312 136 | 82 172 59 | 473 | 6.1 19.1 17.7 116 | 402 |484 | 342 | 423 123 | 59 35.0 6.8 | 228
Fourth 232 19.0 174 13.7 | 453 | 226 |132| 185 101 | 92 20.7 84 | 410 | 135 217 17.8 120 | 358 |392 | 203 | 348 134 | 75 374 39 | 181
Richest 25.7 14.7 16.0 158 | 523 | 145 (69| 112 76 | 41 21.7 52 | 287 | 149 154 194 176 | 476 | 206 | 59 15.5 124 | 9.0 39.3 56 | 112

na: not applicable
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Table LN.5.7: Continued

Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower/Upper Secondary)
Physic |Permane | Unwillingn | Learni | No No [No| No |Unawar |Could | Institutes gave |[Other|Numb | Physic |Permane | Unwillingn | Learni | No No No No |Unawar |Could | Institutes gave |Other | Numb
al nt ess of ng | scope |scope |TV/|supporti eof | not |assignments/sh| s | erof al nt ess of ng | scope |scope |TV/rad |supporti| eof | not |assignmentsish| s | erof
presen | closure | student | from of of |[radi ve |learning| use eets childre | presen | closure | student | from of of ioin ve |learning| use eets childre
ceat |of school private | online |using |oin| device | progra |device n ce at |of school private | onlinre |using |the HH | device | progra |device n
school tutor |educati |intern | the |at home| msin | s for school tutor |educati |intern athome | msin | s for
onfrom | etat |HH| for | radio/ |online on from | etat for  |radio/T |online
school |home online | TV |class school |home online Vv class
learning learning
Total 35 17.9 175 104 | 372 | 418 9.3] 424 | 108 | 74 333 51 | 963 | 122 17.6 14.3 106 | 421 | 418 | 309 | 399 123 | 79 242 48 | 4126
Sex
Male 35 18.3 19.6 105 | 389 | 427 91| 412 8.7 5.8 345 54 | 438 | 123 17.3 15.7 106 | 437 | 419 | 310 | 391 113 | 74 242 52 | 1933
Female 3.6 175 15.7 103 | 358 | 412 9.5 434 | 125 | 86 323 49 | 524 | 122 17.9 131 10.6 | 406 | 41.7 | 309 | 405 133 | 84 243 45 | 2193
Area
Urban 5.1 13.7 264 117 | 281 | 36.2 1.7] 377 9.0 6.4 309 84 | 184 | 143 14.3 171 116 | 397 | 377 | 246 | 328 9.8 7.2 238 6.4 | 806
Rural 3.2 18.9 154 101 | 394 | 432 311 436 | 112 | 76 339 44 | 778 | 117 184 13.6 104 | 426 | 428 | 324 | 416 13.0 | 8.1 243 44 | 3321
Division
Barishal 1.9 39.7 12.8 138 | 518 | 55.8 47.0] 57.1 121 | 125 317 31| 81 135 34.5 8.0 158 | 519 | 544 | 491 | 594 148 | 145 258 2.5 | 309
ghattogra 15 44 74 6.6 27.7 | 512 434 57.2 49 53 342 25 | 144 | 105 5.2 7.0 51 36.7 | 427 | 420 | 459 5.1 47 224 57 | 812
Dhaka 15 1.0 26.1 8.0 387 | 375 (17.7) 360 | 127 | 57 294 80 | 199 | 6.0 1.7 20.0 9.1 496 | 349 | 196 | 320 144 | 58 20.0 6.3 | 853
Khulna 111 338 118 18.8 | 454 | 372 44| 402 75 8.1 238 46 | 102 | 199 378 12.2 196 | 510 | 439 | 288 | 434 8.2 7.6 21.0 3.3 | 426
gMgme”S‘” 15 | 404 112 99 | 372 | 257 {144 335 | 00 | 35 262 76 | 89 | 133 | 354 79 82 | 381 [334 | 177 | 360 | 48 | 48 16.2 66 | 327
Rajshahi | 45 | 10.0 212 70 | 366 | 307 214| 334 | 158 | 120 384 38 | 125 | 137 | 90 16.0 112 | 436 | 387 | 256 | 335 | 221 | 147 25.7 4.1 | 497
Rangpur | 43 19.9 29.0 8.3 349 | 562 (392 532 | 162 | 6.3 244 50 | 147 | 139 219 26.3 9.7 359 |538 | 364 | 462 135 | 7.9 19.6 4.0 | 576
Sylhet 36 26.1 6.0 192 | 302 | 362 (324 235 | 134 | 85 73.0 50 | 76 15.4 353 8.7 148 | 273 | 348 | 300 | 246 187 | 88 56.3 38 | 328
Age at beginning of school year
6-7 na na na na na na [na| na na na na na 0 229 18.8 13.8 113 | 440 | 353 | 275 | 334 1.7 | 82 131 51 | 787
8-10 na na na na na | na |na| na na | na na na | 0 | 148 | 166 122 99 | 454 | 422|316 | 393 | 131 | 83 18.7 48 | 1488
1113 na na na na na | na |na| na na | na na na | 0 | 79 | 180 148 | 115 | 401 | 468 | 344 | 438 | 134 | 7.8 334 42 | 889
14-15 41 20.0 175 118 | 372 | 420 (333 445 | 131 | 8.0 337 50 | 489 | 441 20.0 175 118 | 372 | 420 | 333 | 445 131 | 8.0 337 50 | 489
16-17 3.0 15.8 175 8.9 372 | 4.7 252 403 84 6.7 329 52 | 474 | 30 15.8 175 8.9 372 | 417 | 252 | 403 84 6.7 329 52 | 474
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
Has ‘ 0.0 ‘ 207 ‘ 268 \ 76 \ 483 ‘42.4 ‘30.1‘ 303 ] 3.0 ‘ 6.4 ‘ 4038 ]24.7’ 15 ‘ 116 ‘ 194 ‘ 114 ‘ 13.0 ] 385 ]51.1 ] 320 ‘ 372 \ 13.7 ‘14.3] 265 \7.5 \ 118
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Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower/Upper Secondary)
Physic |Permane | Unwillingn | Learni | No No [No| No |Unawar |Could | Institutes gave |[Other|Numb | Physic |Permane | Unwillingn | Learni | No No No No |Unawar |Could | Institutes gave |Other | Numb
al nt ess of ng | scope |scope |TV/|supporti eof | not |assignments/sh| s | erof al nt ess of ng | scope |scope |TV/rad |supporti| eof | not |assignmentsish| s | erof
presen | closure | student | from of of |[radi ve |learning| use eets childre | presen | closure | student | from of of | ioin ve |learning| use eets childre
ceat |of school private | online |using |oin| device | progra |device n ce at |of school private | onlinre |using |the HH | device | progra |device n
school tutor |educati |intern | the|athome| msin | s for school tutor |educati |intern athome | msin | sfor
onfrom | etat |HH| for | radio/ |online on from | et at for | radio/T |online
school |home online | TV | class school | home online Vv class
learning learning
functional
difficulty
Has no
functional | 3.6 17.7 173 104 | 37.0 | 418 [29.3] 426 | 109 | 74 33.2 48 | 947 | 122 176 144 105 | 422 | 415 309 | 399 123 | 7.8 241 4.7 | 4008
difficulty
Mother's education
lélone/EC 1.2 17.7 174 8.5 350 | 51.8 447 520 | 118 | 76 33.3 6.7 | 183 | 441 16.7 139 71 365 | 525 | 428 | 492 149 | 85 233 3.1 | 759
Primary 13 236 19.9 106 | 408 | 446 [313 452 | 112 | 71 3141 56 | 206 | 94 217 141 8.5 428 | 457 | 342 | 445 124 | 84 252 50 | 1076
femdar 62 | 170 137 | 133 | 371 | 368 1240 377 | 108 | 72 349 36 | 295 | 178 | 160 137 | 136 | 450 | 360 | 255 | 343 | 117 | 75 230 53 | 1845
Higher 15.6 14.9 31.2 0.0 376 | 156 |0.0| 156 | 301 | 0.0 224 0.0 6 31.2 151 20.5 94 475 | 263 | 135 | 156 114 | 1.6 16.6 6.3 | 76
Sex of household head
Male 35 18.5 17.8 102 | 376 |422 296 426 | 100 | 6.9 33.1 55 | 866 | 124 179 14.3 105 | 422 | 425 | 315 | 407 123 | 74 238 46 | 3740
Female 3.7 12.7 15.0 11.7 | 333 | 389 [264) 405 | 173 | 118 345 21| 96 105 15.0 144 113 | 405 | 348 | 253 | 321 127 | 128 281 7.3 | 387
Ethnicity
Bengali 37 18.3 18.0 106 | 376 |413 284 414 | 112 | 74 337 51| 928 | 127 18.3 14.7 109 | 429 | 405 | 294 | 386 12.7 | 841 248 4.9 | 3940
Others 0.0 6.9 42 5.6 259 | 55.7 535 704 0.0 76 231 52 | 34 20 25 5.6 3.6 237 | 683 | 618 | 658 45 3.8 10.8 29 | 187
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 17 17.0 6.1 54 379 | 57.7 56.1) 694 | 134 | 9.2 242 8 | 136 | 86 15.8 7.0 55 383 [ 599 | 559 | 619 132 | 76 16.5 30 | 873
Second 46 17.8 9.7 10.1 | 368 | 506 [389 519 | 103 | 6.1 36.3 34 | 187 | 102 18.2 124 101 | 428 |49.0 | 373 | 493 145 | 9.7 233 26 | 924
Middle 1.0 212 15.5 102 | 387 |50.7 364 537 | 124 | 56 29.9 45 | 233 | 112 19.1 14.6 110 | 433 | 438 | 29.7 | 395 130 | 7.0 247 58 | 934
Fourth 4.0 154 274 125 | 356 | 291 [144) 249 8.8 9.5 394 89 | 256 | 153 18.5 205 130 | 404 | 281 | 151 | 239 104 | 89 299 76 | 847
Richest 71 17.9 23.7 121 | 376 | 245 |7.7| 185 9.9 6.4 325 58 | 150 | 184 15.7 18.8 151 | 473 | 185 | 6.9 141 9.2 5.7 283 55 | 549
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Table LN.5.8: Reasons for not going to any educational institution for the academic year 2021

Percentage of children according to reasons for not going to any educational institution for the
academic year 2021 by area, child education and household wealth quintile (Multiple responses),

Bangladesh, 2021

Reasons for not going to Total Area Education level of child Wealth index quintile
educational institutions Urban | Rural | ECE/None | Primary | Secondary | Higher | Poorest | Second | Middle | Fourth | Richest
Child marriage/pressure for 17.8 | 102 | 201 6.5 246 | 95 | 150 | 124 | 200 | 244 | 157
marriage

Work for money 109 | 162 | 9.2 10.8 10.8 190 | 6.9 96 92 | 123 | 167
Decrease family income 236 | 331 | 206 6.7 147 289 197 | 334 | 205 | 194 | 230 | 233
Unable to bear education 193 | 229 | 182 150 | 223 | 214 | 303 | 197 | 142 | 181 | 150
expense

Prolonged closure of school 436 | 351 | 462 | 49.1 50.4 414 323 | 434 | 467 | 463 | 449 | 346
Fear of getting infected with

COVID-19 74 | 79 | 72 217 104 59 _ 72 9.9 46 | 68 | 82
Lack of parent's interestlack of | 0 | 135 | 137 | 160 | 171 | 134 141 | 155 | 124 | 129 | 132
quality education

Unwillingness of child 228 | 248 | 222 9.4 222 24.1 220 | 167 | 186 | 19.0 | 266 | 336
Will enroll next year 187 | 150 | 19.9 50.4 16.8 175 177 | 126 | 206 | 245 | 147 | 219
Others 156 | 19.6 | 14.3 18.1 13.2 390 | 157 | 153 | 113 | 196 | 149
Number of children 358 | 63 | 295 16 93 224 25 61 93 70 81 53

Note: Others includes ‘Domestic chores', 'Pregnant’, 'Taking care of other members', etc.

Figure LN.5: Reasons for not going to any educational institution for the academic year 2021 by area,

Bangladesh, 2021

Child marriage/pressure for marriage
Unwillingness of child
Lack of parent's interest/lack of quality education

Fear of getting affected by Covid-19

46.2
Prolonged closure of school 35.1
43.6
Unable to bear education expense
Decrease family income 3341
Work for money
Will enroll next year 15.0
18.7
14.
Others 3 19.6
15.6
0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0

mRural mUrban = Total
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Table LN.5.9: Measures taken by households and schools to fill loss of study during school closure due to COVID-19 by level of education
Percentage of children who got benefited from measures taken by their households and schools to fill learning loss during school closure, by level of education,
Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary
Measures taken by household Measures taken by schools Measures taken by household Measures taken by schools
g g
— © — — —
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e | = s |8 | < | B |8 = 5 e | > S | & | < | E |8 = S
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S| = | € 2 s | E| 2|8 |3 3 S| 5 | S| 2= 2 |l <= | E| 2|2 |3 3 S | e
s & € 3| 22| 8|8 |8 © 1 o |&a| &8 Sls2/8|%8 £ g ° 5
= [} = h=] [} = [} = h=] [
s 2 R SRR e § 7 5T 7 |8 £
© =} s S o > © > b3 S o >
Total 36.6 1362 | 82 | 363 | 06 |37.8 2714|219 | 215|555 | 82 |73 | 07 | 269 | 2714 | 418 | 18.0 | 175 | 487 | 1.0 | 357 | 1258 | 20.8 | 191 | 862 | 4.0 |145| 05 | 9.7 | 1258
Sex
Male 364 366 | 65 | 348 | 06 |393 1292|208 | 205 | 554 | 68 | 66 | 06 |28.8 | 1292 | 444 | 205 | 20.5 | 486 | 0.8 | 351 | 556 | 21.5 | 20.7 | 864 | 40 |16.1| 05 | 9.5 | 556
Female 36.9 1359 |98 | 376 | 06 |365 1422|228 | 224 | 556 | 94 |79 | 08 | 252 | 1422 | 39.7 | 16.0 | 151 | 488 | 1.1 |36.2 | 702 | 20.2 | 179 | 86.1 | 3.9 |133| 04 | 99 | 702
Area
Urban 421|426 | 16.0 | 405 | 1.1 | 29.2 | 632 | 323 | 271 | 55.6 | 54 |144 | 06 | 205 | 632 |39.7 | 21.5 | 333 | 533 | 0.0 | 28.8 | 287 | 276 | 245 |845 | 26 |31.5| 1.7 | 10.0 | 287
Rural 35.0 1343 | 59 | 350 | 05 | 404 |2082| 187 | 198 [555 | 90 | 51 | 0.7 | 289 | 2082 | 424 | 169 | 128 | 474 | 12 |378 | 971 | 188 | 175|867 | 44 | 95 | 0.1 | 9.7 | 971
Division
Barishal 348 /387 | 7.7 | 379 | 00 | 433|174 | 202 | 184 [667 | 21 |45 | 00 |21.7 | 174 | 519|238 | 113|552 | 22 [341 | 90 |[220 | 199 |919| 18 [103| 0.0 | 45 | 90
Chattogram | 351 | 352 | 8.7 | 286 | 0.8 | 40.1 | 611 | 266 | 17.9 | 634 | 56 | 92 | 20 233 | 611 413|182 | 159 | 416 | 1.2 | 366 | 253 | 231 | 8.9 |831| 15 |120| 00 | 116 | 253
Dhaka 415392 (133|353 | 0.8 | 338|616 | 250 | 23.0 | 41.7 | 98 [147 | 06 | 316 | 616 |422 |20.3 | 247 | 452 | 05 |33.9 | 277 | 188 (203 |81.0 | 59 |294 | 14 |133 | 277
Khulna 456 (339 | 6.8 | 343 | 05 | 332|287 | 298 | 374|706 | 83 | 47 | 03 | 156 | 287 |51.2 |17.7 | 16.0 | 53.7 | 1.9 | 322 | 151 | 372 | 338 (950 44 |123| 06 | 3.1 | 151
Mymensingh | 242 | 190 | 1.1 | 16.2 | 0.3 | 644 | 178 | 146 | 134 [ 29.0 | 100 | 1.7 | 1.2 | 457 | 178 | 250 | 79 |[10.7 | 214 | 09 |643 | 78 | 189 | 135|822 | 91 |84 | 00 [133 | 78
Rajshahi 359 /461 | 89 | 454 | 00 | 281|318 | 11.3 | 16.6 | 580 | 16.1 | 48 | 00 | 203 | 318 |36.8 202 | 223|571 | 0.0 (331 151 | 94 | 104|879 | 72 | 90 | 0.7 | 96 | 151
Rangpur 3321298 | 3.1 | 404 | 06 | 450 | 321 | 207 | 183 |455 | 62 | 14 | 00 | 405 | 321 |429 122|132 |512| 06 |366 | 164 | 19.0 | 248 | 838 | 0.6 | 85 | 0.0 | 11.7 | 164
Sylhet 3311409 | 73 | 602 | 15 | 255|209 | 134 | 276 |774 | 49 |31 | 00 |16.6 | 209 |36.7|201 | 139|688 | 1.1 |[247 | 93 |158 | 277 |952 | 27 | 96 | 0.0 | 3.7 | 93
Age at beginning of school year
6-7 346|424 | 64 [307] 06 | 376|910 | 218 206 (452 | 7.7 |64 | 05 [314 ] 910 [ na [ na [ na | na [ na [na | 0 [na na|na| na |na|na|na 0




Table LN.5.9: Measures taken by households and schools to fill loss of study during school closure due to COVID-19 by level of education
Percentage of children who got benefited from measures taken by their households and schools to fill learning loss during school closure, by level of education,
Bangladesh, 2021

Primary

Lower secondary

Measures taken by household

Measures taken by schools

Measures taken by household

Measures taken by schools

2 2
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= I = S |5 | E | 5|28 |0 3 S |5 | 2| = | < 3 |5 | E| 5|82 |0 > 3 | 5
& 25 2 5|58 88| |8 Clg @ | 2|8 25 5|38 |8 s
() S © (5] =}
8-10 376 33192 (39106 | 379 1804|219 | 220|607 | 84 |77 | 08 | 247 |1804 | na | na | na | na | na | na 0 na | na | na na na | na | na 0
11-13 na | na | na | na | na na 0 na na na na na | na na 0 418|180 (175|487 | 10 |357 /1258|208 | 19.1 |862| 40 [145| 05 | 9.7 |1258
14-15 na | na | na na na na 0 na na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na na 0
16-17 na | na | na | na | na na 0 na na na na na | na na 0 na | na na na na na 0 na na | na na na | na na 0
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
Has functional
difficulty 476 | 449 | 157 | 368 | 1.3 | 28,6 | 104 | 179 | 342 | 541 | 112 (149 | 20 | 215 | 104 | 479 | 133 |17.7 | 39.7 | 2.0 | 365 | 34 | 144 | 144 (866 | 40 |257 | 00 | 46 | 34
Has no
functional 36.2 358 |79 [363| 06 |382|2610|220 [21.0 556 | 80 |70 | 0.7 [271 | 2610 | 416 | 181 | 175 [49.0 | 0.9 | 357 [1224 | 210 | 19.2 | 862 | 40 |142| 05 | 99 | 1224
difficulty
Mother's education [A]
None/ECE 234 (145 |10 | 265 | 03 | 57.0 | 397 | 157 | 156 | 551 | 63 | 14 | 09 | 317 | 397 | 308 | 63 | 7.3 | 363 | 0.2 |49.7 | 223 | 177 | 152|850 | 35 | 53 | 0.0 | 123 | 223
Primary 307 1205 | 33 [326 | 0.2 | 482|690 | 157 | 189 | 540 | 70 | 35 | 05 | 312 | 690 |326|10.7 | 12.0 | 504 | 1.0 |406 | 316 | 182 | 219 |83 | 22 | 84 | 06 | 104 | 316
Secondary | 432 | 46.7 | 104 [ 39.9 | 09 | 289 | 1413|252 | 228 | 565 | 93 | 84 | 08 [239 | 1413 | 494 | 230 | 21.3 | 51.7 | 1.0 | 302 | 632 | 220 | 184 | 862 | 44 |[179| 07 | 94 | 632
Higher 40.8 | 746 | 355 | 506 | 19 | 157 | 130 | 38.6 | 352 | 553 | 128 | 323 | 05 | 175 | 130 | 548 | 562 | 460 | 60.3 | 34 | 112 | 53 |352 |286 935 | 84 |567 | 00 | 00 | 53
Mother
died/not in na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na na 0
household

Sex of household head
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Table LN.5.9: Measures taken by households and schools to fill loss of study during school closure due to COVID-19 by level of education
Percentage of children who got benefited from measures taken by their households and schools to fill learning loss during school closure, by level of education,
Bangladesh, 2021

Primary

Lower secondary

Measures taken by household

Measures taken by schools

Measures taken by household

Measures taken by schools

2 2
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Male 357 | 358 | 76 [ 364 | 05 |387 |2439 | 217 | 212 | 553 | 83 | 7.0 | 0.7 | 271 | 2439 | 416 | 18.0 | 174 | 496 | 1.0 | 358 [1142 | 206 | 199 | 8.2 | 41 |[145| 04 | 99 | 1142
Female 448 | 39.8 | 135|356 | 19 | 295 | 275 | 234 | 243 | 574 | 70 | 98 | 0.7 | 254 | 275 | 430 | 172|179 | 398 | 0.0 | 346 | 116 | 225 | 111 [86.7 | 22 |152| 08 | 82 | 116
Ethnicity
Bengali 3721371 | 85 | 374 | 0.7 | 368 [2604 | 21.1 | 222 | 540 | 83 | 76 | 0.7 |27.9 | 2604 | 422 | 187 | 179 | 50.0 | 1.0 | 34.8 | 1204 | 20.0 | 19.9 | 857 | 39 |152| 0.5 | 10.2 | 1204
Others 242 11501 10 [ 100 00 | 618 | 110 [ 403 | 42 |917 | 60 |00 | 00 | 37 | M0 [310| 22 | 72 | 191 | 0.0 | 571 | 54 |391 | 24 (989 | 60 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 54
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 2111226 | 1.7 | 269 | 0.0 | 56.9 | 592 | 20.3 | 159 | 60.1 | 7.1 26 | 14 | 265 | 592 | 281 | 61 | 36 | 328 | 03 |542 | 178 | 174 | 94 (886 | 36 | 34 | 00 | 85 | 178
Second 36.0 285 | 34 | 354 | 0.0 | 424 | 574 | 182 |19.0 | 522 | 72 |22 | 06 |311 | 574 |369 | 111 | 71 |448 | 03 |438 | 240 | 168 | 147 | 835 | 39 | 41 | 0.0 |[13.2 | 240
Middle 384 338 | 54 |350| 08 |379 |553 | 172 |21.0 | 505 | 84 | 53 | 08 [31.3 | 553 |403 | 132 | 86 |475| 02 392|289 | 175 | 180 (845 | 28 | 74 | 0.7 | 10.6 | 289
Fourth 43.0 | 44.0 | 95 | 432 | 1.3 | 27.7 | 515 | 236 | 252 | 56.0 | 113 | 79 | 03 | 243 | 515 443|199 | 214 | 538 | 1.7 |29.7 | 277 | 216 | 211 | 884 | 49 [140 | 06 | 89 | 277
Richest 477 | 56.6 {241 | 43.0 | 1.2 | 194 | 480 | 31.7 | 279 | 59.0 | 69 [20.7 | 04 | 203 | 480 |53.9 | 347 | 408 | 586 | 2.0 | 191 | 275 | 291 | 284 | 86.7 | 45 [388 | 0.7 | 74 | 275

na; not applicable
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Table LN.5.9: Continued

Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower/Upper Secondary)
Measures taken by household Measures taken by schools Measures taken by household Measures taken by schools
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Total 405 8.1 |253(53.9| 1.2 |32.6 [1611|17.2/18.0(87.6| 54 [21.5/02 | 7.8 |1611|389(24.0| 152 |44.20.935.85583 20.3 | 20.0 | 71.7 6.4 130 | 05 | 17.5 | 5583
Sex
Male 43393 |275(53.2| 12 |31.6| 761 |18.8/17.1|88.0| 57 [22.3] 0.0 | 7.2 | 761 |40.1(252| 156 |43.1/0.8(36.12608 204 | 19.6 | 71.5 5.9 132 | 04 | 184 | 2608
Female 379|71 (234 |545| 11 |335| 851 |15.7|18.8|87.2| 50 [20.9/ 0.3 | 8.4 |851 [37.8|229| 149 |451 |0.9 355p975 20.2 | 20.3 | 71.8 6.8 129 | 06 | 16.8 | 2975
Area
Urban 42.71125|36.8(56.8 | 1.5 [23.0 | 393 |24.4 /241|835 59 (34.0/0.2 | 8.2 | 393 |41.7(29.0| 26.0 |48.2|1.027.3(1312 28.9 | 25.7 | 70.3 5.0 240 | 0.7 | 145 | 1312
Rural 39.8| 6.7 |{21.6|53.0 | 1.0 [35.7 | 1218 |14.8|16.1 (889 52 [175/ 0.2 | 7.7 |1218|38.0 |22.5| 119 |42.9 |0.8(38.54272 17.6 | 18.2 | 72.1 6.9 97 | 04 | 185 | 4272
Division
Barishal 440139184 (51.0| 2.3 |40.6 | 111 |256|16.4|92.7| 23 [11.7/ 00 | 55 | 111 (416|278 | 11.7 |459 |1.2/40.3]375| 22.2 | 182 | 804 2.1 80 | 00 | 128 | 375
Chattogram 43196 |345(48.7| 1.2 |294 | 308 |20.8|12.888.4| 1.1 [304| 04 | 81 |308 |385|24.8| 17.0 |36.7 |1.0(36.51171| 24.3 | 146 | 74.2 36 154 | 11 | 16.8 | 1171
Dhaka 38.6( 9.0 [31.0(51.9| 04 [283| 375 |13.5|17.9(83.8| 6.1 [36.9/ 0.0 | 8.2 | 375 |40.8|26.1 | 21.0 |424 |0.6(32.21268 20.2 | 20.9 | 62.7 78 245 | 06 |20.7 | 1268
Khulna 501 | 7.7 |225|56.8 | 1.8 [29.0 | 192 |26.7|32.4 (942| 41 146/ 0.0 | 3.9 | 192 |48.3|22.0| 13.8 |45.8|1.2(31.7/631| 30.6 | 35.0 | 83.6 6.1 95 | 03 | 90 | 631
Mymensingh 285|129 |13.1]304 | 06 (57.8| 110 |17.3|12.2|87.9| 109 [121/ 12 | 84 | 110 |25.7|11.8| 6.7 |21.6|0.5/62.4/366| 16.3 | 13.1 | 58.0 10.1 62 | 1.0 | 276 | 366
Rajshahi 20.7|89 |24.0(584 | 0.7 {342 211 |98 |95 (811 13.0 [14.3/ 0.0 |11.6|211 |342|28.8| 16.6 |52.0|0.2(31.1/681 104 | 13.0 | 71.8 13.2 87 | 02 | 152 | 681
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Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower/Upper Secondary)
Measures taken by household Measures taken by schools Measures taken by household Measures taken by schools
— () _ — <) —
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5| - E| & F|" 8 |38 = 5 - g5 v |*v | & 3 £
2 2|3 e 2 K 2 2 = & 2
Rangpur 45.0| 17 [14.9(60.7 | 1.1 [36.7 | 192 (134|204 /855 1.7 (86|00 [11.1]192 |389|17.6| 89 |48.8|0.8/40.6/677| 18.2 | 205 | 66.1 36 52 | 00 | 252 | 677
Sylhet 44.0(10.9 (248 (751 | 3.0 [19.7 | 114 (149|272 /196.8| 59 [12.8/ 0.0 | 1.7 | 114 |36.9 28.0| 136 |66.2 |1.8[23.7/415| 14.3 | 275 | 867 4.7 72 | 00 | 96 | 415
Age at beginning of school year
6-7 na | na|najna|na/lna 0 na | na | na na |na|lna|na| 0 |346/424| 64 |30.7(06(37.6910| 21.8 | 206 | 45.2 7.7 6.4 | 05 | 314 | 910
8-10 na |na|najfnaj|na | na 0 na | na | na na na| na | na 0 |376(33.1| 92 |39.1/0.6(37.91804 21.9 | 220 | 60.7 8.4 7.7 | 0.8 | 24.7 | 1804
11-13 na 'na|na|na|na|na| 0 |na|nafna| na |[na|/na|na| O |41.8(180| 175 |48.7 |1.0(35.71258 20.8 | 19.1 | 86.2 40 | 145 | 05 | 97 | 1258
14-15 46.8 |94 [234(549|0.9 [306| 766 [17.8|19.8/91.5| 53 [18.3] 0.3 | 4.7 | 766 |46.8| 94 | 234 |54.9 |0.9[30.6/766| 17.8 | 19.8 | 915 53 | 183 | 03 | 47 | 766
16-17 34869 |27.0/53.0| 1.4 |345| 845 |16.5|16.4|84.0| 54 [24.5 0.0 [10.6|845 [34.8| 6.9 | 27.0 |53.0 |14 (345845 165 | 164 | 84.0 54 | 245| 00 | 106 | 845
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
Has functional difficulty| 333 | 6.1 [28.3 |56.4 | 4.7 |36.8| 33 [19.430.8(92.9| 47 1138/ 00 | 3.3 | 33 [44.9 /312| 185 |41.1(2.1/31.8/171| 175 | 296 | 68.0 85 |168 | 12 | 147 | 1M
(:'i:ﬁsczﬁ;“”cm’”a' 40682 252538 | 1.1 [3251579 [17.117.8 (875 54 217/ 02 | 7.9 |1579(38.7 |238 | 151 |443 0.8 36.05412 204 | 197 | 718 | 63 | 129 | 05 | 176 | 5412
Mother's education [A]
None/ECE 382133 (132458 | 1.3 139.7| 239 |155|16.793.0| 4.8 |96|0.0 | 56 [239(295| 93 | 6.1 |344/05/50.3(859| 162 | 158 | 734 5.1 47 | 04 | 194 | 859
Primary 36.8| 5.3 |19.3|54.4| 0.3 1349|299 |18.6|22.8 87.4| 52 15105 | 85 | 299 |32.5(14.6| 9.1 |41.9 |04 43.301305 17.0 | 205 | 69.5 54 74 | 05 |21.0 | 1305
Secondary 496 [10.9 (323 (589 | 1.1 [25.2| 560 [15.4|16.6|89.2| 57 [25.7/ 0.2 | 6.5 | 560 |46.1 |33.3| 17.8 |46.8 |1.0(28.42605 22.3 | 204 | 70.8 73 | 144 | 07 | 166 | 2605
Higher 63.5/36.8 |49.8|546| 7.7 | 81 | 34 |325|27.8/91.1| 11.0 468/ 0.0 | 0.0 | 34 |47.8|64.2| 40.3 |53.6 |3.2[13.4/218| 36.8 | 324 | 70.2 115 | 405 | 03 | 105| 218

Sex of household head
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Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower/Upper Secondary)
Measures taken by household Measures taken by schools Measures taken by household Measures taken by schools
é 3 % ® e 8 é 3 % ) 2 3
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&1 5| 5|8 S 5|5 2| e Sg|l8 8| 5| 2 &8 8 3 g 5|8 | § |8 =5 | 2 2 | s
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| 5| § 2z 2 8 8¢S |8 |2 5 a2 § 255 |88 |8 |83 |3
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Male 39.8| 82 |252|54.0| 1.0 [33.1 1437 |17.1|17.8(88.0| 56 [21.6/ 0.2 | 7.3 |1437|38.2|23.8| 149 |44.4 /0.7 36.5p018 20.1 | 19.9 | 71.7 6.6 129 | 05 | 17.5 | 5018
Female 46478 |26.2(53.1| 27 |28.2| 175 |17.6/19.7(83.9| 3.3 [21.4| 0.0 |12.1|175 |449(253 | 18.3 |41.8|1.8(30.2/566| 214 | 20.2 | 71.6 49 145 | 05 | 17.8 | 566
Ethnicity
Bengali 402 | 84 |253|54.5| 1.1 |32.6 | 1553 |16.4 | 18.4|87.2| 5.1 [21.8/ 0.2 | 8.1 |1553|39.2|24.6 | 155 |45.20.9(35.15361| 19.5 | 20.6 | 70.7 6.4 134 | 05 | 18.2 | 5361
Others 48819 |243(36.5| 19 |323| 58 |37.8| 7.8 |98.1| 11.7 151/ 00 | 1.0 | 58 |32.3| 85 | 86 |[19.10.553.0(222| 394 | 47 | 95.1 75 39 [ 00 | 21 | 222
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 36.9| 36 |11.6 475| 0.0 [40.1| 168 |13.5| 8.3 |91.1| 40 |6.3|0.0 | 8.6 | 168 |252|16.1| 3.8 |31.7|0.153.4/938 18.6 | 13.3 | 71.1 5.9 34 | 09 | 199 | 938
Second 30.6 | 55 [10.249.0 | 0.5 [43.4 | 234 |12.0|15.7(89.5| 53 |51|0.3 | 7.7 |234|350(194| 58 |40.6|0.2/42.91048 16.5 | 17.3 | 67.7 6.1 33 | 04 | 218 | 1048
Middle 38.3| 52 |18.3]495| 20 (388|358 |16.7|18.1|85.1| 4.6 [13.1/ 0.0 | 9.6 | 358 |{38.820.3| 10.0 |42.4 |1.03851199 17.1 | 194 | 69.0 6.0 81 | 06 | 199 | 1199
Fourth 42.0| 6.0 [259(59.3| 1.5 |29.8 | 406 |18.2|17.5/88.2| 7.9 [20.3] 0.3 | 8.8 | 406 |43.0|255| 17.8 |51.1 |1.5[28.91198 21.3 | 216 | 744 8.7 135 | 04 | 155 | 1198
Richest 474 1156|436 (574 | 09 |21.7 | 445 |20.6 234 |86.6| 4.1 143.9/ 02 | 52 | 445 49.0(36.4 | 352 |51.91.3[20.211200 27.0 | 26.3 | 75.6 5.3 334 | 04 | 11.7 | 1200

na: not applicable
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Table LN.5.10: Perception of parents about online study during school closure
Percentage of school going children by parents’ perception of children’s study online during school closure due to COVID-19, by education level,
Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary
Learning was hampered Online learning during pandemic compared to classroom | Number Learning was hampered Online learning during pandemic compared to Number
learning before corona was of school classroom learning before coronas was of school
Alot | Somewhat | Notatall | Very Less Less Average |Very high| Not going Alot |Somewhat| Notatall | VeryLess | Less | Average |Veryhigh| Not going
enrolled | children enrolled | children
before before
COVID-19 COVID-
19
Total 69.0 285 2.3 61.5 27.0 8.6 22 0.6 2714 74.8 24.2 1.0 66.7 23.3 8.1 1.8 0.0 1258
Sex
Male 69.4 285 20 61.9 27.0 7.7 26 0.5 1292 76.1 234 0.5 69.4 20.9 8.5 1.1 0.0 556
Female 68.7 28.6 2.7 61.1 26.9 9.4 1.7 0.7 1422 73.7 24.8 14 64.6 25.2 78 24 0.0 702
Area
Urban 68.8 27.2 41 571.7 28.3 8.8 4.0 1.3 632 69.0 284 26 60.9 25.5 9.9 3.7 0.0 287
Rural 69.1 28.9 1.8 62.7 26.6 8.6 1.6 0.4 2082 76.5 229 0.6 68.5 22.7 76 1.3 0.0 971
Division
Barishal 50.9 46.5 2.1 47.5 39.8 10.6 1.2 0.3 174 56.7 43.3 0.0 50.4 34.6 15.0 0.0 0.0 90
Chattogram 56.5 420 1.5 52.7 36.0 10.8 5 0.0 611 65.1 32.5 23 61.9 26.3 114 0.4 0.0 253
Dhaka 75.5 225 2.1 59.8 22.2 10.6 6.5 0.9 616 784 211 0.4 63.5 224 9.0 5.1 0.0 277
Khulna 63.2 32.2 4.6 51.5 37.9 9.0 1.1 0.5 287 66.1 32.6 1.3 58.5 321 8.7 0.7 0.0 151
Mymensingh 75.2 22.8 8 71.3 254 23 0.0 0.0 178 741 25.9 0.0 73.2 24.2 26 0.0 0.0 78
Rajshahi 74.1 21.0 49 724 21.1 52 9 03 318 84.8 136 1.6 78.7 16.2 5.1 0.0 0.0 151
Rangpur 79.5 19.9 6 72.9 17.7 7.7 3 14 321 85.1 14.3 0.6 75.8 17.9 6.3 0.0 0.0 164
Sylhet 80.8 16.4 26 75.4 13.8 6.0 3.1 15 209 87.9 11.5 0.6 77.9 13.2 1.9 7.0 0.0 93
Age at beginning of school year
6-7 65.8 31.0 3.1 57.5 29.6 9.3 2.3 13 910 na na na na na na na na 0
8-10 70.7 27.2 1.9 63.5 25.7 8.2 2.1 0.2 1804 na na na na na na na na 0
1-13 na na na na na na na na 0 74.8 24.2 1.0 66.7 233 8.1 1.8 0.0 1258
14-15 na na na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na na na 0
16-17 na na na na na na na na 0 na na na na na na na na 0




Table LN.5.10: Perception of parents about online study during school closure
Percentage of school going children by parents’ perception of children’s study online during school closure due to COVID-19, by education level,
Bangladesh, 2021

Primary Lower secondary
Learning was hampered Online learning during pandemic compared to classroom | Number Learning was hampered Online learning during pandemic compared to Number
learning before corona was of school classroom learning before coronas was of school
Alot | Somewhat | Notatall | VeryLess | Less Average |Veryhigh| Not going Alot |Somewhat| Notatall | VeryLess | Less | Average |Veryhigh| Not going
enrolled | children enrolled | children
before before
COVID-19 COVID-
19
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
:?ﬁscﬁfgld'ona' 771 215 13 | 732 17.1 83 09 | 05 104 | 666 | 262 7.2 607 | 293 | 65 | 35 | 00 34
Has no
functional 68.7 28.8 24 61.0 274 8.6 22 0.6 2610 75.0 241 0.9 66.9 231 8.2 1.8 0.0 1224
difficulty
Mother's education [A]
None/ECE 70.8 28.0 1.0 65.8 243 6.3 31 0.4 397 79.3 20.7 0.0 72.2 22.3 4.4 1.2 0.0 223
Primary 68.7 29.8 1.3 64.3 251 9.4 6 0.4 690 76.6 23.0 0.3 68.3 243 6.1 1.3 0.0 316
Secondary 67.9 28.7 34 58.9 28.8 8.5 28 0.9 1413 72.8 25.8 1.3 64.8 22.3 10.5 24 0.0 632
Higher 75.2 23.2 1.6 60.9 274 10.3 14 0.0 130 64.8 30.6 4.6 58.7 30.8 8.2 23 0.0 53
Sex of household head
Male 69.8 28.0 2.1 62.0 26.7 85 2.1 0.6 2439 75.1 241 8 66.8 234 8.1 1.7 0.0 1142
Female 62.4 333 43 56.8 295 9.9 27 1.0 275 716 255 29 65.6 227 8.2 34 0.0 116
Ethnicity
Bengali 69.4 281 24 61.4 26.6 9.0 23 0.6 2604 74.9 24.0 1.1 66.8 229 8.4 1.9 0.0 1204
Others 61.3 38.7 0.0 64.1 35.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 110 72.0 28.0 0.0 65.0 32.8 22 0.0 0.0 54
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 68.9 30.5 0.4 66.5 26.2 6.1 0.2 0.8 592 75.2 23.6 1.3 64.0 28.9 5.8 1.3 0.0 178
Second 704 28.1 14 61.2 28.6 8.1 15 0.6 574 78.1 219 0.0 72.6 204 6.4 0.6 0.0 240
Middle 68.6 28.2 3.3 62.8 25.6 9.1 20 0.4 553 79.6 19.6 0.8 72.0 174 8.3 22 0.0 289
Fourth 68.3 27.8 36 59.7 27.8 9.2 22 0.9 515 741 25.1 0.8 67.1 231 76 22 0.0 277
Richest 68.8 217 33 56.2 268 11.0 56 03 480 67.2 305 2.3 575 287 11.4 24 0.0 275

na; not applicable
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Table LN.5.10: continued

Upper secondary Total (Primary, Lower/Upper Secondary)
Learning was hampered Online learning during pandemic compared to Number Learning was hampered Online learning during pandemic compared to Number
classroom learning before COVID-19 was of school classroom learning before COVID-19 was of school
Alot |[Somewhat| Notatall |VerylLess| Less Average | Very high Not going Alot |Somewhat| Notatall |VerylLess| Less | Average | Very high Not going
enrolled | children enrolled | children
before before
COVID-19 COVID-19
Total 75.5 23.8 0.7 66.0 22.3 9.2 23 0.2 1611 72.2 26.2 1.6 64.0 24.8 8.7 2.1 0.3 5583
Sex
Male 76.1 234 0.5 65.0 23.7 9.5 1.8 0.0 761 72.8 25.9 1.2 64.4 24.8 8.4 20 0.2 2608
Female 74.9 24.2 0.9 67.0 211 9.0 2.7 0.3 851 .7 26.4 1.9 63.6 24.8 8.9 22 0.4 2975
Area
Urban 70.8 215 1.7 57.4 284 11.4 28 0.0 393 69.4 275 3.0 58.3 27.7 9.8 3.6 0.6 1312
Rural 77.0 226 0.4 68.8 20.3 8.5 2.1 0.2 1218 73.0 25.8 1.1 65.7 23.9 8.3 1.7 0.3 4272
Division
Barishal 60.3 39.7 0.0 57.9 27.8 14.3 0.0 0.0 111 55.1 437 1.0 51.3 35.0 12.7 0.5 0.1 375
Chattogram 64.5 35.3 0.2 57.4 26.7 15.9 0.0 0.0 308 60.5 38.2 1.3 55.9 314 12.3 0.4 0.0 171
Dhaka 76.8 217 1.5 59.1 23.6 10.9 6.4 0.0 375 76.5 22.0 1.5 60.4 22.7 10.3 6.2 0.5 1268
Khulna 715 28.0 0.5 59.5 284 11.1 1.0 0.0 192 66.4 31.0 25 55.7 33.6 9.5 0.9 0.2 631
Mymensingh 78.0 220 0.0 724 24.8 28 0.0 0.0 110 75.8 232 04 72.0 25.0 25 0.0 0.0 366
Rajshahi 83.8 145 1.7 775 17.1 36 05 1.2 211 795 17.3 3.2 754 18.8 47 0.6 05 681
Rangpur 84.9 15.1 0.0 79.2 16.6 42 0.0 0.0 192 82.4 17.2 0.5 754 174 6.4 0.2 0.7 677
Sylhet 88.5 11.1 0.4 815 75 28 8.2 0.0 114 84.5 13.8 15 77.6 11.9 4.2 54 0.8 415
Age at beginning of school year
6-7 na na na na na na na na 0 65.8 31.0 3.1 57.5 29.6 9.3 23 1.3 910
8-10 na na na na na na na na 0 70.7 27.2 19 63.5 25.7 8.2 2.1 0.2 1804
11-13 na na na na na na na na 0 74.8 242 1.0 66.7 23.3 8.1 1.8 0.0 1258
14-15 76.6 229 0.5 66.2 21.8 9.8 1.9 0.3 766 76.6 22.9 0.5 66.2 21.8 9.8 1.9 0.3 766
16-17 74.5 24.6 0.8 65.9 22.8 8.7 26 0.0 845 74.5 24.6 0.8 65.9 22.8 8.7 26 0.0 845
Disability status (age 5-17 years)
dHi?;CLL:t’;Ct'ma' 801 | 199 00 763 | 191 32 14 0.0 33 756 | 222 23 713 | 199 | 70 15 03 171
dHi?ﬁSCEIC:;””C“O”a' 754 | 239 0.7 658 | 224 9.4 23 02 1579 | 724 26.3 15 638 | 250 8.7 2.1 03 5412
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Upper secondary

Total (Primary, Lower/Upper Secondary)

Learning was hampered Online learning during pandemic compared to Number Learning was hampered Online learning during pandemic compared to Number
classroom learning before COVID-19 was of school classroom learning before COVID-19 was of school
Alot |[Somewhat| Notatall |Veryless| Less Average | Very high Not going Alot |Somewhat| Notatall |VerylLess| Less | Average | Very high Not going
enrolled | children enrolled | children
before before
COVID-19 COVID-19
Mother's education [A]
None/ECE 86.4 13.6 0.0 721 215 42 21 0.0 239 774 22.1 05 69.2 23.0 5.2 23 0.2 859
Primary 74.9 251 0.0 67.6 24.3 71 1.0 0.0 299 72.0 271 0.8 66.0 24.7 8.0 0.9 0.2 1305
Secondary 71.9 272 0.9 62.7 20.1 14.0 32 0.0 560 69.9 27.7 2.3 61.2 254 10.2 28 05 2605
Higher 76.2 238 0.0 59.0 28.3 8.9 3.9 0.0 34 72.8 251 20 60.1 284 9.6 2.0 0.0 218
Sex of household head
Male 76.2 23.0 0.8 66.1 221 9.2 23 0.2 1437 72.8 25.7 14 64.3 24.6 8.6 21 0.3 5018
Female 69.3 30.7 0.0 65.1 23.8 94 1.6 0.0 175 66.4 30.9 27 61.2 26.4 94 25 0.5 566
Ethnicity
Bengali 75.2 24.1 0.7 66.2 21.7 9.6 2.3 0.2 1553 72.3 26.0 1.6 64.0 24.4 9.0 2.2 0.4 5361
Others 83.1 16.1 0.8 61.1 38.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 58 69.6 30.2 2 63.6 35.9 5 0.0 0.0 222
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 86.4 13.6 0.0 75.0 19.6 41 1.3 0.0 168 73.2 26.1 5 67.6 25.5 5.7 6 0.5 938
Second 76.4 23.6 0.0 70.9 18.4 10.2 0.5 0.0 234 73.5 25.7 8 65.9 244 8.2 1.0 0.3 1048
Middle 76.0 22.8 11 68.7 22.5 75 0.5 0.7 358 73.4 245 20 66.8 22.7 8.5 1.6 0.4 1199
Fourth 75.3 24.2 0.5 64.9 22.9 9.3 28 0.0 406 72.0 26.0 1.9 63.2 251 8.9 24 0.4 1198
Richest 70.7 28.2 11 59.0 24.7 11.9 4.4 0.0 445 69.1 28.5 23 57.5 26.4 114 44 0.1 1200

Ia: not applicable
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Table LN.5.11 provides percentages of school going children’s mothers/caregivers by some measures/support
that they think could be taken/provided to continue children’s attendance in educational institutions in the 2021
school year. Support from the government is conceived as the most important measure that the respondents
(83.4 percent, overall) mentioned to continue attendance. Tuition fee support (35.3 percent), provision of free
books/education materials (26.9 percent) and enhancing the scope of internet use (31.5 percent) are other
noteworthy measures in this respect. ‘Government’s support’ is considered as the most important support
among all the measures and is seen to be higher in rural area (85 percent) compared to that in urban area (77.9
percent). Notably, higher percentage of children whose mothers have secondary education consider
‘Government’s support’ as the most important measure 88 percent), compared to mothers havingly primary
(79.6 percent). By wealth index quintile, children in the poorest households (94.2%) consider ‘Government
support’ as the most important measure compared to those in the second and higher quintiles of households
(71.4 to 88.8 percent). (Table LN.5.11).

Table LN.5.11: Measures to continue attendance in educational institutions

Percentage of school going children or their mothers/caregivers by opinion on measures that could be
taken to continue children’s attendance in educational institutions in the 2021 school year, Survey on
Children’s Education in Bangladesh 2021

Nature of Total Area Education level Wealth index quintile
measures/support Urban Rural ECE/ None | Primary | Secondary | Higher | Poorest | Second | Middle | Fourth | Richest
Government support 834 | 779 85.0 59.7 79.6 880 | 741 | 942 | 714 | 846 | 888 | 787
Tuition fee support 353 | 394 34.0 196 36.0 359 | 379 | 436 | 398 | 325 | 276 | 329
::tee s;zkyed“cat'on 269 | 296 26.1 37.2 189 | 306 | 203 | 246 | 327 | 184 | 274 | 30.1
Scope of intemet use 315 | 369 29.8 25.2 386 269 | 481 | 176 | 308 | 36.1 | 430 | 27.0
:jg\'lrl‘gon smatphone | 254 | 302 23.9 223 299 | 236 | 249 | 173 | 367 | 162 | 306 | 21.1
Others 2.0 3.7 14 - - 33 - - 19 13 | 75
Number of cases 261 45 216 14 73 157 17 49 72 47 | 57 36

Table LN.5.12 to Table LN.5.18 provide information on school going children’s and youth (5-24 years)
psychological traits which might be affected by long term school closure due to COVID-19. The tables contain
information on their feelings during the school closure that included loneliness, worry, depression, nervousness,
inferiority complex, irritation and over pressure of homework.

Data suggest that overall, around 20-30 percent of the children and youth felt any of the issues (problems) or
stresses mentioned above.

Table LN.5.12 shows that as high as 38 percent of the children and youth felt loneliness during the school
closure, where 3.3 percent felt it mostly or always, 18.6 percent felt it sometimes, and 16.1 percent, rarely.

The percentages of children and youth who felt nervous are about 18.7 percent, of which, 12.4 percent felt it
rarely while 5.7 percent felt it sometimes and less than 1 percent, felt it mostly or always (Table LN.5.13).
Similarly, about 1 in 6 of them (18.2 percent) felt worried, of which only 0.8 percent felt it mostly or always, 8.7
percent, sometimes, and 8.8 percent felt it rarely (Table LN.5.14).

Similarly, a little over 1 in 4 children and youth (27.7 percent) felt depressed during school closure. While only
1.1 percent felt depressed mostly or always, 10.5 percent felt depressed sometimes, and 16.2 percent rarely.
(Table LN.5.15). Children and youth (5-24 years) who had the feeling of inferiority complex during school
closure was 15.2 percent, of which little less than 1 percent (0.6) felt it mostly, 5.6 percent, sometimes and 9
percent rarely had this feeling. (Table LN.5.16).
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About 3 in 10 (29.4 percent) children and youth (5-24 years) felt irritated during the school closure. Of them
about 1.5 percent felt it mostly or always, 13.4 percent sometimes and 14.6 percent felt it rarely (Table
LN.5.17). Finally, children and youth feeling over-pressure of homework was about 19.4 percent - 1.3 percent
mostly or always, 8.3 percent felt it sometimes and, 9.7 percent rarely felt under over pressure. (Table LN.5.18).

The pattern is more or less similar across all background dimensions for all psychological traits (problems) or
stresses listed.

Table LN.5.12: Feeling loneliness during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who felt loneliness during school closure for COVID-19,
Bangladesh, 2021

Percentage of children and youth feel loneliness Number of 5-24 years

Never Rarely Sometimes Mostly Always children and youth
Total 62.0 16.1 18.6 3.1 0.2 8683
Sex
Male 64.8 15.8 17.0 23 0.1 4291
Female 59.3 16.3 20.3 39 0.2 4392
Area
Urban 58.0 18.0 18.9 49 0.2 2076
Rural 63.3 15.4 18.6 25 0.2 6607
Division
Barishal 69.3 15.8 12.9 1.7 0.3 555
Chattogram 68.4 12.9 15.6 29 0.2 1804
Dhaka 55.7 19.2 2241 3.0 0.0 2021
Khulna 571 14.2 24.0 4.4 0.3 965
Mymensingh 56.4 15.2 19.9 8.3 0.1 588
Rajshahi 59.6 17.1 20.8 24 0.0 1064
Rangpur 67.5 17.1 14.8 05 0.1 1042
Sylhet 65.6 15.4 14.6 38 0.6 645
Age group
59 82.6 9.3 72 0.8 0.1 2145
10-14 65.8 15.2 16.5 23 0.2 3091
15-19 46.3 211 27.3 5.2 0.1 2590
20-24 444 211 29.0 54 0.1 857
Mother's education
None/ECE 69.6 14.0 14.3 1.9 0.1 1272
Primary 68.5 14.4 14.6 23 0.2 1818
Secondary 65.4 15.3 17.0 2.3 0.1 3306
Higher 56.9 16.3 20.4 58 06 272
Sex of household head
Male 62.2 15.8 18.7 3.1 0.1 7781
Female 60.4 17.9 18.0 33 0.4 902
Ethnicity
Bengall 61.0 16.4 19.2 32 02 8342
Others 86.4 8.8 45 2 0.1 341
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 76.1 11.3 11.4 1.1 0.1 1452
Second 65.1 15.0 17.7 20 0.1 1642
Middle 61.8 15.5 19.3 3.1 0.4 1818
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Table LN.5.12: Feeling loneliness during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who felt loneliness during school closure for COVID-19,

Bangladesh, 2021

Fourth

57.6

18.1 21.0

3.3

0.1

1888

Richest

53.2

19.2 221

54

0.1

1882

Table LN.5.13: Feeling nervousness during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel nervousness/anxiety during school closure for

COVID-19, Bangladesh, 2021

Number of 5-24
Percentage of children and youth feel nervousness/anxiety years children and

Never Rarely Sometimes Mostly Always youth
Total 81.3 124 5.7 0.6 0.0 8683
Sex
Male 815 125 5.3 0.7 0.0 4291
Female 81.2 12.2 6.0 0.6 0.1 4392
Area
Urban 81.7 12.7 47 0.9 0.0 2076
Rural 81.2 12.3 59 05 0.0 6607
Division
Barishal 86.2 9.9 35 0.3 0.0 555
Chattogram 83.4 10.9 5.1 0.5 0.1 1804
Dhaka 77.0 15.6 6.9 0.4 0.1 2021
Khulna 80.6 14.0 5.1 0.3 0.0 965
Mymensingh 79.5 12.0 7.6 0.9 0.0 588
Rajshahi 83.0 92 6.2 16 0.0 1064
Rangpur 85.0 11.0 3.8 0.2 0.0 1042
Sylhet 785 13.9 6.4 1.1 0.0 645
Age group
59 94.4 42 1.3 0.1 0.0 2145
10-14 86.6 9.7 34 0.3 0.0 3091
15-19 70.3 19.3 9.1 1.3 0.1 2590
20-24 63.1 215 14.1 1.3 0.0 857
Mother's education
None/ECE 87.9 8.4 34 0.2 0.0 1272
Primary 86.0 10.1 35 0.4 0.0 1818
Secondary 84.3 10.5 46 0.6 0.0 3306
Higher 82.8 12.9 3.7 0.7 0.0 212
Sex of household head
Male 815 12.3 5.6 0.6 0.0 7781
Female 79.7 134 6.0 0.9 0.0 902
Ethnicity
Bengali 80.6 12.8 5.9 06 0.0 8342
Others 98.2 14 0.4 0.0 0.0 341
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 89.4 74 3.1 0.1 0.0 1452
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Table LN.5.13: Feeling nervousness during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel nervousness/anxiety during school closure for

COVID-19, Bangladesh, 2021

Second 83.3 11.5 4.8 0.4 0.0 1642
Middle 80.4 12.2 6.5 0.7 0.2 1818
Fourth 77.9 14.5 6.7 0.8 0.0 1888
Richest .7 15.0 6.4 0.8 0.0 1882

Table LN.5.14 Feeling worried during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel worried during school closure for COVID-19,

Bangladesh, 2021

Percentage of children and youth feel worried Number of3-24
years children and

Never Rarely Sometimes Mostly Always youth
Total 81.8 8.8 8.7 0.8 0.0 8683
Sex
Male 82.7 8.7 79 0.8 0.0 4291
Female 80.9 8.9 9.5 0.8 0.0 4392
Area
Urban 80.5 9.2 9.3 1.0 0.0 2076
Rural 822 8.6 8.5 0.7 0.0 6607
Division
Barishal 91.8 5.0 3.2 0.0 0.0 555
Chattogram 85.1 6.6 77 06 0.0 1804
Dhaka 734 12.1 13.9 0.7 0.0 2021
Khulna 79.8 10.0 9.0 1.2 0.0 965
Mymensingh 79.0 8.1 10.7 2.2 0.0 588
Rajshahi 83.1 8.7 73 1.0 0.0 1064
Rangpur 87.8 7.6 45 0.1 0.0 1042
Sylhet 83.7 8.5 6.9 1.0 0.0 645
Age group
5-9 96.1 28 1.1 0.1 0.0 2145
10-14 87.1 6.4 6.3 0.2 0.0 3091
15-19 704 14.0 14.3 14 0.0 2590
20-24 61.0 16.6 19.7 2.7 0.0 857
Mother's education
None/ECE 84.3 76 8.0 0.1 0.0 1272
Primary 86.5 6.9 6.2 0.4 0.0 1818
Secondary 87.0 6.7 6.0 0.3 0.0 3306
Higher 89.3 45 52 1.0 0.0 212
Sex of household head
Male 82.0 8.7 8.6 0.7 0.0 7781
Female 79.5 9.6 9.7 1.3 0.0 902
Ethnicity
Bengali 81.1 9.0 9.1 08 0.0 8342
Others 98.1 1.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 341
Wealth index quintile
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Table LN.5.14 Feeling worried during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel worried during school closure for COVID-19,
Bangladesh, 2021

Poorest 89.9 5.0 49 0.2 0.0 1452
Second 84.6 7.2 78 0.4 0.0 1642
Middle 81.7 8.7 8.6 1.1 0.0 1818
Fourth 77.0 11.3 11.0 0.7 0.0 1888
Richest 77.8 10.6 10.2 1.3 0.0 1882

Table LN.5.15: Feeling depressed during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel depressed during school closure for COVID-19,
Bangladesh,2021

Percentage of children and youth feel depression Number of 5-24
years children and

Never Rarely Sometimes Mostly Always youth
Total 72.3 16.2 10.5 1.0 0.1 8683
Sex
Male 73.6 15.6 9.8 0.9 0.0 4291
Female 71.0 16.7 11.1 1.1 0.1 4392
Area
Urban 70.3 17.6 10.8 1.2 0.1 2076
Rural 72.9 15.7 10.4 1.0 0.1 6607
Division
Barishal 75.4 17.0 75 0.2 0.0 555
Chattogram 80.7 10.9 75 0.8 0.1 1804
Dhaka 67.3 18.3 13.6 0.7 0.1 2021
Khulna 67.7 18.6 12.6 0.8 0.3 965
Mymensingh 64.4 18.3 14.3 3.0 0.1 588
Rajshahi 73.0 15.1 10.1 1.8 0.0 1064
Rangpur 741 17.6 79 03 0.0 1042
Sylhet 715 17.1 9.6 1.7 0.1 645
Age group
59 94.2 4.0 1.8 0.0 0.0 2145
10-14 78.7 13.9 7.0 0.4 0.1 3091
15-19 55.1 25.9 17.1 1.7 0.2 2590
20-24 46.4 25.6 24.8 33 0.0 857
Mother's education
None/ECE 78.4 13.9 73 0.4 0.0 1272
Primary 78.3 13.3 77 07 0.0 1818
Secondary 79.0 13.2 7.3 04 0.1 3306
Higher 784 15.5 5.0 06 06 272
Sex of household head
Male 725 16.1 10.4 1.0 0.1 7781
Female 70.8 16.6 10.8 15 0.2 902
Ethnicity
Bengali 716 16.5 10.8 1.1 0.1 8342
Others 88.9 8.1 3.0 0.0 0.0 341
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Wealth index quintile

Poorest 81.9 10.8 6.8 05 0.0 1452
Second 4.7 15.2 9.2 0.9 0.1 1642
Middle 70.0 171 11.4 12 0.3 1818
Fourth 69.0 171 12.9 0.9 0.0 1888
Richest 68.3 19.3 11.0 15 0.0 1882

Table LN.5.16: Feeling inferiority complex during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel Inferiority complex during school closure due to

COVID-19, Bangladesh, 2021

Number of
Percentage of children and youth feel Inferiority complex 5-24 years children
Never Rarely Sometimes Mostly Always and youth
Total 84.8 9.0 5.6 0.6 0.0 8683
Sex
Male 85.2 8.8 55 0.5 0.0 4291
Female 84.3 9.2 5.8 0.6 0.1 4392
Area
Urban 82.5 10.2 6.7 0.6 0.0 2076
Rural 85.5 8.6 5.3 0.5 0.1 6607
Division
Barishal 83.0 7.2 9.6 0.2 0.0 555
Chattogram 89.2 6.4 39 0.4 0.1 1804
Dhaka 80.0 11.8 7.6 0.5 0.1 2021
Khulna 82.8 8.8 7.6 0.6 0.1 965
Mymensingh 82.1 12.8 5.0 0.1 0.0 588
Rajshahi 87.4 5.8 5.6 1.2 0.0 1064
Rangpur 87.5 9.9 26 0.1 0.0 1042
Sylhet 85.1 9.7 34 1.7 0.1 645
Age group
59 96.3 25 1.1 0.0 0.0 2145
10-14 88.8 6.7 42 0.2 0.1 3091
15-19 76.0 14.2 8.9 0.9 0.1 2590
20-24 67.6 17.9 12.3 22 0.0 857
Mother's education
None/ECE 89.0 6.6 42 0.2 0.0 1272
Primary 90.1 6.1 34 0.3 0.0 1818
Secondary 88.3 6.8 46 0.2 0.1 3306
Higher 86.6 1.1 23 0.0 0.0 212
Sex of household head
Male 84.8 8.9 5.7 0.5 0.0 7781
Female 83.9 9.9 5.3 0.9 0.1 902
Ethnicity
Bengali 84.3 9.3 58 06 0.1 8342
Others 96.4 26 1.0 0.0 0.0 341
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 90.9 6.0 3.0 0.1 0.0 1452
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Table LN.5.16: Feeling inferiority complex during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel Inferiority complex during school closure due to

COVID-19, Bangladesh, 2021

Second 86.4 7.0 6.1 05 0.0 1642
Middle 83.5 9.3 6.0 0.9 0.2 1818
Fourth 82.3 10.5 6.7 0.6 0.0 1888
Richest 82.3 11.3 5.8 0.6 0.0 1882

Table LN.5.17: Feeling irritated during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel Irritated during school closure due to COVID-19,
Bangladesh, 2021

Percentage of children and youth feel irritated

Number of 5-24 years
children and youth

Never Rarely Sometimes Mostly Always
Total 70.6 14.6 134 14 0.1 8683
Sex
Male 69.7 15.1 134 1.7 0.0 4291
Female 714 14.0 134 1.1 0.1 4392
Area
Urban 67.1 15.1 15.9 1.8 0.0 2076
Rural 7.7 14.4 12.6 1.3 0.1 6607
Division
Barishal 75.4 10.8 13.0 0.8 0.0 555
Chattogram 76.4 9.9 135 0.2 0.0 1804
Dhaka 67.0 15.8 15.7 15 0.0 2021
Khulna 56.7 16.6 22.5 4.1 0.1 965
Mymensingh 716 14.6 114 24 0.0 588
Rajshahi 79.2 13.5 6.2 1.1 0.0 1064
Rangpur 68.5 21.3 9.8 0.4 0.0 1042
Sylhet 70.5 14.8 12.1 20 0.7 645
Age group
59 84.4 8.3 6.4 0.9 0.0 2145
10-14 71.2 14.6 13.1 1.0 0.1 3091
15-19 60.6 19.2 18.0 21 0.1 2590
20-24 64.0 16.0 18.0 20 0.1 857
Mother's education
None/ECE 75.4 13.2 10.9 0.5 0.0 1272
Primary 73.8 13.2 118 1.1 0.1 1818
Secondary 714 14.1 131 1.4 0.0 3306
Higher 67.3 15.7 14.2 2.7 0.0 272
Sex of household head
Male 70.5 14.7 13.3 14 0.1 7781
Female 713 13.3 14.4 1.1 0.0 902
Ethnicity
Bengali 69.8 14.8 13.9 1.4 0.1 8342
Others 89.7 8.0 23 0.0 0.0 3
Wealth index quintile
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Table LN.5.17: Feeling irritated during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel Irritated during school closure due to COVID-19,
Bangladesh, 2021

Poorest 81.3 11.8 6.6 0.3 0.1 1452
Second 72.6 14.7 12.1 0.6 0.0 1642
Middle 67.9 15.1 15.0 1.9 0.0 1818
Fourth 67.2 15.2 15.9 1.7 0.1 1888
Richest 66.6 15.4 15.8 2.1 0.1 1882

Table LN.5.18: Feeling over-pressure of homework during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel over-pressure of homework during school closure
for COVID-19, Bangladesh, 2021

Percentage of children feel over-pressure of homework Number of 5-24 years

Never Rarely Sometimes Mostly Always children and youth
Total 80.6 9.7 8.3 1.2 0.1 8683
Sex
Male 80.8 10.1 79 1.2 0.1 4291
Female 80.4 9.4 8.7 1.3 0.1 4392
Area
Urban 81.0 9.4 76 2.0 0.0 2076
Rural 80.5 9.8 8.6 1.0 0.1 6607
Division
Barishal 66.1 11.6 21.0 1.2 0.1 555
Chattogram 83.0 6.2 10.1 0.7 0.1 1804
Dhaka 77.9 12.3 8.5 1.3 0.0 2021
Khulna 84.9 78 6.3 1.1 0.0 965
Mymensingh 84.3 9.1 6.3 0.3 0.0 588
Rajshahi 86.0 9.0 4.1 07 0.1 1064
Rangpur 87.1 8.4 43 02 0.0 1042
Sylhet 65.9 16.6 10.5 6.1 1.0 645
Age group
59 93.0 36 29 0.5 0.0 2145
10-14 83.1 9.1 6.9 0.8 0.1 3091
15-19 70.0 14.3 13.3 2.2 0.2 2590
20-24 72.9 13.3 11.9 1.8 0.1 857
Mother's education
None/ECE 85.8 76 6.0 0.5 0.0 1272
Primary 83.3 8.6 7.2 0.8 0.1 1818
Secondary 81.8 9.2 7.7 1.1 0.2 3306
Higher 81.0 8.5 76 29 0.0 212
Sex of household head
Male 80.6 9.6 8.5 1.2 0.1 7781
Female 81.0 11.0 6.4 1.6 0.0 902
Ethnicity
Bengall 80.1 10.0 8.6 1.3 0.1 8342
Others 94.4 34 2.1 0.1 0.0 341
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Table LN.5.18: Feeling over-pressure of homework during school closure

Percentage of 5-24 years children and youth who feel over-pressure of homework during school closure
for COVID-19, Bangladesh, 2021

Percentage of children feel over-pressure of homework Number of 5-24 years
Never Rarely Sometimes Mostly Always children and youth

Wealth index quintile

Poorest 88.7 6.2 47 0.4 0.0 1452
Second 84.4 78 7.2 0.6 0.0 1642
Middle 79.8 9.8 8.8 14 0.2 1818
Fourth 76.3 11.2 10.4 1.8 0.2 1888
Richest 76.2 125 9.6 1.6 0.1 1882
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5. Protected from violence and exploitation
5.1. Child discipline

Teaching children self-control and acceptable behaviour is an integral part of child discipline in all cultures.
Positive parenting practices involve providing guidance on how to handle emotions or conflicts in manners that
encourage judgment and responsibility and preserve children's self-esteem, physical and psychological integrity
and dignity. However, too often, children are raised using punitive methods that rely on the use of physical force
or verbal intimidation to obtain desired behaviour. Studies®®> have found that exposing children to violent
discipline has harmful consequences, which range from immediate impacts to long-term harm that children
carry forward into adult life. Violence hampers children’s development, learning abilities and school
performance; it inhibits positive relationships, provokes low self-esteem, emotional distress and depression;
and, at times, it leads to risk taking and self-harm.

In the Survey on Children’s Education 2021, mothers or caregivers of children age 5-14 years were asked a
series of questions on the methods which adults in the household used to discipline the child during the past
one month before the survey and if the respondent believes that physical punishment is a necessary part of
child-rearing. Tables PR.1.1 and PR.1.2 present the results.

For the most part, households employ a combination of violent disciplinary practices, which reflects caregivers’
motivation to control children’s behaviour by any means possible. Table PR.6.1 shows that majority of the
children age 5-14 years (76.6 percent) were subjected to at least one form of violent discipline (psychological or
physical punishment) by household members during one month preceding the survey. Children mostly
experienced psychological aggression (73.9 percent), while almost every 1 in 2 (46.8 percent) received any
form of physical punishment. About 19.4 percent of children were subjected to the ‘severe’ forms of physical
punishment, such as hitting the child on the head, ears or face or hitting the child hard and repeatedly. Practice
of non-violent discipline was quite less frequent (11.7 percent). Although children in urban and rural areas had
almost no variation, boys were subjected more frequently than girls to any form of physical disciplining (50.9
and 42.6 percent, respectively). Further, a small to moderate variations exist across all other key background
characteristics with respect to any violent discipline method. However, divisions had a considerable difference
across them, ranging from 59.5 percent in Barishal to 87.5 percent in Rangpur. Although no clear pattern by
most background characteristics, , practice of violent discipline method is seen to have an inverse relationship
with mother's education where it reduces with increasing levels of mother's education (from 78.1 percent for
mothers with pre-school or no education and to 66.7 percent for mothers with higher education). Nevertheless,
non-violent discipline was more frequent among mothers with higher education and richer households.

% straus, M. and M. Paschall. "Corporal Punishment by Mothers and Development of Children’s Cognitive Ability: A Longitudinal Study of

Two Nationally Representative Age Cohorts." Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma 18, no. 5 (2009): 459-83.
doi:10.1080/10926770903035168.; Erickson, M. and B. Egeland. "A Developmental View of the Psychological Consequences of
Maltreatment.” School Psychology Review 16, no. 2 (1987): 156-68. http://psycnet.apa.org/record/1987-29817-001.; Schneider, M. et al.
"Do Allegations of Emotional Maltreatment Predict Developmental Outcomes beyond That of Other Forms of Maltreatment?" Child
Abuse & Neglect 29, no. 5 (2005): 513-32.d0oi:10.1016/j.chiabu.2004.08.010
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Table PR.1.1: Child discipline
Percentage of children age 5-14 years by child disciplining methods experienced during the last
one-month preceding the survey, Bangladesh, 2021
Percentage of children age 5-14 years who experienced: Number of
Only non- Psychological | Physical punishment | Any violent | children age 5-
violent aggression Any | Severe | discipline 14 years
discipline method [1]
Total 11.7 73.9 46.8 19.4 76.6 7029
Sex
Male 10.7 74.8 50.9 214 77.6 3566
Female 12.6 72.9 426 174 75.5 3463
Area
Urban 13.7 711 43.0 171 73.0 1341
Rural 11.2 74.5 477 20.0 774 5688
Division
Barishal 19.3 56.1 317 13.9 59.5 797
Chattogram 16.8 62.4 40.6 15.5 66.7 1240
Dhaka 13.7 75.8 48.1 18.3 7.7 1036
Khulna 96 78.0 49.7 221 78.7 779
Mymensingh 9.6 75.0 455 220 775 772
Rajshahi 5.9 80.9 429 23.6 83.2 660
Rangpur 8.4 85.6 54.8 15.1 87.5 713
Sylhet 6.7 82.8 60.6 259 86.5 1032
Child’s age
59 9.9 77.2 58.1 23.6 80.4 3390
10-14 134 70.8 36.3 15.6 73.0 3639
Functional difficulty (age 5-14 years)
Has functional difficulty 11.9 76.2 474 222 78.8 302
Has no functional difficulty 11.7 737 46.8 19.3 76.5 6727
Mother's education
None/ECE 9.0 747 459 19.9 78.1 1295
Primary 11.1 75.4 50.2 21.2 78.4 1909
Secondary 12.0 73.8 46.8 19.4 76.2 3300
Higher 19.9 63.8 39.0 13.1 66.7 282
Sex of household head
Male 11.6 73.9 46.9 19.5 76.6 6361
Female 12.1 73.7 46.4 18.9 76.0 668
Ethnicity
Bengali 116 741 474 19.9 76.8 6825
Others 14.2 65.2 27.9 49 70.6 204
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 8.4 76.8 50.0 214 79.7 1623
Second 10.3 77.3 495 21.0 79.9 1637
Middle 12.1 72.9 46.7 18.6 76.5 1401
Fourth 13.6 70.9 457 19.7 73.5 1301
Richest 15.9 68.8 394 14.8 70.7 1067
[1] MICS indicator PR.2 - Violent discipline; SDG 16.2.1
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Table PR.6.2 shows attitude that 41.1 percent of mothers or caregivers of children age 5-14 years towards
physical punishment. About 41.1 percent of mothers or caregivers believe that physical punishment is needed
to bring up, raise or educate a child properly. This proportion is very close among mothers of boys and girls and
those of urban and rural children. However, divisions show remarkable variations where Chattogram has the
highest at 59.5 percent and Barishal, the lowest, 27.8 percent. A moderate variation exists with respect to
mother’s age, ranging from a low of 36.4 percent for mothers age 50+ years to 41.8 percent for mothers age 25-
34 years. There is an apparent inverse relationship between believing in physical punishment with that of
mother’s education and household wealth status, the belief in physical punishment goes down with the higher
levels of mother’s education and household wealth.

Table PR.1.2: Attitude towards physical punishment
Percentage of mothers/caretakers of children age 5-14 years who believe that physical punishment is
needed to bring up, raise, or educate a child properly, Bangladesh, 2021

Percentage of mothers/caretakers who believe that a child |  Number of mothers/caretakers responding to a child
needs to be physically punished discipline module

Total 41.1 4712
Sex
Male 425 2366
Female 39.8 2346
Area
Urban 40.7 1102
Rural 413 3610
Division
Barishal 27.8 278
Chattogram 59.5 951
Dhaka 371 1227
Khulna 35.4 487
Mymensingh 36.1 377
Rajshahi 394 637
Rangpur 39.2 489
Sylhet 33.3 266
Age of mother/caretaker
<25 40.4 249
25-34 418 2194
35-49 41.2 2006
50+ 36.4 256
Mother not in household 376 7
Mother's education
None/ECE 454 831
Primary 441 1153
Secondary 395 2320
Higher 286 218
Ethnicity
Bengali 404 4509
Others 57.6 203
Sex of household head
Male 40.6 4241
Female 459 470
Wealth index quintile
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Table PR.1.2: Attitude towards physical punishment
Percentage of mothers/caretakers of children age 5-14 years who believe that physical punishment is
needed to bring up, raise, or educate a child properly, Bangladesh, 2021

Poorest 48.0 1042
Second 438 1032
Middle 423 962
Fourth 36.7 866
Richest 322 810

5.2. Child marriage

Marriage before the age of 18 years is violation of human rights, yet remains a reality for many children. The
right to 'free and full' consent to a marriage is recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights - with
the recognition that consent cannot be 'free and full' when one of the parties involved is not sufficiently mature
to make an informed decision about a life partner. In the Sustainable Development Goals, child marriage has
been identified as a harmful practice, which the world should aim to eliminate by 2030.

Child marriage is more common among girls than boys, but it occurs around the world among children of both
sexes. The impacts specific to boys married in childhood are not yet well understood, but marriage places boys
in an adult role accompanied by responsibilities for which they may not be prepared.

In many parts of the world parents encourage the marriage of their daughters while they are still children in
hopes that the marriage will benefit them both financially and socially, while also relieving financial burdens on
the family. In actual fact, child marriage compromises the development of girls and often results in early
pregnancy and social isolation, with little education and poor vocational training reinforcing the gendered nature
of poverty.*®

Closely related to the issue of child marriage is the age at which sexual activity — and for females, childbearing
— may begin. Women who were married before the age of 18 tend to have more children than those who marry
later in life and young women are less likely to receive maternal healthcare services.*’ *® Pregnancy related
deaths are known to be a leading cause of mortality for both married and unmarried girls between the ages of
15 and 19.

Table PR.2.1W presents the percentage of women age 15-24 years married before ages 15 and 18 years. The
table also presents the proportion of women who were first married or entered into a marital union before the
age of 15 and 18 years by area and age groups and causes of marriage before 18. Examining the percentages
married before ages 15 and 18 across different age groups allow for trends to be observed in child marriage
over time.

Although the Government of Bangladesh passed a law in 2017 (the Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017)
replacing a similar law of 1929, to control the child marriage in Bangladesh, it occurs recurrently. Data show

% Bajracharya, A. and N. Amin, S. Poverty, marriage timing, and transitions to adulthood in Nepal: A longitudinal analysis using the Nepal

living standards survey. Poverty, Gender, and Youth Working Paper No. 19. New York: Population Council, 2010.
http://www.popcouncil.org/uploads/pdfs/wp/pgy/019.pdf.;

Godha, D. et al. 2011. The influence of child marriage on fertility, fertility-control, and maternal health care utilization.
MEASURE/Evaluation PRH Project Working paper 11-124.

Godha D., D. Hotchkiss and A. Gage. "Association Between Child Marriage and Reproductive Health Outcomes and Service Utilization:
A Multi-Country Study from South Asia." Journal of Adolescent Health 52, no. 5 (2013): 552-58. doi:10.1016/j.jadohealth.2013.01.021
Nour, N. "Health Consequences of Child Marriage in Africa." Emerging Infectious Diseases 12, no. 11 (2006): 1644-649.
doi:10.3201/eid1211.060510.
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that, among young women age 15-24 years, 9.1 percent are married before age 15, and among women age 20-
24 years, 11.2 percent are married before age 15, while 40.7 percent are married before age 18. Again, one
third (33.1 percent) of younger women age 15-19 years are currently married, showing early marriage
proportions; this proportion is slightly higher in rural (34.2 percent) than urban (29.4 percent) areas and is
strongly negatively related to the level of mother’s education (44.2 percent among those whose mothers have
primary education against 28.4 percent for those whose mothers have higher education.

Finding a suitable groom is the main reason for marrying before 18 (81.2 percent). Social practice (23.6
percent), economic hardship (20.1 percent) and upholding family honour (18.5 percent) are some other notable
causes. The pattern in ‘reasons’ appears to be consistently similar across different background parameters. For
example, finding a suitable groom is consistently the most important cause (over 70 percent of respondents
across all background dimensions mentioned this cause for getting married below age 18). School closure due
to COVID-19 as a reason for child marriage accounted for overall 5.1 percent cases, where it was high at 19.3
percent among children aged 15-17 years and low at 4.1 percent among adolescents aged 18-19 years (Table
SPR2.1W).

Table SPR.2.1W: Child marriage
Percentage of women age 15-24 years got married by different age groups and cause(s) of marriage,
Bangladesh, 2021.
Women age 15-24
years Women age 18-24 years Women age 20-24 years Women age 15-19 years
Percentage | Number | Percentage | Numberof | Percentage | Percentage | Number Number of
married of girls married girls aged married married of girls | Percentage | girls aged
before age | aged 15- | before age 18-24 before age | before age | aged 20- | currently 15-19
15 24 years 18 years 15 18 24 years married years
Total 9.1 3588 40.0 2397 11.2 407 1537 331 2050
Area
Urban 8.1 824 335 572 97 353 377 294 447
Rural 94 2764 421 1825 11.8 425 1160 342 1604
Division
Barishal 10.4 201 456 140 144 49.0 86 338 116
Chattogram 5.1 761 323 494 6.7 317 305 294 456
Dhaka 6.1 838 385 581 78 372 387 327 452
Khulna 17.4 378 495 247 18.1 52.8 172 38.9 206
Mymenshingh 8.5 276 427 179 12.2 50.4 11 313 165
Rajshahi 18.3 445 524 294 246 56.9 173 410 273
Rangpur 10.6 370 46.1 248 11.8 438 161 397 210
Sylhet 19 317 208 214 2.7 19.3 143 18.4 174
Age
15-19 75 2050 38.8 860 na na 0 33.1 2050
15-17 57 1191 na 0 na na 0 19.0 1191
18-19 10.0 860 38.8 860 na na 0 52.8 860
20-24 11.2 1537 40.7 1537 11.2 40.7 1537 na 0
Education
ECE/None 220 5 22.0 5 35.1 35.1 3 55.6 2
Primary 218 361 56.4 265 26.4 60.7 191 44.2 170
Secondary 8.3 2747 436 1678 10.9 46.6 966 319 1781
Higher 1.7 366 9.9 364 19 86 323 (28.4) 43
Sex of household head
Male 95 3207 412 2151 11.8 418 1393 333 1815
Female 57 380 296 246 55 29.8 145 319 235
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Table SPR.2.1W: Child marriage
Percentage of women age 15-24 years got married by different age groups and cause(s) of marriage,
Bangladesh, 2021.
Women age 15-24
years Women age 18-24 years Women age 20-24 years Women age 15-19 years
Percentage | Number | Percentage | Numberof | Percentage | Percentage | Number Number of
married of girls married girls aged married married of girls | Percentage | girls aged
before age | aged 15- | before age 18-24 before age | before age | aged 20- | currently 15-19
15 24 years 18 years 15 18 24 years married years
Ethnicity
Bengali 9.2 3452 40.4 2314 11.2 40.8 1485 333 1967
Others 6.8 136 30.4 83 12.4 375 53 28.8 83
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 14.4 564 478 374 20.1 53.8 240 31.7 324
Second 10.8 700 46.4 463 135 47.9 292 341 408
Middle 8.4 741 433 482 9.7 42.1 307 323 434
Fourth 8.7 786 38.7 511 12.1 38.9 316 374 469
Richest 49 797 28.1 568 45 273 382 29.4 415

Table SPR.2.1W: Continue...

Table SPR.2.1W: Child marriage
Percentage of women age 15-24 years got married by different age groups and cause(s) of marriage,
Bangladesh, 2021.
Cause(s) of marriage Number of women
School age 18-24 got
Uphold | Dropout | closure Do married before 18
Economic Social | Suitable | Reach | family from dueto | nothing
hardship | Security | practice | 6Groom | puberty | honor school Corona | (jobless)
Total 20.7 7.0 240 | 828 | 208 | 180 5.9 15 1.1 934
Area
Urban 200 51 | 226 | 800 | 210 | 99 3.2 12 | 06 185
Rural 208 | 74 | 244 | 836 | 207 | 200 6.6 16 | 12 748
Division
Barishal 382 | 134 | 278 | 898 | 422 | 274 33 34 | 64 63
Chattogram 8.4 76 334 80.6 48 19.7 74 1.1 153
Dhaka 220 2.7 235 | 845 | 188 | 97 3.4 10 06 216
Khulna 19.9 124 | 251 | 888 | 314 | 233 5.7 na na 121
Mymenshing 226 35 160 | 829 | 147 | 74 5.4 15 ha 75
Rajshahi 13.0 8.9 195 | 827 | 296 | 199 95 05 15 154
Rangpur 32.3 4.1 20.7 76.1 15.1 228 0.0 5.1 2.2 108
Sylhet 355 8.3 233 | 732 | 202 | 248 19.8 13 1.1 4
Age
18-19 176 | 54 | 210 | 833 | 184 | 217 6.3 41 | 14 318
20-24 22.2 7.8 256 | 826 | 220 | 161 5.7 0.2 1.0 616
Education
ECE/None 29 | 84 | 285 | 732 | 220 | 173 47 24 41
Primary 304 93 | 218 | 806 | 181 | 123 102 03 2.1 145
Secondary 184 | 65 | 247 | 836 | 215 | 194 5.4 19 | 08 712
Higher 115 54 14.5 86.8 155 | 13.1 (0.0) (0.0) (0.0) 36
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Percentage of women age 15-24 years got married by different age groups and cause(s) of marriage,

Table SPR.2.1W: Child marriage

Bangladesh, 2021.

Cause(s) of marriage Number of women
) g School age 18-24 got
Uphold Dropout | closure Do married before 18
Economic Social | Suitable | Reach | family from dueto | nothing
hardship | Security | practice | 6Groom | puberty | honor school Corona | (jobless)
Sex of household head
Male 202 75 %3 | 80 | 211 | 173 54 15 10 861
Female 263 08 212 | 934 | 169 | 258 118 18 24 72
Ethnicity
Bengali 21.1 70 | 246 | 86 | 213 | 185 | 6. 15 | 14 908
Others 28 59 37 | 904 | 28 | 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 25
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 30.2 95 213 727 22,0 12.5 7.0 1.2 24 174
Second 27.8 8.1 25.7 80.8 216 | 236 85 18 0.8 212
Middle 185 6.4 216 | 844 | 180 | 173 34 14 23 195
Fourth 132 40 282 | 823 | 233 | 179 57 22 0.0 195
Richest 123 7.4 25 | 955 | 188 | 176 45 10 0.0 158
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6. Equitable chance in life
6.1 Child functioning

The United Nations formed the Washington Group on Disability Statistics to address the need for cross-
nationally comparable disability statistics as well as equalization of opportunity. A person who faces functional
difficulties, may have activity limitation, which challenges him/her in carrying out activities. People's functional
issues may have been caused by their health conditions in general. Diseases or illnesses, as well as other
health issues such as short- or long-term injuries, mental or emotional issues, are all examples of health
conditions.

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities®® outlines States’ obligations to ensure the full
realization of rights for children with disabilities on an equal basis with other children. But the presence of
functional difficulties may place children as well as adults at risk of experiencing limited participation in an
unaccommodating environment and limit the fulfilment of their rights. A person with difficulty in functioning may
have activity limitations. Functional difficulty is defined as having ‘Some difficulty’ or ‘A lot of difficulty’ or ‘Cannot
do at all’ with one or more of the followings: vision, hearing, mobility (walking or climbing steps), cognition
(memory and concentration), self-care and communication.

The Washington Group on Disability Statistics measures functional difficulties by asking a set of questions,
which are as follows, 1) Do you have difficulty seeing even if wearing glasses? 2) Do you have difficulty hearing
even if using a hearing aid? 3) Do you have difficulty walking or climbing stairs? 4) Do you have difficulty
remembering or concentrating? 5) Do you have difficulty with self-care (such as washing all over or dressing)?
6) Using your usual (customary) language, do you have difficulty communicating (for example understanding or
being understood by others)? For each question respondents can choose: a) no difficulty, b) some difficulty, c)
a lot of difficulty, or d) Cannot do at all.

The Survey on Children’s Education 2021 includes child functioning module for children age 5-17 years, which
is intended to provide estimates of children with functional difficulties as reported mostly by children’s mothers
or primary caregivers. Functional domains covered in the module include: seeing, hearing, walking, selfcare,
communication, learning, remembering, concentrating, accepting changes, controlling behaviour, making
friends, anxiety and depression. Respondents were asked about functional difficulty of any child of the
household, and if so, type of functional difficulty he/she has.

Functional difficulty for population is defined as having responded "A lot of difficulty" or "Cannot do at all" to
guestions within all listed domains, except the domain of controlling behaviour, for which the response category
of "A lot more" is considered to be a functional difficulty.

Table EQ.1.1 presents percentages of children age 5-17 years who have functional difficulty in at least one
domain of functional difficulties. It shows that 4.2 percent of children age 5-17 years have functional difficulties
in at least one of the listed domains based on the Washington Group on Disability Statistics module (as listed
before); this percentage is a little higher among boys (4.8 percent) than girls (3.6 percent). Urban children face
more functional difficulty (5.3 percent) than among rural children (3.9 percent). This pattern also reflected by the
sex of the child, i.e., urban boys and girls have a little higher functional difficulty than their rural counterparts.
There are disparities at the division level with Khulna showing the highest rate of functional difficulties (4.9
percent) and Barishal, the lowest rate (3.4 percent). Proportion of children with functional difficulties slightly
decreases with increase in child’s age, as it varies between 3.6 percent for children age 15-17 years to 4.9

¥ “United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”.

https://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convention_accessible pdf.pdf
°  Canadian Community Health Survey 2017, Health Fact Sheet, Functional Difficulties: Washington Group, 2017, June 26, 2018
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percent for children age 5-9 years. Though the level of functional difficulty varies across different levels of
household characteristics variations in mother’s education level or household wealth status.

Table EQ.1.1: Functional difficulty in at least one domain
Percentage of children age 5-17 years who have functional difficulty in at least one domain of functional
difficulties, Bangladesh, 2021

Children age 5-17 years with functional difficulty in at least one domain: Number of children age
Male Female Total 5-17 years

Total 48 36 4.2 9447
Area
Urban 6.6 3.9 53 2102
Rural 43 35 3.9 7345
Division
Barishal 37 31 34 580
Chattogram 4.2 3.8 4.0 2063
Dhaka 5.6 3.3 45 2150
Khulna 5.1 47 4.9 1039
Mymensingh 45 37 41 712
Rajshahi 49 29 38 1080
Rangpur 4.4 3.2 3.8 1051
Sylhet 5.1 4.0 46 72
Child’s age
59 56 42 49 3436
10-14 47 3.2 39 3625
15-17 38 33 3.6 2387
School attendance
Attending 4.0 2.8 3.3 6958
Not attending 6.6 6.4 6.5 2489
Mother's education
No education/ECE 49 31 41 2071
Primary 5.6 3.6 4.6 2543
Secondary 43 3.0 3.7 2004
Higher 4.2 45 4.3 2679
Sex of household head
Male 44 37 4.1 8485
Female 8.0 2.7 5.2 962
Ethnicity
Bengali 49 37 4.3 9057
Others 26 0.0 1.2 390
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 48 3.4 41 2006
Second 5.3 41 4.7 2004
Middle 4.0 3.2 36 1922
Fourth 5.3 2.7 4.0 1893
Richest 46 47 4.7 1622

Table EQ.1.2 presents percentage of children age 5-17 years who use assistive devices and have functional
difficulties within domain of assistive devices. The survey that among these children, 2.3 percent wear glasses,
0.5 percent use hearing aid and 0.4 percent use equipment or receive assistance for walking.
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Further, among children who wear glasses, 2.7 percent have difficulty seeing even after wearing glasses; of the
children using hearing aid, 6.9 percent have difficulty hearing even after using hearing aid, and among children
using equipment or receiving assistance for walking, 28.8 percent have difficulty walking even after using
equipment or receiving assistance. No consistent area difference exists but in all three domains sex differetials
suggest that boys have higher levels of functional difficulties even when using assistive devices, than girls: 3.8,
7.2 and 37.7 percent of boys vs. 1.7, 6.2 and 20.9 percent of girls, respectively, report such difficulties. Note
that numbers of cases for all three domains are very small especially when we consider them for different
household characteristics. These estimates need to be used carefully (Table EQ.1.2).

Table EQ.1.2: Use of assistive devices
Percentage of children age 5-17 years who use assistive devices and have functional difficulty within
domain of assistive devices, Bangladesh, 2021

Percentage of children age 5- | Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage | Number | Percentage | Number of
17 years who: of of children of of children of of children | children
Wear Use Use children |with difficulty | children |with difficulty | children |with difficulty| age 5-17
glasses | hearing | equipment | age 5-17 | seeing when | age 5-17 | hearing |age 5-17 | walking | years who
aid orreceive | years wearing years | whenusing | years | when using use
assistance glasses who | hearing aid | who use | equipment | equipment
for walking wear hearing | or receiving | or receive
glasses aid assistance | assistance
for walking
Total 2.3 0.5 04 9418 27 217 6.9 50 28.8 39
Sex
Male 2.3 0.7 04 4736 3.8 107 72 33 31.7 18
Female 24 0.4 0.4 4682 1.7 110 6.2 17 20.9 20
Area
Urban 54 0.7 0.4 2096 26 112 16.9 14 241 8
Rural 14 0.5 0.4 7322 29 105 29 36 30.0 31
Child’s age
5-9 1.3 0.6 0.5 3426 (1.1) 46 *) 19 * 15
10-14 24 0.6 0.4 3611 58 85 11.6 21 271 16
15-17 3.6 0.4 0.3 2381 6 87 0.0 10 0.0 7
School attendance
Attending 26 05 0.3 6940 20 179 10.4 33 5.1 19
Not attending 15 0.7 0.8 2478 6.3 38 0.0 17 51.8 20
Sex of household head
Male 23 0.5 0.4 8463 22 193 7.6 46 29.9 37
Female 25 05 0.1 955 7.3 24 0.0 5 0.0 1
Ethnicity
Bengali 24 0.6 04 9028 28 217 7.0 50 28.8 39
Others 0.1 0.2 0.0 390 0.0 0.0 1 0
Wealth index quintile
Poorest 0.9 05 0.3 2001 0.0 18 11.2 9 30.1 6
Second 11 0.3 04 1999 10.5 21 0.0 6 60.3 9
Middle 1.2 05 05 1915 0.0 23 0.0 10 14.6 10
Fourth 24 0.6 0.3 1888 0.0 45 0.0 12 0.0 5
Richest 6.8 0.8 0.6 1615 3.4 110 18.8 13 30.4 9
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‘ HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS
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‘ HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS HC
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Appendix 2: Key findings from Survey on Children’s Education in
Bangladesh 2021 and MICS 2019

The summary table of key findings below presents estimates of different key indicators covered in the Survey on
Children’s Education in Bangladesh 2021 and Multiple Indicator cluster Survey (MICS) in Bangladesh 2019 to see the
status of the indicators at a glance. Note that MICS 2019 was conducted in a normal situation before COVID-19 outbreak,
while the Survey on Children’s Education was conducted during the COVID-19 period when all educational institutions

were closed. Thus, results of those two surveys are not comparable in the true sense.

Summary table of key findings from Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh (CEB) 2021 and Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey
(MICS) 2019
Survey INDICATORS o
(MIES relatedlindicators) Description CEB 2021 MICS 2019
Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural
SR1 Accesls.to Percentage of h.olusehold members with 98.7 988 98.7 922 978 907
electricity access to electricity
SR2 ngseholds Percgntage of households that have 0.6 08 05 0.6 05 06
with a radio a radio
SR.3 Hpuseholds Percgptage of households that have a 48.9 685 128 506 742 43.9
with a television
television
SR.4 ngseholds Percentage 'of hoyseholds that have a 96.4 98.6 95.7 05.3 08.8 04.3
with a telephone (fixed line or mobile phone)
telephone
SR.5 Households Percentage of households that have a
7. 17. . . 14. 1
with a computer computer 0 8 36 56 3 3
Households Percentage of households that have
SR.6 o access to the internet by any device 49.0 65.3 44 37.6 53.1 33.2
with internet
from home
SR.7 Household size | /\VErage number of household members 4.2 4.1 4.2 4.3 4.2 4.3
SR8 Sleeping per ;\/Iealn number of persons per room used 23 23 23 23 24 23
room or sleeping
SR9 Under-:lL8 Proportion of population aged below 18 337 na na 356 na na
population years
Use of Percentage of household members
SR.10 improved using improved sanitation facilities 88.7 90.9 88.0 84.6 90.6 82.9
sanitation
facilities
Use of basic Percentage of household members
SR.11 o using improved sanitation facilities 71.2 71.0 71.2 64.4 64.7 64.3
sanitation hich t shared
services which are not share
Percentage of children attending the first
LN.1 School grade of primary school who attended 75.0 751 | 749 72.7 77.2 715
readiness early childhood education programme
during the previous schoolyear
Net intake rate Percentage of children of school- entry
LN.2 in orimar age who enter the first grade of primary 56.7 53.4 57.8 61.4 61.4 61.4
P . y school
education
Percentage of children of
(a) primary school age currently atten-
ding primary® or secondary school
LN.3.a Net attendance (b) lower secondary school age a) 80.5 a)79.9 | a)80.7| a)859| a)86.1 a) 85.8
LN.3.b ratio (adjusted) currently attending lower secondary b) 59.6 b)61.6 | b)59.1| b)57.8| b)62.0 b) 56.8
LN.3.c ! school or higher c) 50.5 c)56.6 | c)48.7| c)48.1| c)52.9 c) 46.8
(c) upper secondary school age
currently attending upper secondary
school or higher
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Summary table of key findings from Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh (CEB) 2021 and Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey
(MICS) 2019

Survey INDICATORS
(MICS related indicators)

Description

CEB 2021

MICS 2019

Total

Urban

Rural

Total

Urban

Rural

LN.4.a
LN.4.b
LN.4.c

Out-of-school rate
(Oo0S)

Drop-out rate
(DoR)

Percentage of children of (O0S)

(a) primary school age who are not
attending early childhood
education, primary or lower
secondary school

(b) lower secondary school age
who are notattending
primary school, lower or upper
secondary school or higher

(c) upper secondary school age
who are notattending
primary school, lower or upper
secondary school or higher

Percentage of children of (DoR)

(d) primary school age children who
were enrolled in school in the
previous school year but no
longer attended school (dropped
out) in the current school year

(e) lower secondary school-age
children who were enrolled in
school in 2020 but no longer
attended school (dropped out) in
2021

(f) upper secondary school-age
children who were enrolled in
school in the previous school
year but no longer attended
school (dropped out) in the
current school year 1

a) 15.4
b) 15.6
c)34.2

d)3.1
e) 5.0
f)7.1

a)14.2
b) 16.4
c)29.4

d)3.4
e) 3.4
f) 6.6

a)15.8
b) 15.4
c) 35.6

c)3.1
d) 5.5
7.1

a) 6.4
b) 13.1
c) 315

d) 2.3
e) 3.8
f) 9.7

a) 6.1
b) 12.2
c) 30.4

c)2.1
d)2.6
f) 8.6

a) 6.4
b) 13.4
c)31.7

d)2.4
e)4.2
f) 10.0

LN.5.a
LN.5.b

Gross intake rate
to the last grade

Percentage of children attending
the last grade for the first time to
children at appropriate age to the
last grade

(a) Primary school

(b) Lower secondary school

a) 88.7
b) 83.6

a) 101.5
b) 80.1

a) 85.1
b) 84.5

a) 89.5
b) 84.8

a)87.5
b) 88.1

a) 90.0
b) 84.0

LN.6.a
LN.6.b
LN.6.c

Completion rate

Percentage of children aged 3-5
years above the intended age for the
last grade who have completed that
grade

(a) Primary school

(b) Lower secondary school

(c) Upper secondary school

a) 78.2
b) 64.1
c) 20.2

a)79.3
b) 69.8
c) 29.7

a)77.9
b) 62.5
c)17.5

a) 82.6
b) 64.7
c)29.4

a) 83.0
b) 67.4
c) 35.3

a) 82.5
b) 60.0
c)27.5

LN.7

Effective transition
rate to lower
secondary school

Percentage of children attending
the last grade of primary school
during the previous school

year who are not repeating the
last grade of primary school and
in the first grade of lower
secondary school during the
current school year

94.1

97.1

93.2

94.5

96.2

94.2

LN.8.a
LN.8.b

Over-age for
grade

Percentage of students attending in

each grade who are 2 or more years
older than the official school age for

grade

(a) Primary school

(b) Lower secondary school

a) 8.2
b) 11.5

a)7.0
b) 8.7

a) 8.6
b) 12.3

a) 9.0
b) 13.2

a) 7.7
b) 10.2

a) 9.3
b) 13.9
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Summary table of key findings from Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh (CEB) 2021 and Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

(MICS) 2019
Survey INDICATORS o
(MIES relatedlindicators) Description CEB 2021 MICS 2019
Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural
Net attendance ratio (adjusted) for
girls divided by net attendance ratio
(adjusted) for boys
a)1.12 a)n.a a) na a)1.04 | a)na a) na

(a) organized learning (one year
younger than the official primary
school entry age)

(b) primary school

(c) lower secondary school

(d) upper secondary school

b)1.11 | b)1.14 |b)1.10| b)1.06 | b)1.04 | b)1.07
€)1.35 |¢)136 |c)136|c)126 |c)l12 |c)1.30
d)1.14 | d)118 |d)1.13|d)124 |d)1.19 |d)1.25

Net attendance ratio (adjusted) for
the poorest quintile divided by net
attendance ratio (adjusted) for the

richest quintile a) 0.84 a) 0.82

(a) organized learning (one year b) 0.89 na na b) 0.92 na na
younger than the official primary ¢) 0.50 ' ' c) 0.58 ' '
school entry age) d) 0.42 d) 0.45

(b) primary school
(c) lower secondary school
(d) upper secondary school

Net attendance ratio (adjusted) for
rural residents divided by net
attendance ratio (adjusted) for urban

) . residents a) 0.89 a) 0.96
Education Parity ) .
LN.9.a Indices (a) organized learning (one year b) 1.01 na na b) 1.00 na "a
LN.9.b i. Gender younger than the official primary c) 0.96 ' ’ c) 0.92 : :
LN.9.c | ii. Wealth X school e““a/ a?e) d) 0.86 d) 0.89
LN.9.d | iii. Area (b) primary schoo

(c) lower secondary school

v Functioni
V. Functioning (d) upper secondary school

Foundational learning skill for girls
divided by foundational learning skills

for boys
(a) reading age 7-14 years a)1.13 a)1.16
(b) numeracy age 7-14 years b) 1.03 n.a n.a b)1.08 | n.a n.a

Foundational learning skill for the poorest
quintile divided by foundational learning
skills for the richest quintile

(a) reading age 7-14 years a) 0.53 a) 0.56
(b) numeracy age 7-14 years b) 0.52 n.a n.a b) 0.51 n.a n.a

Foundational learning skill for rural
residents divided by foundational
learning skills for urban residents
(a) reading age 7-14 years a) 0.84 a) 0.84
(b) numeracy age 7-14 years b) 0.88 na [na b) 0.81 na | na

Foundational learning skill for children
with functional difficulties divided by
foundation learning skills for children
without functional difficulties

(a) reading age 7-14 years a) 0.76 a)0.71
(b) numeracy age 7-14 years b) 0.69 n.a n.a b) 0.80 |n.a n.a

Percentage of children aged 7-14
years who read books or are read to at 95.2 95.9 95.0 | 93.3 93.5 93.2
home

Reading habit at

LN.10
home

School and home Percentage of children aged 7-14

LN.11 years attending school whose home 95.8 94.2 96.3 | 99.1 98.7 99.2
languages .

language is used at school
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Summary table of key findings from Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh (CEB) 2021 and Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

(MICS) 2019
Survey INDICATORS o
(MIES relatedlindicators) Description CEB 2021 MICS 2019
Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural
Percentage of children who
successfully completed three
foundational reading tasks
Eg; ﬁg: f70‘r14rade 23 a) 498 | a)56.8 | a)47.7| a) 48.8 | a)55.8 | a) 47.0
Children with getorg b) 288 |bna |bna |b) 202 |bna |bna
LN.12.a (c) Attending grade 2/3
LN.12 b foundational c) 30.2 c) n.a c)na | c) 246 | c)na c) n.a
LN.12.c reading an.d Percentage of children who
number skills
successfully completed four
g;‘”ggg%”_i”“mbe”asm a)258 |a)285 |a)25.0| a)27.9 | a)328 | a)26.6
(b) Age for grade 2/3 b) 13.2 b) n.a b) n.a b) 9.8 | b)n.a b) n.a
(c) Attending grade 2/3 ©) 153 c) n.a c) n.a c)12.6 | c)n.a c) n.a
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Appendix 3: Committees

Programme Implementation Committee (PIC)
Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh 2021
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)

SL Name, Designation and Organization Designation in
No. (Not According to the Seniority) Committee
1. | Director General, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) Chairperson
2. | Additional Secretary (Admin.), Statistics and informatics Division Member
3. | Deputy Director General, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) Member
4. | Line Director, Maternal, Neo natal, Child & Adolescent Health, DG Health Member
5. | Director (Research), National Institute of Population Research and Training Member
(NIPORT)
6. | Director, FA & MIS, BBS Member
7. | Deputy Secretary (SDG Cell), Statistics and Informatics Division Member
8. | Deputy Secretary (Budget), Statistics and Informatics Division Member
9. | Prof. Muhammad Shuaib, Institute of Statistical Research and Training, Dhaka Member
University
10. | Director, Institute of Statistical Research and Training, Dhaka University Member
11. | Director, Institute of Nutrition and Food Science, Dhaka university Member
12. | Chairman, Department of Population Sciences, Dhaka University Member
13. | Statistics and Monitoring Specialist, UNICEF Bangladesh Member
14. | Representative, Department of Women and Children Affairs Member
15. | Representative, Department of Social Services Member
16. | Representative, Department of Public Health Engineering Member
17. | Representative, Directorate of Primary Education Member
18. | Representative, Department of Labour Member
19. | Chief, Population Planning and Research (PPR), UNFPA Member
20. | Mr. Md. Sirajul Islam, Emeritus Scientist, ICDDR’B Member
21. | Director, Demography and Health Wing, BBS Member
Secretary
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Working Committee
Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh 2021
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)

SL Name, Designation and Organization Designation in
No. (Not According to the Seniority) Committee
1. Mr. Md. Mashud Alam, Director, Demography and Health Wing, BBS Chairperson
2. Dr. Dipankar Roy, Project Director, Household Income and Expenditure Survey Member
(HIES) Project, BBS
3. Ms. Mst. Kamrunnahar, Deputy Secretary, Statistics and Informatics Division Member
4, Mr. Smaila Gnegne, Statistics and Monitoring Specialist, UNICEF Bangladesh Member
5. Professor Muhammad Shuaib, ISRT, Dhaka University Member
6. Mr. Iftekhairul Karim, Deputy Director, Demography and Health Wing, BBS Member
7. Ms. Reshma Jesmin, Deputy Director, Census Wing, BBS Member
8. Mr. Mashiur Rahman Khan, Statistics and Monitoring Officer, UNICEF Bangladesh Member
9. Mr. Md. Monirul Islam, Statistical Officer, Demography and Health Wing, BBS Member
10. | Mr. Md. Lutfor Rahman, Statistical Officer, Demography and Health Wing, BBS Member
11. | Mr. Md. Mahabub Alam, Statistical Officer, Demography and Health Wing, BBS Member
12. | Ms. Fahmida Ferdous, Statistical Officer, Census Wing, BBS Member
13. | Ms. Nilufa Khondker, Statistical Officer, Demography and Health Wing, BBS Member
14. | Ms. Asma Akhter, Deputy Director, Demography and Health Wing, BBS Member
Secretary
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Report Review Committee

Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh 2021

Statistics and Informatics Division (SID)

SL Name, Designation and Duty Station Designation in

No. (Not According to Seniority) Committee

1. Additional Secretary, Informatics, SID, Ministry of Planning Convenor

2. Joint Secretary, Budget, Financial Management & Audit and ICT, Member
SID

3. Joint Secretary, Informatics, SID Member

4. Deputy Secretary, Development-2, SID Member

5. Deputy Secretary, Informatics-1, SID Member

6. Senior Assistant Secretary, Coordination and Reforms, SID Member

7. Focal Point Officer, Survey on Children’s Education in Member
Bangladesh 2021, Demography and Health Wing, BBS

8. Deputy Director, RDP Section, BBS Member

9. Senior Assistant Secretary, Informatics-2, SID Member Secretary
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Editor’s Forum

Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh 2021

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)

SL Name, Designation and Duty Station Designation in
No. (Not According to Seniority) Committee
1. Mr. Kazi Nurul Islam, Deputy Director General, Bangladesh Convenor
Bureau of Statistics
2. Mr. Alauddin Al Azad, Director, Agriculture Wing, BBS Member
3. Mr. Md. Mashud Alam, Director, Demography and Health Wing, Member
BBS
4. Mr. Mohammad Abdul Kadir Miah, Director, Census Wing, BBS Member
5. Mr. Kabir Uddin Ahmed, Director, Industry and Labour Wing, BBS Member
6. Mr. Md. Emdadul Haque, Director, Statistical Staff Training Member
Institute (SSTI), BBS
7. Mr. Ziauddin Ahmed, Director, National Accounting Wing, BBS Member
8. Mr. S. M. Anisuzzaman, Director (Incharge), FA & MIS Wing, BBS Member
9 Mr. Md. Dilder Hossain, Project Director, (Deputy Secretary), Member
' NSDS Implementation Support Project, BBS
10 Mr. Mohiuddin Ahmed, MPH, Project Director, Household Income Member
" | and Expenditure Survey (HIES) Project, BBS
11. | Mr. Md. Alamgir Hossen, Project Director, SVRS in Digital Platform
. Member
Project, BBS
12. | Mr. Abul Kalam Azad, Director, Computer Wing, BBS Member Secretary
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Monitoring Committee

Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh 2021

Statistics and Informatics Division (SID)

SL Name, Designation and Duty Station Designation in

No. (Not According to Seniority) Committee

1. Additional Secretary, (Admin), SID, Ministry of Planning Convenor

2. Joint Secretary, Budget and Financial Management, SID Member

3. Director, Demography and Health Wing, BBS Member

4, PS to Secretary, SID Member

5. Focal Point Officer, Survey on Children’s Education in Bangladesh Member
2021, BBS

6. Representative, Director General, BBS Member

7. Deputy Secretary, Budget and Financial Management, SID Member Secretary
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For further information, please contact:

Demography and Health Wing
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)
Parishankhyan Bhaban

E-27/A, Agargaon, Dhaka 1207
Telephone (Office): +880 2 55007058
Email: mashud2003@yahoo.com
www.bbs.gov.bd

UNICEF Bangladesh

UNICEF House, Plot E-30

Syed Mahbub Morshed Avenue, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh

Telephone (Office): +880 9604107140

Mobile: +880 1716899864

Email: inforbangladesh@unicef.org

www.unicef.org
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